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A.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Introduction 
 
Municipal comprehensive planning promotes the types development that residents want, 
preserves the resources that residents value, supports the local economy, and suggests costs 
savings for municipal facilities and services.  This comprehensive plan was developed through 
the efforts of Dennysville residents and presents suggestions for the town to consider based on 
an inventory of our resources and trends in local and regional development.  A comprehensive 
plan is not an ordinance; its suggestions are advisory and non-binding.  Any ordinances the town 
would like residents to consider must be voted on separately. 
 
History 
 
The history of Dennysville is substantially based upon the natural resources that drove the local 
and regional economy, including forestry, shipbuilding, agriculture and the sea.  Early residents 
engaged successfully in a variety of businesses.  Many current residents can trace their families 
back to the Town’s early days.  Dennysville still enjoys many of the benefits from our past, as a 
small town with a strong sense of community, where people look out for one another.  While 
encouraging compatible development, the Town should seek to maintain a link to our heritage 
through the protection of historically significant buildings and locations, and will collect and 
maintain the town’s historic records. 
 
Population 
 
The population of Dennysville has declined over the last ten years and over the long term.  Our 
population is aging and the number of school age children has declined.  As with Washington 
County, our town has seen a decrease in the average household size.  More retirees and single 
parent households are found.   Limited employment opportunities help explain the decline in the 
numbers of young families residing in Dennysville.  The town should continue to make available 
demographic information to residents and should remain mindful of the needs of the changing 
population. 
 
Natural Resources 
 
Dennysville currently offers protection to its natural resources with locally adopted shoreland 
zoning regulations. These ordinance provisions will be updated to be consistent with the 
minimum requirements of state and federal regulations as is mandated. In order to offer 
protection to the town’s water supply, a regional effort is necessary. Aquifer protection 
performance standards are to be included in the local land use ordinance and provided when 
applicable to neighboring communities. 
 
Economy 
 
The top four sectors of employment for Dennysville residents in order are:  ‘Education, health 
and social services’; ‘Manufacturing’; ‘Retail trade’; and ‘Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries’.   
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The residents of Dennysville are relatively less affluent than residents of Washington County as 
a whole.  With the aging of our population, the size of our workforce will continue to decrease.  
Living in a rural area limits employment opportunities and increases the costs of commuting to 
the service centers where most jobs are located.  Our local government will strive to encourage 
and maintain appropriate commercial development that will better employ residents.  Growth 
and development will be channeled to areas of town capable of handling development while 
incurring minimal costs and impacts to the municipality.  The town will continue to encourage 
responsible commercial development through land use regulations, regional coordination and 
marketing. 
 
Housing 
 
Affordable housing is commonly defined as not costing more than 30 percent of one’s household 
income.  The data reviewed suggest that the cost of housing in Dennysville is affordable for most 
people in the community.  The majority of people live in owner occupied single-family housing. 
Existing land use ordinances do not impose significant costs on the cost of building homes.  
There is a range of new housing in the town: mobile or manufactured homes are utilized often.  
The percentage of homes owned by those in the workforce is likely to decline further while the 
percentage of homes owned by retirees - both those from away and natives - will increase.   
 
Recreation 
 
Dennysville has many recreational opportunities because of the vast natural resources of the 
town and the region, and several important municipal recreational facilities.  Some of the town's 
most important recreational resources rely on waterfront access, which we have and should 
continue to seek to maintain and improve. 
 
Transportation 
 
Transportation linkages in Dennysville consist primarily of US 1 and State Route 86. Our town 
is reliant on its road network as the primary means of transportation movement. Therefore, local 
roads should provide safe, reliable access to work, school, stores, and residences. Overall, 
Dennysville’s roadways are in fair condition. Given limited funding and the significant expense, 
the town has done a noteworthy job of maintaining its roads. Continued proper and affordable 
maintenance of the road network in Dennysville will be in the best interest of all residents. Since 
MDOT has jurisdiction over most main roads and bridges within Dennysville, the town will 
continue to communicate and cooperate with the department. The town has a paving schedule for 
roads that are currently unpaved and requires all new roads to be constructed to specific 
municipal standards. 
 
Public Facilities and Services 
 
Through proper maintenance and investment, Dennysville’s public facilities and services have 
remained in overall good condition. Although the town has not previously established a formal 
Capital Improvement Plan, they have provided reserve accounts for many necessary items. 
Prudent management decisions at the local level have prevented the town from being forced to 
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make large capital investments within one tax year. However, there are issues that do need to be 
addressed to eliminate possible future repercussions. These issues include construction of a town 
office and promotion of the recycling program. 
 
Fiscal Capacity 
 
Dennysville has been doing very well in managing its finances over the last five years and the 
mil rate has remained within a consistent range. The town has not had a total town-wide 
revaluation for over twenty years and the town’s current state certified assessment ratio is 73 
percent of market. Accordingly, Dennysville is preparing to conduct a revaluation in the near 
future by placing monies in a reserve account to pay for a professional contractor to perform the 
revaluation. In the past, the town has successfully managed its local budget for public 
expenditures and been successful in garnering grants to help improve roads and local housing 
stock. A Capital Improvement Plan is part of this Comprehensive Plan and will assist the town in 
meeting resident’s goals for the next five to ten years.  
 
Land Use 
 
Dennysville has experienced modest commercial and residential growth along the US 1 corridor, 
including many home based businesses.  This growth is distributed throughout the village and 
along the corridor.  Retrofitting of historic structures for added commercial capacity may occur, 
and businesses may relocate farther out along US 1, away from the village area and municipal 
services.  Some new residential development has occurred in the shoreland and a limited amount 
can occur in the future. Approximately 51 percent of the town (5,000 acres) is owned and 
managed as industrial forestland.  This has constrained development of new lots in the past. 
However, ownership of this land is now changing. Resultant changes in management and 
traditional uses of this land and the potential growth implications pose the biggest challenge that 
town currently faces.  
 
At present, the town is not feeling the development pressure that some of its neighbors have been 
experiencing. However, Dennysville wishes to plan for its future. The proposed Land Use Plan is 
intended to protect the town's character and to direct residential, commercial and industrial 
activities to appropriate areas while maintaining a healthy and diverse tax base. 
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B.  HISTORY 
 
Dennysville 1786-1986…and Edmunds, Too! by Rebecca W. Hobart provides an in depth and 
intriguing description of the settlement and early life of our town, its residents and the region’s 
development.  Some of the key events from our past have been summarized in this section. 
 
In the spring of 1786, settlers sailed from Hingham, Massachusetts to what is now Dennysville.  
They landed on May 17th at a point below the “Lower Bridge” and began the construction of a 
log cabin.  With this modest beginning, the settlement of Dennysville had begun. 
 
Dennysville was originally a part of Township 2, Lincoln County, of the Eastern Province of 
Massachusetts.  The Commonwealth had sold townships 1 and 2 to Thomas Russel, John Lowell 
and General Benjamin Lincoln.  The purchase agreement provided for grants of land for settlers.  
Theodore Lincoln, the second son of General Lincoln, was chosen leader of a band of settlers to 
take possession of the purchase.  At that time, he was only 22 years old.  The settlers were 
former residents of Hingham.  They had left their homes to begin a new life in Downeast Maine.  
Their names included:  Theophilus Wilder, Jr., James Blackwood, Laban Cushing, Daniel 
Gardner, Calvin Gardner, Laban Gardner, Richard Smith, Christopher Benner, Braddock Palmer, 
John Palmer, Samuel Sprague, Seth Stetson, Ephraim Woodbury, William Holland and Solomon 
Cushing. 
 
In the years following the initial settlement, wives and children arrived from Hingham.  Homes 
and a mill were built.  In 1800 Josiah Chubbuck built the Lincoln House for Theodore Lincoln. 
Lincoln House is now on the National Historic Register and is shown on Map 2 – Dennysville 
Streets, Public Facilities and Place Names.  About that same year, Dennysville had started a 
plantation form of government (named Plantation No. 2), with public meetings held in various 
private residences.  Money was raised for schooling and the construction of roads and bridges.  
The first schoolhouse was mentioned in records dated from 1800, but the first schoolhouse was 
not built until 1817.  In 1802, a school committee was formed and in 1803 a Miss Ellis, of 
Machias, was hired as the first schoolteacher.  
 
The first schoolhouse also served as a church and as a meeting place.  The church was organized 
around 1805, although services had been held earlier.  It was not until 1837 that the first 
permanent minister was installed: The Reverend Robert Crossett. 
 
Farming sustained many of the early inhabitants of Dennysville.  It was common for settlers to 
lease land from land companies or non-residents in addition to their own holdings to expand 
production.  The burden of these transactions fell upon the tax collector, as the lessee was 
responsible for taxes.  Except for taxes, initially very little exchange of money occurred locally, 
with most transactions done through barter.  To bring in money for their families to pay taxes 
and purchase the newly available abundance of consumer goods, farmers in the late 1800s often 
sought work in mills, as loggers in the winter, by repairing roads, and by taking to the sea.  The 
lumber industry was a substantial part of the economy of our heavily forested region, as it was 
statewide.  Interestingly, those in the lumber business often owned shares in one or more ships 
made from their lumber.   
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Dennysville had successfully attended to its affairs as a plantation. But as it grew the residents 
sought a town form of government.  In 1817 a committee drew up a petition for incorporation 
and on February 13, 1818, an Act of Incorporation was passed by the Legislature of the 
Commonwealth and signed by the Governor.    Plantation No. 2 became the Town of 
Dennysville. 
 
As a town, Dennysville meticulously looked after its business.  New roads and bridges were built 
and maintained.  The development of carriage paths and later roads was slow and costly to local 
residents who were taxed to upgrade and maintain roadways.  Many labored on the roads to 
work off their tax.  By the mid 1800s, town and county roads were established in their present 
locations.  Monies were raised for schools.  Poor persons received assistance from town funds.  
Moderators, Clerks, Treasurers, Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the poor were elected or 
appointed.   
 
Two principal centers of the commercial activity developed in town.  One was on the banks of 
the Dennys River, now the village of Dennysville.  Mills, lumberyards and shipbuilding facilities 
were founded.  The first ship built here was in 1797 and shipbuilding continued locally until the 
start of World War One.  Some distance away, a village on the Pennamaquan River, developed 
separately and had its own shipyards and iron foundries.   
 
The residents of Maine voted in 1819 for separation from Massachusetts, and in the following 
year, the State of Maine entered the Union. 
 
In 1832, a petition from Dennysville to the state for the division of the town into two smaller 
towns was granted.  The village on the Pennamaquan River became part of the newly formed 
town of Pembroke. 
 
A new meetinghouse for Dennysville was erected in 1833 and in 1845 the cemetery was 
enlarged.  A new schoolhouse was built in 1857.   
 
A Centennial Celebration for the town was observed in 1886, with a memorial history printed for 
the occasion.  Railroad service began in 1899 and passenger service continued until 1958.  The 
Lincoln Memorial Library was built in 1913.  The Fire Department was organized in 1948, using 
a 1931 Diamond T Pumper engine costing $1500.  Ambulance service was added in 1966 and in 
1968 a new fire engine was purchased at the cost of $50,000.  In 1970 recreation programs were 
begun with the formation of a Youth Center, and by 1978 a basketball and tennis court were 
added. 
 
Since its settlement, Dennysville’s population (in our current town boundaries) continued to 
grow until it reached a peak of 522 residents in 1880.  Since then the population declined to a 
low of 278 in 1970.  The population has rebounded somewhat to 319 residents in 2000. 
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Dennysville Population 
Year Population Year Population
2000 319 1890 452 
1990 355 1880 522 
1980 296 1870 488 
1970 278 1860 485 
1960 303 1850 458 
1950 345 1840 378 
1940 424 1830 856* 
1930 443 1820 557* 
1920 434 1810 397* 
1910 459 1800 137** 
1900 482 1790 NA 
Source:  US Census 
 
Notes:  * Population includes the Town of Pembroke 
**Population includes Town of Pembroke and neighboring communities that were     
    part of Township 2. 
 
TIMELINE 
 
1899:  The telephone comes to Dennysville 37 days before the 20th century. 
1913:  The Lincoln Memorial Library in Dennysville is finished. 
1918 and 1919:  The two largest ships ever launched in Dennysville, the David Cohen and the 
Esther K, are built at Pushee Brothers Shipyard on Hinckley Point. 
1914:  The soldiers’ monument is erected in front of what was then the church vestry in 
Dennysville. 
1915:  A Boy Scout troop is begun in Dennysville. 
1926:  Electricity comes to Dennysville. 
1930s:  Mills close, and many people move elsewhere to find work. 
1933:  Ida Vose Woodbury dies. Perhaps Dennysville’s most famous resident, she traveled all 
over the country as a missionary, establishing schools, churches, clinics and libraries. 
1935:  The Dennys River Sportsmen’s Club is organized. 
1937:  Edmunds residents vote to revert to a township. 
1949:  The Dennys River Volunteer Fire Department is organized to serve both towns. 
 
1952:  Edmunds Consolidated School is built on Harrison Road. Additions are constructed in 
1959, 1985 and 1998. 
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Mid-1950s:  Route 1 is relocated to the outskirts of both communities. This hastens the closing 
of some businesses. 
1961:  The last class graduates from Dennysville High School with 10 seniors, and the 
Dennysville schools close. 
1981:  Dennysville Heights, a housing development for the elderly, is built on Shipyard Road. 
1986:  Dennysville-Edmunds Bicentennial Celebration takes place. Around 2,000 attend. 
1998:  Albert G. Mahar retires after 63 years as postmaster of Dennysville, his hometown. He 
holds the national record for working for the U.S. Postal Service in the same position in 
the same place for the longest period of time. 
 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
 
The Maine Historic Preservation Commission maintains an inventory of important sites 
including buildings or sites on the National Registry of Historic Places (NRHP). The following 
are listed on the National Register of Historic Places for Dennysville: Dennysville Historic 
District and the Lincoln House (US Route 1), shown in the map detail below. 
 
Map Detail of Historic Structures in Dennysville 
 
 
The following historic structures, some of which are not listed on the national register, should be 
considered for historic designation and preservation, and are shown on the map detail above. 
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Map ID Structure Original Owner 
1 Lincoln House Theodore Lincoln 
2 Dennysville/Edmunds 
Congregational Church 
 
3 Dennys River Inn Captain E.C. Wilder, H.H. Allan 
4 Dr. Scott’s House Edwin R. Gardner 
5 Chubbuck House (Keith Kilby) John Kilby 
6 W.B. Marsh House T.W. Allan 
7 J. Goodrich House  Parsonage 
8 Wm.  Juska Building  Historical Society 
9 Louis Gardner House (Beth 
Mills) 
Wm. Kilby, Jr., Chas. Eastman 
10 Harry Hanson House A.L.R. Gardner 
11 Ray Higgins House (Harvey’s) Theodore Lincoln, Jr., Benjamin Lincoln 
12 Mahar House G.W. Allan, P.E. Vose 
13 Wm. Juska House Theoph. Kilby,  
A Geneva Tuell House Solomon Foster 
B Melva Downes House Wm. Allan 
C Harry Lingley House (Goenner)  
D Kathleen Hallowell House Thomas Eastman 
E Robert Wilder Jr. House Dugald MacLauchlan 
F Zellar House (Mr. Brown) Samuel Eastman, Samuel Cambridge 
G Goodrich House (Amy Savage) Daniel Eastman, Ralph Leighton 
H Foster Leighton House Edwin Kilby 
I Lewis Lyons House H.A.M. Jones 
J Leonard Lyons House 
(Blanchard) 
Bela Reynolds 
K Florence Leighton House Edwin Kilby 
L Don Phinney House Benjamin Foster, Howard Kilby 
M Betty Ward House Zenas Wilder 
N Kenneth Curtis House A.L. Cook 
O Hearse House (Cemetery)  
 Library  
 Fred Gardner Rebecca Hobart 
 Shane House  
 Livery Stable J.D. Allen (across from Dance Studio) 
 Ken Hodgon  
 
REHABILITATION GRANTS 
 
The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program rewards private investment to 
rehabilitate certified historic structures (building listed individually in the National Register of 
Historic Places or a building located in a registered historic district and certified by the Secretary 
of the Interior as contributing to the historic significance of the district).  The building must 
currently be used or will be used for commercial, industrial, agricultural, or rental residential 
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purposes, but not used exclusively as the owner’s private residence.  Under PL 99-514 Internal 
Revenue Code Section 47, tax incentives include: 
 
1. A 20% tax credit for the certified rehabilitation of certified historic structures.  
2. A 10% tax credit for the rehabilitation of non-historic, non-residential buildings built before 
1936.  
 
For both credits, the rehabilitation must be a substantial one.  That is, during a 24-month period 
selected by the taxpayer, rehabilitation expenditures must exceed the greater of $5,000 or the 
adjusted basis of the building and its structural components.  And, the rehabilitation must involve 
a depreciable building.  The National Park Service must approve, or "certify" all rehabilitation 
projects seeking the 20% rehabilitation tax credit. Owners seeking certification of rehabilitation 
work must complete the Historic Preservation Certification Application.   A Maine State 
taxpayer is allowed a credit equal to the amount of the Federal credit claimed by the taxpayer 
under section 47 of the Internal Revenue Code for rehabilitation of certified historic structures 
located in Maine. The credit is nonrefundable and is limited to $100,000 annually per taxpayer. 
 
CEMETERIES 
 
Cemeteries are also a cultural resource providing insight into the history of the community. The 
location of the Dennysville Cemetery, the town’s only public cemetery, is shown on Map 2:  
Dennysville Streets, Public Facilities and Place Names, which is found at the end of this chapter. 
 
The following is a partial listing of people who own lots in the Dennysville Cemetery, see 
corresponding cemetery diagram on the next page: 
      
 1.B Henry Youngman 
 1.A Alvery Lingley 
 1. Richard Curtis  
 2. Oliver Holmes 
 3. Oliver Holmes 
 4.A Clyde Lingley 
 4.B Flag 
 5.     Marjorie Gardner 
Richardson 
 6. Steve Tjaden 
 7. Clyde Lingley 
 8. Elmer Duren 
 9. Margorie Gardner 
Richardson 
10. William Juska 
11. Ronald Lingley 
12. Kenneth Seeley 
13.A  Fred Kent 
13.B  Darrell Archer 
14. Walter/Alice Andrews 
15. Rosco Reynolds 
16. Phillip/Jean Zeller 
17.A  Virgil Talbot 
17.B  Leonard Lyons 
18. Robert Higgins 
19. Dale/Guy Cook 
20.A  Edward Burns 
20.B  Eugene Conat 
21. Robert Vogelsberg 
22. Dwight Mahar 
23. Robert Smith 
24.A  Harry Lingley 
24.B  Donald Lingley 
25.A  Laura Clark 
25.B  Laura Clark 
26.A  Donald Fenderson 
26.B  Harold Fenderson, Jr. 
27.A  Robert Smith 
27.B  Harland Ray Sprague 
28.A  Ralph Reynolds 
28.B  Everit Grant 
29. David Curtis 
30. Earl Seavey 
31.A Herbert Hallowell 
31.B  Fred Allen 
32. Doug Small 
33. Donald Curtis 
34.A Chester Carter 
34.B  
35.A Phil Smith 
35.B Raymond Smith 
36. Richard Adams 
37. Donald Curtis 
38. Rickey Jamieson 
39.A  Calvin James 
39.B  Paul Smith  
40. Thelma MacCall 
41. Kenneth Hodgdon, Jr. 
42. Milton Hayward 
43. Earl Myers 
44. Paul & Carolyn Cox 
41.A  Keith Curtis 
42.A  Barbara Gaylord 
43.A  Susie Kilton 
44.A  Sam & Norma Cox 
45. Archie Mattheson 
46. Walter/Harry Jamieson 
47.A  Raymond Carter 
47.B  William Burns 
48. 
49. Myron Brown 
50.A  William Laughton 
50.B  Sally Laffey 
51. Merle Sprague 
52.  
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53. John Burse 
54. John Burse 
55. Reginald Andrews 
56.   
57. George Ward 
58. Dean Bradshaw 
59. Reginald Andrews 
60. 
61.A  Stephen Preston 
61.B  Juanita Matthews 
62.A  Charles Searles 
62.B  Hardy Preston 
63. Peter Higgins 
64. 
65. David Wilder 
66.A Carl Benner 
66.B  John Edward Leighton 
67.A  Malcolm Leighton 
67.B  Nelson Anthony 
68.  
69.A  Karen Good 
69.B  Kenneth Curtis 
70.A  Norman Wilder   
70.B  Margaret Nielson 
71. Joe Farley 
72. 
73.A  Dale Wentworth 
73.B  Raymond Lyons 
74.A  Brenda Bulmer 
74.B  Janice Means 
75. Walter Spear 
77.A  Roberta Knowlton 
77.B  Marcie Richardson 
78.A 
78.B  Earl Meachum 
79 Walter Spear 
 
Partial Diagram of the Dennysville Town Cemetery 
 
 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 
 
The ultimate aim for municipal planning concerning archeological sites should be the identification 
and protection of all such significant sites.  Resource protection zoning is one way that this can be 
accomplished.  Individual landowners of significant properties may also be approached to obtain 
permission for nomination of archeological sites on their property to the Nation Register of Historic 
Places, and additionally to donate preservation easements if they so desire.  (National Register 
listing extends protection of Federal legislation against actions by Federal agencies, while the 
combination of National Register listing and preservation easement with posting against ground 
disturbance extends the protection of State Antiquities Legislation to archeological sites.) 
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There are two known prehistoric archaeological sites located within Dennysville, according to the 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC) – their location is not given. The MHPC states 
that the following areas need further survey, inventory and analysis:  the banks of the Dennys River, 
including tidal estuaries and the adjacent Whaleback. The MHPC reports no historical 
archaeological sites in Dennysville as of 2001. 
 
 
THREATS TO EXISTING SITES 
 
Historic Buildings: The historic buildings identified above are not protected within the 
provisions of existing land use regulations. Without the proper ordinances 
being in place, the loss or conversion of the remaining buildings is possible. 
 
Archaeological Sites: The locations of the above referenced archaeological sites are protected 
under Shoreland Zoning and Flood Plain Management Ordinance provisions 
adopted by the Town. 
 
Public Survey Input 
 
By overwhelming majorities people favor preservation of the scenic character of the town. This 
is reflected in other sections of this document but specific note was made of the importance of 
cultural and historical organizations as well as support for paving of the roads in the town 
cemetery.  
 
POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to preserve our historic and archaeological resources from development that could 
threaten these resources, the town has developed the following policies and implementation 
strategies: 
  
1. Guidelines for the protection and preservation of archaeological and historic sites 
should be developed. The Planning Board with the assistance of the Dennys River 
Historical Society will develop land use controls as is appropriate. These guidelines 
or controls will ensure protection and preservation of historic and archaeological 
resources if identified. 
  Responsibility:   Planning Board 
 Time Frame:  Immediate: (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
2. Awareness of historic structures and artifacts should be promoted, including the 
consideration of any appropriate additional listings on the National Register of Historic 
Places for Dennysville.   
  Responsibility:   Historical Society 
 Time Frame: Immediate: (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
3. Potential areas and artifacts of historical and archaeological significance, especially 
along riverbanks and estuarine waterfront, should be professionally surveyed and 
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documented, and historical and archaeological sites and artifacts should be monitored 
to ensure their protection and preservation.  
  Responsibility:   Selectmen 
  Time Frame:  Long term  
 
4. The planning board will require the developer to provide evidence that the proposed 
development will not negatively impact known or possible archeological sites.   
  Responsibility:   Planning Board 
  Time Frame:  On-going  
 
5. The planning board will require that development plans include a plan ensuring the 
preservation of known or suspected historic or naturally significant areas.  The 
Planning Board will work in cooperation with the State of Maine with any of the 
identified historical and archaeological resources within the town. 
  Responsibility:  Planning Board  
  Time Frame:  On-going  
 
6. The Town will investigate the cost of paving roads within the town cemetery and 
appropriate funds as available to improve these roads in an order of priority dictated by 
their condition. 
Responsibility:  Selectmen  
Time Frame:  2-5 years 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The history of Dennysville is substantially based upon the natural resources that drove the local 
and regional economy, including forestry, shipbuilding, agriculture and the sea.  Early residents 
engaged successfully in a variety of businesses.  Many current residents can trace their families 
back to the Town’s early days.  Dennysville still enjoys many of the benefits from our past, as a 
small town with a strong sense of community, where people look out for one another.  While 
encouraging compatible development, the Town should seek to maintain a link to our heritage 
through the protection of historically significant buildings and locations, and will collect and 
maintain the town’s historic records.  
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C.  POPULATION 
 
The ultimate goal of a comprehensive plan is to provide for a proper relationship between the 
future population and its environment.  Accordingly, most phases of the plan are either 
dependent upon, or strongly influenced by, the size and composition of the town's future 
population. 
 
MIGRATION ANALYSIS 
 
Analysis of birth and death statistics for a town indicates whether or not its population is 
changing as a result of natural change. When this information is compiled for a decade and 
compared with the results of the two censuses, it can be determined whether the population 
change is a result of a natural change or the product of in or out migration.  
 
2000 Census Population = 319 
1990 Census Population = 355 
Number of births to Dennysville residents between 1990 and 2000 = 91 
Number of deaths of Dennysville residents between 1990 and 2000 = 71 
 
Between the years of 1990 and 2000 there was statistically a net out migration of 56 people. Our 
total population declined by only 36 because births outnumbered deaths during this period. 
 
POPULATION STATISTICS 
 
Populations and Growth Rates 
 
The following table shows the year-round population and growth rate by decade in Dennysville, 
Washington County and Maine since 1900. 
 
 
 Dennysville Washington County Maine 
Year Number % Change Number % Change Number % Change 
2000 319 -10.14% 33,941 -3.87% 1,274,923 3.83% 
1990 355 19.93% 35,308 0.99% 1,227,928 9.18% 
1980 296 6.47% 34,963 17.09% 1,124,660 13.37% 
1970 278 -8.25% 29,859 -9.27% 992,048 2.35% 
1960 303 -12.17% 32,908 -6.48% 969,265 6.07% 
1950 345 -18.63% 35,187 -6.83% 913,774 7.85% 
1940 424 -4.29% 37,767 -0.16% 847,226 6.25% 
1930 443 2.07% 37,826 -9.31% 797,423 3.83% 
1920 434 -5.45% 41,709 -2.79% 768,014 3.45% 
1910 459 -4.77% 42,905 -5.14% 742,371 6.90% 
1900 482 - 45,232 - 694,466 - 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 
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Population Forecasts 
 
The town’s average annual rate of growth was 0.49% per year from 1970 to 2000. If this trend 
continues the population of the town will increase to 339 persons by 2013.  However, with a 
negative annual rate of growth, as occurred over the longer term (- 0.15/year from 1950 to 2000) 
or as seen more recently (-1.01%/year from 1990 to 2000) the total population of the town would 
decrease to between 313 to 277 persons by 2013.  Given our small population, and the wide 
percentage variations from decade to decade, it is important to consider the longer-term trends of 
modest population decline. Changes in land use, including new residential development, and 
regional economic opportunity will determine the actual population decline or growth of our 
town over the next ten years.  
 
Age Distribution 
 
The following 2000 statistics compare age group cohorts for Dennysville, Washington County 
and the state. 
 
 Dennysville Washington County Maine 
Age Group Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Under 5 years 23 7.2 1,727 5.1 70,726 5.5 
5 to 9 years 21 6.6 2,176 6.4 83,022 6.5 
10 to 14 years 11 3.4 2,363 7 92,252 7.2 
15 to 19 years 27 8.5 2,403 7.1 89,485 7 
20 to 24 years 19 6 1,813 5.3 69,656 5.5 
25 to 34 years 32 10 3,812 11.2 157,617 12.4 
35 to 44 years 44 13.8 5,114 15.1 212,980 16.7 
45 to 54 years 50 15.7 5,048 14.9 192,596 15.1 
55 to 59 years 16 5 1,960 5.8 68,490 5.4 
60 to 64 years 11 3.4 1,669 4.9 54,697 4.3 
65 to 74 years 29 9.1 3,085 9.1 96,196 7.5 
75 to 84 years 28 8.8 2,065 6.1 63,890 5 
85 years and over 8 2.5 706 2.1 23,316 1.8 
Median age (years) 41.2 NA 40.5 NA 38.6 NA 
Source:  2000 Census 
 
Dennysville has a higher percentage of children under 9 years old than does Washington County 
or the state.  The town has a slightly lower percentage of residents aged 25-44 than does the 
county or the state.  In addition, our town has a higher percentage of retiree age residents (75 and 
older) than both the county and state.  This makes our median age 2.6 years higher than the state 
median age. 
 
The 1990 and 2000 Census data for percentage of population by age was calculated using 
different age brackets. Therefore the direct comparison of these figures contains a small margin 
of error. In the table below, the discrepancies occur in the following categories: 5 to 17 years 
verse 5 to 19 years and 18 to 64 years verse 20 to 64 years. 
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Dennysville Population by Age Year Comparisons 
  
Age Group 1990 Age Group 2000 
Under 5 years old 11 Under 5 years old 23 
5-17 years old 72 5-19 years old 59 
18-64 years old 189 20-64 years old 172 
65 and above 83 65 and above 65 
Median Age 38.1 Median Age 41.2 
Source:  1990 Census, 2000 Census 
 
The overall population of the town declined by 10% and several age groups reflected this decline 
including the bulk of the population aged 18/20-64 (9% decrease), the number of school-aged 
children between 5 and 19 (18% decrease) and the segment of the population over 65 (22% 
decrease). However, the census was taken in February and some residents over 65 who spend 
winters in the south may not have been counted. The town believes that this segment of the 
population may have been undercounted. The only segment of the population to increase was 
children under 5 (52% increase). Median age of residents went up from 38.1 to 41.2. 
 
Dennysville Population by Gender 
 
Year Female % Male % Total 
2000 166 52.0 153 48.0 319 
1990 183 51.5 172 48.5 355 
Source:  1990 Census, 2000 Census 
 
The ratio of females to males has seen some convergence over the past decade. 
  
Household Size 
Average Household Size and Growth Rate:   
Dennysville, county, and state: 1990-2000 
 1990 2000 
Dennysville Household Size 2.38 2.28
 % growth - -4.2%
Household Size 2.55 2.34Washington 
County % growth - -8.2%
State  Household Size 2.56 2.39
 % growth - -6.6%
Source:  1990 Census, 2000 Census 
 
The average household size in Dennysville went down about 4.2% or about half of the decline 
seen in the county as a whole.  However, the town’s household size was already smaller than that 
of both the county and state.  A smaller household size indicates the presence of more 
households with fewer or no children.  Given the increase in median age and the population 
decline in residents between 5 and 19 years of age, it is likely that many of these households are 
‘empty nests’ in which the children have grown up and moved out on their own.   
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Number of Households 
 1990 2000 
Dennysville number 149 140 
 % growth - -6.0% 
Washington County number 13418 14118 
 % growth - 5.2% 
State number 465312 518200 
 % growth - 11.37% 
Source:  1990 Census, 2000 Census 
While the county and state saw increases in the number of households over the past decade, 
Dennysville had a 6% decline in this number.  This is to be expected given the decline in 
population of our town. The county saw an increase in the number of households despite a 3.8 
percent decline in population indicating more single person, single parent, and retiree households 
countywide.  
Education 
School Enrollment (aged 3 and up) 1990 1990 % Pop 2000 
2000 
% Pop 
Dennysville 80 25.0% 66 20.7% 
Washington County 8682 24.6% 8,044 23.7% 
State  304,868 24.8% 321,041 25.2% 
Source:  1990 Census, 2000 Census 
 
In 2000, the percentage of school enrollment in Dennsyville is lower than in county or state.  
School enrollment has declined in the town and county, but has increased statewide. 
 
School Enrollment of Dennysville Residents 
 
Years K to 8 9 to 12 Total 
2001 – 02 34 23 57 
2000 – 01 31 20 51 
1999 – 00 39 25 64 
1998 – 99 38 22 60 
1997 – 98 41 23 64 
1996 – 97 44 20 64 
1995 – 96 45 20 65 
1994 – 95 43 20 63 
1993 – 94 43 22 65 
1992 – 93 44 26 70 
1991 – 92 48 25 73 
1990 – 91 47 24 71 
Source: Dennysville Town Reports, Maine Dept of Ed. Note: Pre-Kindergarten figures not included. 
 
There are no state statistics predicting future enrollment figures for the town.  The 52% increase 
in residents under 5 years of age suggests that school enrollments may increase over the next ten 
years. However, the trend of declining population in the 5-19 year old group may offset this 
trend over the planning period. Total enrollment numbers are very low, so a few new housing 
subdivisions or economic opportunities that affect the ability of families to stay in the region 
could increase enrollments.  Accordingly, a definitive estimate is not possible.   
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Educational Attainment 
Dennysville 2000 Washington Co. 2000 State 2000 
 Number Percent Percent Percent 
High School 
Graduate or 
higher 
190 86.8 79.9 85.4 
Bachelor's 
degree or 
higher 
40 18.3 14.7 22.9 
Note:  Percent calculated from persons aged 25 and over. 
Source:  2000 Census 
 
POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Given the importance of understanding, planning for and meeting the needs of current and future 
residents, the town has developed the following policies and implementation strategies to 
monitor actively the size, characteristics and distribution of its population and to utilize that 
information when making administrative and policy decisions for the town: 
 
1.  The town will gather all available population estimates, census data and other information 
concerning the number and characteristics of the town’s population.  These will be maintained in 
appropriate files that shall be available in the town hall for use by the Town Officers and by 
residents. 
Responsibility:  Planning Board  
Time Frame: Immediate (To be completed within two years) 
 
2.  The town will update the population information files every five years. 
Responsibility:  Planning Board  
 Time Frame:  Long Term (Ongoing or to be completed within five to ten years) 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The population of Dennysville has declined over the last ten years and over the long term.  Our 
population is aging and the number of school age children has declined.  As with Washington 
County, our town has seen a decrease in the average household size.  More retirees and single 
parent households are found.   Limited employment opportunities help explain the decline in the 
numbers of young families residing in Dennysville.  The town should continue to make available 
demographic information to residents and should remain mindful of the needs of the changing 
population. 
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D.  NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Abundant and valuable natural resources drove the initial settling of the town. The natural 
resources of Dennysville continue to contribute greatly to our quality of life. Information on 
natural resources is necessary to protect environmentally sensitive areas, and to identify 
opportunities and constraints for development.  These resources provide desired open spaces and 
are valued for habitat preservation, recreational opportunities such as fishing, boating, 
snowmobiling, hunting, canoeing, hiking, and cross-country skiing, as well as for other 
activities. 
 
The goal of this section is to protect the quality and manage the quantity of Dennysville’s natural 
resources, as well as to safeguard the agricultural, forest and recreational resources that support 
our economy. 
  
LOCATION AND TOPOGRAPHY 
 
The Town of Dennysville is located in the eastern part of Washington County, Maine. The town 
is situated approximately 112 miles east of Bangor and is bordered on the north by Charlotte, on 
the east by Pembroke, on the south by Cobscook Bay and Edmunds Township and on the west 
by Edmunds Township and No 14. Township. The land area of the town is approximately 9,704 
acres. See Map 3: Topography and Flood Zones at the end of this section for general contour 
elevations. 
 
GEOLOGY 
 
Dennysville is located in a region of massive granite intrusion that was glaciated in the 
Wisconsin age.  The glacier caused till (unsorted, poorly drained soil) to be deposited over the 
entire region. This poorly drained till formed bogs and ponds and altered the drainage pattern. 
The underlying granite caused the till to be more thickly deposited on the northwest sides of 
ridges: on the southeast sides boulders were "plucked" and transported further south. Thick till 
deposits are also found in bedrock ''valleys" and depressions.  The weight of the ice (in some 
places a mile thick) caused the land to be depressed in relation to the level of the sea. Marine 
sediments (silts and clays) were deposited in valleys and more sheltered locations. The release of 
pressure due to the melting allowed the land to rise slowly. This explains why silt and clay 
deposits can be found at elevations of 100 feet or more.  In some areas, isolated deposits of sand 
and gravel (ice contact and glacial outwash) can be found.  In some areas, isolated deposits of 
sand and gravel (ice contact and glacial outwash) can be found, notably along SR 86 at 
Dennysville Station. 
 
LAND SUITABILITY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
 
Soils 
 
Dennysville has no public sewerage systems and only one public water facility (see Map 5).  
Development depends on the private provision and maintenance of safe and adequate septic 
systems and wells.  Septic systems should always be designed and constructed carefully, but this 
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is especially crucial when such systems are placed in areas with poorly drained soils, shallow 
bedrock soils, and soils with high water tables. Development on poorly suited soils is the 
underlying cause of many environmental and, ultimately, economic problems. Water pollution, 
the high cost of mitigation and maintenance of individual wells and public services, and the 
destruction of existing wildlife and scenic areas are just a few of the many ways that a 
community and its residents pay for improper land use.  
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soil Conservation Service (SCS) has 
prepared soil classification maps for each state (STATSGO). Soil maps for STATSGO are often 
compiled by generalizing more detailed (SSURGO) soil survey maps. Where more detailed soil 
survey maps are not available, as is the case in Washington County, data on geology, 
topography, vegetation, and climate are assembled, together with Land Remote Sensing Satellite 
(LANDSAT) images. Soils of like areas are studied, and the probable classification and extent of 
the soils are determined.  Map 4 – STATSGO Soils and Gravel Pits provides this level of 
information for Dennysville. 
 
Soil Potential for Low Density Development (LDD) 
 
Very few areas of Dennysville, or indeed of Maine in general, have large tracts of land that are 
ideal for residential development. The Natural Resources Conservation Service of the USDA has 
produced a handbook of Soil Survey Data for Growth Management in Washington County. This 
publication is available at the Dennysville Town office along with soils maps at a scale of 1 inch 
= 2000 feet. It includes many tables that interpret the suitability of different soils for agricultural 
production, woodland productivity, erodability and low density development. 
 
This last interpretation – rating of soil potential for low density urban development – is provided 
in the table below to guide the concentration of development in Dennysville. Under this system 
soil potentials are referenced to an individual soil within the county that has the fewest 
limitations to development (depth to water table, bedrock etc.). This reference soil is given a 
value of 100 points. Costs that are incurred to overcome limitations to development are 
developed for all other soils. These costs, as well as costs associated with environmental 
constraints and long term maintenance, are converted to index points that are subtracted from the 
reference soil. The result is a comparative evaluation of development costs for the soils in the 
county. The overall range is large with values between 0 and 100. These numerical ratings are 
separated into Soil Potential Rating Classes of very low to very high. Thus in the table a soil 
with a Very High rating has very good potential for development. 
 
Dennysville – Soil Suitability for Development Potential by Rating Class 
 
Map Unit Soil Name Septics Dwellings Roads Development 
29T Gouldsboro Silt Loam Very Low Very Low Very Low Very Low 
39M Wonsqueak and Bucksport Soils, frequently 
flooded 
Very Low Very Low Very Low Very Low 
39P Bucksport and Wonsqueak soils Very Low Very Low Very Low Very Low 
220C Colton Gravelly Sandy Loam, 8-15% Very Low High High Medium 
227-B Nicholville Very Fine Sandy Loam, 3-8% Medium High Medium Medium 
230C-D Buxton Silt Loam, 8-15% Medium Medium Medium Medium 
232B Lamoine-Buxton Complex 0-8% Very low Medium Medium Low 
235B Lamoine Silt Loam, 0-6% Very low Medium Medium Low 
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Map Unit Soil Name Septics Dwellings Roads Development 
236A Lamoine-Scantic Complex, 0-5% Very low Medium Medium Low 
238C Marlow Fine Sandy Loam, 8-15% Medium Medium High Medium 
262B Tunbridge-Lyman Complex, 3-8% Medium High High High 
262C Tunbridge-Lyman Complex, 8-15% Medium Medium Medium Medium 
263C Tunbridge-Lyman-Abram Complex, 3-15%, 
very stony 
Medium Medium Medium Medium 
263E Abram-Lyman Complex, 15-45%, very stony Very Low Very Low Very Low Very Low 
271B Dixfield-Colonel Complex, 3-8%, very stony High High High High 
329C Tunbridge-Lamoine-Lyman Complex, 0-15%, 
very stony 
Medium Medium Medium Medium 
330B Lamoine-Tunbridge-Scantic Complex, 0-8%, 
very stony 
Very low Medium Medium Low 
332B Lamoine-Buxton-Scantic Complex, 0-15% Very low Medium Medium Low 
333A Scantic-Biddeford Association, 0-3% Very Low Very Low Very Low Very Low 
363C Lyman-Tunbridge-Abram Complex, 3-15%, 
very stony 
Low Low Medium Low 
363E Lyman-Tunbridge- Abram Complex, 15-60%, 
very stony 
Very Low Very Low Low Very Low 
364B Naskeag-Tunbridge-Lyman Complex, 0-8%, 
very stony 
Very Low Medium Medium Low 
Source: USDA-NRSC Orono, ME – Soil Survey Data for Growth Management in Washington County, Maine, 
1997 
 
Highly Erodible Soils 
 
The removal of surface vegetation from large areas of land can cause erosion, which is a major 
contributor of pollution to surface waters. Highly erodible soils have a potential to erode faster 
than normal. Soil composition affects its susceptibility to erosion but the combined effects of 
slope length and steepness are the greatest contributing factors when identifying highly erodible 
soils.  
 
Most development and intensive land use can and should take place on areas with slopes of less 
than 15 percent (representing an average drop of 15 feet or less in 100 feet horizontal distance). 
On slopes greater than 15 percent, the costs of roads, foundations and septic, sewer and other 
utility systems rise rapidly.  Map 3:  Topography and Flood Zones identifies the location of steep 
slopes in Dennsyville. 
 
FARM AND FOREST LAND 
 
Soils in Dennysville are not generally suitable for farming. There are, however, some operations 
producing blueberries and cranberries (see Map 6 - Land Cover) as well as some small organic 
farming endeavors. Very little of the soils in Dennysville are listed as Prime Farmland, the 
exception being one type of Dixfield soils located in a tiny area in the northeastern corner of the 
town  - see Map 4. 
  
Maine's forests and forest industry still play a vital role in the state's economy, especially in 
Northern and Eastern Maine. Forested areas provide an abundant and diverse wildlife population 
for the use and enjoyment of all Maine citizens. Furthermore, the forest protects the soil and 
water and contributes to a wide variety of recreational and aesthetic experiences.  
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The forest provides a wide variety of wildlife habitats for both game and non-game species. Loss 
of forestland can be attributed to development and to irresponsible harvesting techniques.  When 
forestland is fragmented, public access becomes more restricted due to increased land posting. 
To optimize forestland use, forests should be effectively managed and harvested. 
 
Major Forestland Owners 
 
Sixty-five percent of the land area in Dennysville was once owned by large industrial forestland 
owners (approximately 5,000 acres).  Much of this land is changing hands today. It is on the 
market and is being surveyed for subdivision. A significant portion of this land has been 
purchased for conservation purposes (750 acres) and other large lot subdivisions are pending that 
will change the land use pattern of the past several decades.  
 
WATER RESOURCES 
 
Watersheds 
 
A watershed is the land area in which runoff from precipitation drains into a body of water.  The 
boundaries of watersheds, also known as drainage divides, are shown for Dennysville on Map 5:  
Aquifers, Watersheds and Wetlands.  Dennysville is a small place, 15.12 square miles, and 
contains no entire watersheds. The Dennys River forms its western boundary and land along the 
entire length of this boundary was recently purchased by the Atlantic Salmon Commission – see 
Map 2. The town also shares stewardship of Wilson Stream, also known as Hardscrabble River 
with its northern and eastern neighbors, the towns of Charlotte and Pembroke. Within its 
boundaries, the Town of Dennysville has no lakes or great ponds.   
 
The portion of the watershed that has the greatest potential to affect a body of water is its direct 
watershed, or that part which does not first drain through upstream areas. Anything that can be 
transported by water will eventually reach and impact the quality of a water body. Development 
activities, such as house and road construction and timber harvesting, may disturb the land that 
drains to a lake by streams and groundwater contributing pollutants and other substances to 
waterbodies, degrading water quality.  Activity anywhere in the watershed, even several miles 
away, has the potential to impact the water quality of our streams, rivers, ponds and lakes. 
 
Threats to water quality come from point and non-point discharges. Point source pollution is 
discharged directly from a specific site such as a municipal sewage treatment plant or an 
industrial outfall pipe. There are no point source discharges within the Town of Dennysville. 
 
Non-point source pollution poses the greatest threat to water quality in Maine communities and 
Dennysville is no exception. The most significant contributing source comes from erosion and 
sedimentation as well as excessive run-off of nutrients. Additional contributing factors include 
animal wastes, fertilizers, sand and salt storage, waste lagoons, faulty septic systems, roadside 
erosion, leaking underground storage tanks, and hazardous substances. Identification and 
regulation of these sites is important in safeguarding both surface and ground waters. 
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Rivers, Streams, and Brooks 
 
As defined by Maine's Natural Resources Protection Act, (NRPA Tile 38 MRSA Section 480-B 
(9))a river, stream, or brook is defined as: 
 
"River, stream or brook" means a channel between defined banks. A channel is created by the action of surface 
water and has 2 or more of the following characteristics. 
9.  River, stream or brook.    
A. It is depicted as a solid or broken blue line on the most recent edition of the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute 
series topographic map or, if that is not available, a 15-minute series topographic map.  [1995, c. 92, §2 (new).]  
B. It contains or is known to contain flowing water continuously for a period of at least 3 months of the year in most 
years.  [1995, c. 92, §2 (new).]  
C. The channel bed is primarily composed of mineral material such as sand and gravel, parent material or bedrock 
that has been deposited or scoured by water.  [1995, c. 92, §2 (new).]  
     
D. The channel contains aquatic animals such as fish, aquatic insects or mollusks in the water or, if no surface water 
is present, within the stream bed.  [1995, c. 92, §2 (new).]  
E. The channel contains aquatic vegetation and is essentially devoid of upland vegetation.  [1995, c. 92, §2 (new).]  
"River, stream or brook" does not mean a ditch or other drainage way constructed, or constructed and maintained, 
solely for the purpose of draining storm water or a grassy swale.  
[2001, c. 618, §1 (amd).] 
 
Dennysville’s rivers, streams and brooks, as illustrated on Map 5, include the Dennys River and 
Wilson Stream. To assess what portion of Maine's rivers, streams, and brooks meet the goal of 
the Clean Water Act; MDEP uses bacteriological, dissolved oxygen, and aquatic life criteria. All 
river waters are classified into one of four categories, Class AA, A, B, and C as defined by 
legislation. Class AA is the highest classification with outstanding quality and high levels of 
protection.  Class C, on the other end of the spectrum, is suitable for recreation and fishing yet 
has higher levels of bacteria and lower levels of oxygen. The following table provides the 
classifications for Dennysville’s waterways with definitions of all classifications in the footnotes: 
 
Waterway Waterway Segment Classification 
I. Dennys River, main stem 1. From the outlet of 
Meddybemps Lake to 
the Route 1 Bridge  
Class AA 
 2. From the Route 1 
Bridge to tidewater  
Class B - Further, the legislature finds that the free 
flowing habitat of this river segment provides 
irreplaceable social and economic benefits and that 
this use must be maintained. 
II. Dennys River Tributaries  Class A unless otherwise specified 
 1. All tributaries entering 
below the US 1 Bridge  
Class B 
Those waters draining directly or indirectly into tidal waters 
of Washington County, including impoundments of the 
Pennamaquan River, with the exception of the Dennys River, 
the East Machias River, the Machias River, the Narraguagus 
River and the Pleasant River Basins. 
Class B unless otherwise specified 
Class AA - Drinking water supply, recreation in and on the water, fishing, navigation and a natural and free flowing 
habitat for fish and other aquatic life. 
Class A - Drinking water supply, recreation in and on the water, fishing, industrial process and cooling water 
supply; hydroelectric power generation, navigation, and unimpaired habitat for fish and other aquatic life. 
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Waterway Waterway Segment Classification 
Class B - Drinking water supply, recreation in and on the water, fishing, industrial process and cooling water 
supply; hydroelectric power generation, navigation, and unimpaired habitat for fish and other aquatic life. 
Class C - Drinking water supply, recreation in and on the water, fishing, industrial process and cooling water 
supply; hydroelectric power generation, navigation, and a habitat for fish and other aquatic life. 
 
Shorelands and Floodplains 
 
Shorelands are environmentally important areas because of their relationship to water quality, 
their value as wildlife habitat and travel, and their function as floodplains. Development and the 
removal of vegetation in shoreland areas can increase runoff and sedimentation leading to an 
increase in the amount of nutrients and other pollutants that reach surface water. This can lead to 
algal blooms and closure of shellfishing areas. Steep slopes with highly erodible soils are 
particularly susceptible to erosion. The Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, adopted by Dennysville in 
1995 is designed to provide protection to shorelands. 
 
Floodplains serve to accommodate high levels and large volumes of water and to dissipate the 
force of flow. A floodplain absorbs and stores a large amount of water, later becoming a source 
of aquifer recharge.  Floodplains also serve as wildlife habitats, open space and outdoor 
recreation without interfering with their emergency overflow capacity. Flooding can cause 
serious destruction of property and activities that increase paved or impervious surfaces and/or 
that change the watercourse on floodplains increase the quantity and rate of runoff that can 
intensify flooding impacts downstream. 
 
The 100-year floodplains within Dennysville have been identified by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for administration of the Federal Flood Insurance Program, in 
which Dennysville is a participant. A 100-year flood is a flood that has 1 chance in 100 of being 
equaled or exceeded in any 1-year period. One hundred year floodplains are associated with 
coastline, estuaries and coastal wetlands in Dennysville - See Map 3:  Topography and Flood 
Zones. These include shoreland areas along the following:  Dennys River and Wilson Stream. 
Dennysville has adopted a Floodplain Management Ordinance that includes construction 
standards to minimize flood damage within the 100-year floodplain.  
 
Flooding below Route 1 in Meadow Brook has occurred as a result of beaver activity. The top of 
Dennys Bay at Route 1 is also an area influenced by high tide and severe weather flooding. But 
there are no other areas in Dennysville where flooding has been a problem. 
 
Freshwater Wetlands 
 
The term "wetlands" is defined under both state and federal laws as "those areas that are 
inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to 
support prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils." Wetlands include 
freshwater swamps, bogs, marshes, heaths, swales, and meadows. There is no longer a ten-acre 
threshold associated with regulated freshwater wetlands.   
 
Wetlands are important to the public health, safety and welfare because they act as a filter, 
absorb excess water, serve as aquifer discharge areas, and provide critical habitats for a wide 
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range of fish and wildlife. They are fragile natural resources.  Even building on the edge of a 
wetland can have significant environmental consequences. Some wetlands have important 
recreational and educational value providing opportunities for fishing, boating, hunting, and 
environmental education. Planning efforts should take into account the constraints of these areas.  
 
The MDEP has identified wetlands located within Dennysville, as illustrated on Map 5:  
Aquifers, Watersheds and Wetlands. These wetlands were identified as wetlands by aerial photo 
interpretation. Interpretations were confirmed by soil mapping and other wetland inventories. 
Field verification of the location and boundaries of the wetlands should be undertaken prior to 
development. The MDEP has jurisdiction over freshwater wetlands and floodplain wetlands 
under the Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA)/Wetland Protection Rules and Site Location 
of Development Act. Finally, the Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Law provides protection to 
mapped non-forested wetlands that are over ten acres in size. 
 
Wetland alterations can contribute to wetland loss. The most common sources of alterations 
include commercial, residential and urban development; transportation and roads; floodplain 
development; pollution; peat mining; timber harvesting; and agriculture. 
 
Groundwater - Sand and Gravel Aquifers 
 
Aquifers may be of two types: bedrock aquifers and sand and gravel aquifers.  A bedrock aquifer 
is adequate for small yields.  A sand and gravel aquifer is a Deposit of coarse-grained surface 
materials that, in all probability, can supply large volumes of groundwater.  Boundaries are 
based on the best-known information and encompass areas that tend to be the principal 
groundwater recharge sites.  Recharge to these specific aquifers, however, is likely to occur over 
a more extensive area than the aquifer itself. 
 
The Maine Geological Survey has identified two sand and gravel aquifers within Dennysville, as 
shown on Map 5:  Aquifers, Watersheds and Wetlands. The aquifers, one of which is located 
along the border with Township 14 and the other of which is located along the southern border 
with Edmunds Township, both yield between 10 and 50 gallons per minute (GPM). Map 5 also 
shows the location of the following Public Water Supply Source1 in Dennysville: 
                                                          
1 The Maine Rules Relating to Drinking Water (Chapter 231) define a "public water system" as any publicly or privately owned 
system of pipes or other constructed conveyances, structures and facilities through which water is obtained for or sold, furnished 
or distributed to the public for human consumption, if such a system has at least 15 service connections, regularly serves an 
average of at least 25 individuals daily at least 60 days out of the year or bottles water for sale.  
1. Community Water System: A public water system which serves at least fifteen service connections used by year-
round residents or regularly serves at least twenty-five year-round residents. 
2. Non-Community Water System: A public water system that is not a community water system. There are two types 
of Non-Community Water Systems. These are: 
a. Non-Transient, Non-Community Water Systems: A Non-Community water system that serves at least 25 
of the same persons for six months or more per year and may include, but is not limited to, a school, factory, 
industrial park or office building, and 
b. Transient Non-Community Water Systems: A Non-Community water system that serves at least 25 
persons, but not necessarily the same persons, for at least 60 days per year and may include, but is not 
limited to, a highway rest stop, seasonal restaurant, seasonal motel, golf course, park or campground. A 
bottled water company is a transient, non-community water system. 
 
Section D Natural Resources 
 
D-8 
Water System Name Public Water Supply Type Source Name Source Type 
DENNYSVILLE HEIGHTS Community WELL 1 Groundwater 
Source: Department of Human Services, Bureau of Health, Division of Health Engineering, Drinking Water Program; Jan 3/03 
 
Map 5 can be used to identify surface sites that are unfavorable for storage or disposal of wastes 
or toxic hazardous materials.   
 
It is important to protect groundwater from pollution and depletion.  Once groundwater is 
contaminated, it is difficult, if not impossible, to clean.  Contamination can eventually spread 
from groundwater to surface water and vice versa.  Almost all groundwater contamination in 
Maine originates from non-point source pollution, rather than point source pollution. Most 
important non-point contamination sources include: agriculture, hazardous waste spill sites, 
landfills, petroleum products and leaking underground storage tanks, road-salt storage and 
application, septic systems, saltwater intrusion, shallow well injection, and waste lagoons. In 
addition to these major sources, things as diverse as golf courses, cemeteries, dry cleaners, 
burned buildings, and automobile service stations are potential threats to groundwater. Thus, it is 
important to take measures to prevent contamination before it occurs.   
 
Protecting a groundwater resource and preventing contamination are the most effective and least 
expensive techniques for preserving a clean water supply for current and future uses. 
Groundwater flows according to geography, not municipal boundaries.  Consequently, it is 
essential that all communities sharing groundwater resource and their recharge zones should 
cooperate regionally to protect it.  This will include consistent regulations and enforcement and 
development of a regional water quality protection plan, as appropriate. 
 
MARINE RESOURCES 
 
There are no major harbor facilities (wharves, docks, piers, mooring areas, etc.) located within 
Dennysville.  Local fisherman use facilities in neighboring communities.  Within the town there 
are two no surfaced boat launch ramps.  See section below on Public Access. Shipbuilding was 
historically important to the local economy but is no longer active in the town. 
 
The location of Coastal Wading Bird and Waterfowl Habitat s depicted on Map 7 – Critical 
Resources. In order to distinguish between the two, molluscan shellfish habitat, which roughly 
coincides with the coastal waterfowl habitat, is depicted on Map 9 – Marine Resources along 
with Atlantic salmon spawning and rearing habitat.   Anadromous Fish (like Salmon and Trout: 
fish that return from the sea to the rivers where they were born in order to breed) are found in the 
Dennys River.  See the Critical Natural Resources subsection below for more information on 
Atlantic Salmon.  Catadromous Fish (like Eels: fish that spend most of their lives in fresh water 
but migrate to salt water to breed) are also found in the Dennys River. 
 
CRITICAL NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Maine Natural Areas Program 
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The Natural Areas Program is administered by the State Department of Conservation whose job 
it is to document Rare and Unique Botanical Features. These include the habitat of rare, 
threatened, or endangered plant species and unique or exemplary natural communities. The 
Maine Natural Areas Program has documented no rare and unique botanical features for 
Dennysville. 
 
Wildlife Habitats 
 
Conserving an array of habitats and their associated wildlife species will help in maintaining 
biological diversity and ensuring that wildlife and human populations remain healthy. To feed 
and reproduce, wildlife relies on a variety of food, cover, water, and space. Development can 
result in the deterioration of habitats and diversity through habitat fragmentation and loss of open 
space and essential travel corridors.  
 
Essential Wildlife Habitats - Essential Wildlife Habitats are defined under the Maine 
Endangered Species Act as a habitat "currently or historically providing physical or biological 
features essential to the conservation of the species" as identified by MDIFW. The Maine 
Endangered Species Act is designed to protect threatened and endangered species.  As of 2001 
there were three bald eagle nest site areas along the Dennys River. They can be seen on Map 7 – 
Critical Resources. Map 8 – Marine Resources depicts the location of Atlantic Salmon Spawning 
and Rearing Habitat in Dennysville. 
 
Atlantic Salmon - In December 1999, the State of Maine banned angling for Atlantic salmon 
statewide.  In November 2000, the National Marine Fisheries Service and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service officially declared as endangered the Atlantic salmon populations in eight 
Maine rivers (Dennys, East Machias, Machias, Pleasant, Narraguagus, Ducktrap and Sheepscot 
rivers and Cove Brook).  
  
Accordingly, it is unlawful to angle, take or possess any Atlantic salmon from all Maine waters 
(including coastal waters), and it is a federal offense to take fish in the above-mentioned eight 
Maine rivers.  Any salmon incidentally caught, must be released immediately, alive and 
uninjured.  At no time should the Atlantic salmon be removed from the waters.  Salmon angling 
was once an important part of the local economy as it brought significant numbers of sports 
fisherman to our town.  The loss of this revenue to our town and to local businesses has not been 
replaced. 
 
In an attempt to preserve Atlantic salmon habitat, the state has begun negotiations for the 
outright purchase of lands in applicable watersheds, as well as seeking conservation easements 
and stricter state regulations in these areas. State purchases and conservation easements to 
protect salmon habitat are of important economic concern to the affected communities.   
 
During 2002, the State purchased 793.33 + acres in fee on behalf of the Atlantic Salmon 
Commission in Dennysville (East Ridge Phase II) to protect Atlantic salmon spawning and 
rearing habitat found within the Dennys River watershed. The combined acres from Phases I and 
II will permanently protect 65% of this river's spawning and nursery habitat. Phase II of the 
project involves acquisition of more than 1% of the state valuation of Dennysville. Under 5 
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MRSA, Section 6208, such an acquisition required approval of the elected municipal officials of 
the town, which was received.   
 
Tributaries of listed rivers will themselves be the subject of conservation as well.  Regionally, 
the salmon listing has affected aquaculture industries, which employ area residents.  
 
Significant Wildlife Habitat - Significant Wildlife habitats, as defined in the NRPA, are 
illustrated on Map 7:  Critical Resources.  Dennysville does not have any state recognized deer 
wintering areas (DWA).  There is a DWA located in Edmunds on the border with Dennysville.  
Coastal wading bird and waterfowl habitat areas are found along the shores of the Dennys River 
and Wilson Stream (also known as Hardscrabble River).  Inland wading and waterfowl habitat 
areas are found along portions of these waterways.  See Map 7.  Shorebird nesting is found along 
the Dennys River and its inlets.  One Brook Floater wildlife habitat is located inland near SR 86. 
 
STATE PARKS AND PUBLIC RESERVED LANDS 
 
Dennysville has no state parks.  Cobscook Bay State Park is located in neighboring Edmunds. It 
has 888 acres with campsites and shelters located on the water's edge, and offers boating, hot 
showers, picnic area, hiking and groomed cross-country ski trails.  Access is limited from US 1. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION 
 
There are a variety of laws and legal incentives that protect the natural resources in Dennysville. 
Those of greatest significance are summarized below. 
 
Pertinent Federal and State Laws – There are a number of federal and state laws that protect 
the natural resources of Beals. These include: 
 
• Maine Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA) – which regulates activities in, on, over 
or adjacent to natural resources such as lakes, wetlands, streams, rivers, fragile mountain 
areas, and sand dune systems. Standards focus on the possible impacts to the resources 
and to existing uses. 
• Maine Storm Water Management – regulates activities creating impervious or disturbed 
areas (of size and location) because of their potential impacts to water quality. In effect, 
this law extends storm water standards to smaller-than Site Law –sized projects. It 
requires quantity standards for storm water to be met in some areas, and both quantity 
and quality standards to be met in others. 
• Maine Site Location of Development Law – regulates developments that may have a 
substantial impact on the environment (i.e., large subdivisions and/or structures, 20 acre 
plus developments, and metallic mineral mining operations. Standards address a range of 
environmental impacts. 
• Maine Minimum Lot Size Law – regulates subsurface waste disposal through 
requirements for minimum lot size and minimum frontage on a water body. The 
minimum lot size requirement for a single- family residence is 20,000 square feet; the 
shoreland frontage requirement is 100 feet. The requirements for multi-family and other 
uses are based on the amount of sewage generated. 
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• Maine Endangered Species Act – regulates the designation and protection of endangered 
species including disallowing municipal action from superceding protection under the 
Act. 
• The Forest Practices Act - regulates the practice of clear cutting by setting regeneration 
and clear cut size requirements. 
 
Pertinent Local Laws - At the local level, Dennysville has adopted minimum shoreland 
standards, as required by the State Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Act and a Floodplain 
Management Ordinance. Surface waters in Dennysville are also protected through the Plumbing 
Code and the local Subdivision Ordinance. Dennysville last revised its shoreland zoning 
ordinance in 1955 and created its building permit ordinance as a result of the original 
comprehensive plan. This Comprehensive Plan recommends the adoption of a Land Use 
Ordinance to provide further protection to the water resources.  
 
Pertinent Tax Incentive Programs: A variety of programs provide financial incentives for 
landowners to keep land undeveloped and managed for long term productivity. They include the 
following: 
 
• Farm and Open Space Tax Law - (Title 36, MRSA, Section 1101, et seq.) encourages 
landowners to conserve farmland and open space by taxing the land at a rate based on its 
current use, rather than potential fair market value.  
 
Eligible parcels in the farmland program must be at least five contiguous acres, utilized for the 
production of farming, agriculture or horticulture activities and show gross earnings from 
agricultural production of at least $2,000 (which may include the value of commodities produced 
for consumption by the farm household) during one of the last two years or three of the last five 
years.   
 
The Open Space portion of this program has no minimum lot size requirements and the tract 
must be preserved or restricted in use to provide a public benefit by conserving scenic resources, 
enhancing public recreation opportunities, promoting game management or preserving wildlife 
habitat.  
 
In 2001, Dennysville had no farmland enrolled in this program 
 
• Tree Growth Tax Law - (Title 36, MRSA, Section 571, et seq.) provides for the valuation 
of land classified as forestland on the basis of productivity, rather than fair market, value.  
 
According to municipal records for fiscal year 2001, in Dennysville there were 2 parcels totaling 
4,000+ acres in tree growth tax status. 
 
These programs enable farmers and other landowners to use their property for its productive use 
at a property tax rate that reflects farming and open space rather than residential development 
land valuations. If the property is removed from the program, a penalty is assessed against the 
property based on the number of years the property was enrolled in the program and/or a 
percentage of fair market value upon the date of withdrawal. 
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PUBLIC ACCESS POINTS 
 
The Town has no improved or unimproved public access points, like landings, piers or wharves, 
to surface waters.  Accordingly, the Capital Improvement Plan suggests putting resources to 
securing such access. 
 
OVERALL SITUATION 
 
The future land use ordinance will consider the location of important soils, aquifers, critical 
natural resources, wildlife habitats, resource lands, and discourage incompatible development in 
those regions. Properly managed forests can also be used as effective buffers and environmental 
tools in the protection of waters and wildlife resources. In addition, it is important to ensure 
water quality for the benefits and use of future generations.  
 
Town survey results, depicted below, show relatively strong support for public access and 
preservation of scenic character with somewhat less distinct support for zoning and land 
purchases as a means to achieve these goals. 
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 POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to protect and preserve the natural resources within the town of Dennysville, the town 
will continue to update local land use regulations to maintain consistency with the minimum 
State of Maine requirements. Dennysville last revised its shoreland zoning ordinance in 1995 and 
created its building permit ordinance as a result of the original comprehensive plan. The town 
has developed the following policies and implementation strategies to further protect and 
preserve the natural resources: 
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1. In order to protect the existing waterfowl/wading bird habitats within the town, 
protection provisions will be included in the Land Use Ordinance. The Land Use 
Ordinance will require that when landowners, project planners, municipalities or state 
agencies propose a development in or near the site of an Essential Habitat or Significant 
Habitat, a Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Biologist must be 
contacted for immediate assistance. Early consultation will help resolve avoidable 
conflicts and prevent unnecessary delays and economic pitfalls that might otherwise arise 
during final project reviews.  
  Responsibility:   Planning Board 
Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
2. On a regional level, the town will develop compatible water quality standards for the 
protection of the shared aquifer. The planning boards of Pembroke and Charlotte will be 
contacted to discuss the regional protection of the shared aquifer by development of 
regional water regulations. Once these standards are established, they may be 
incorporated into the local land use ordinance and shoreland zoning regulations, if 
appropriate. Once adopted, the planning boards will monitor their effectiveness. 
  Responsibility:   Planning Board 
Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
3. The Shoreland Zoning Regulations will be updated when necessary in order to maintain 
compliance with minimum State and Federal regulations and reflect the local needs of the 
community. 
  Responsibility:  Planning Board 
Time Frame: Ongoing 
 
4. The town will ensure the proper management of stormwater runoff from new 
developments and take steps to encourage proper stormwater management throughout all 
town watersheds.  The Planning Board will develop a land use ordinance and amend the 
subdivision ordinance to include stormwater management standards aimed at controlling 
the quantity and quality of stormwater flow from new development. Standards will seek 
to retain stormwater on-site to the maximum extent practicable.  
Responsibility:  Planning Board 
  Time Frame:   Immediate 
 
5. The town recognizes the limitations of generalized soils maps in development siting 
decisions. More specific detail is required to avoid contamination of surface or 
groundwaters. Therefore landowners seeking building permit applications will be 
referred to the soils maps in the town office and their interpretations with respect to their 
suitability for development. Lot sizes in the growth area will be increased if soil potential 
ratings and site specific soils analysis necessitate a larger area to accommodate 
development siting. 
  Responsibility:   Planning Board 
Time Frame: Immediate   
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SUMMARY 
 
Dennysville currently offers protection to its natural resources with locally adopted regulations. 
Ordinance provisions will be updated to be consistent with the minimum requirements of State 
and Federal Regulations. In order to offer protection to the town’s water supply, a regional effort 
is necessary. Aquifer protection performance standards will be included in the local land use 
ordinance and provided when applicable to neighboring communities. 
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E. EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMY 
 
This section of the Comprehensive Plan examines economic indicators, such as income, to assess 
the economic health of the community. The goal of the Employment and Economy section is to 
develop policies which promote an economic climate in Dennysville that increases the town’s 
tax base, improves job opportunities for residents, and encourages overall economic well-being. 
 
INCOME 
 
Median household income and the percent change over the recent period are shown in Tables 1 
and 2. While the median household income in Dennysville has increased since 1990, it has and 
will likely continue lower than the county and state median household income. During the last 
intercensal period, Dennysville experienced an improved median household income increase of 
15 percent, while Washington Country had an almost 30 percent increase, and the state saw an 
almost 34 percent increase. At the town level, the median household income estimate for 2001 
and projection for 2006, both made by Claritas, are most likely overestimations. 
 
Table 1 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
U.S. Census Claritas Forecast 
 
1989 1999 2001 Est. 2006 Projection 
Dennysville $17,395 $20,000 26,136 $27,569 
Washington 
County $19,967 $25,869 $26,008 $27,868 
Maine $27,896 $37,240 $37,592 $40,994 
Source: U.S. Census, Claritas 
 
Table 2 
 
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME CHANGE 
 1989-1999
 
Dennysville 15.0% 
 
Washington County 29.6% 
 
Maine 33.5% 
Source: U.S. Census 
 
 
Table 3 shows the income distribution for residents of Dennysville and Washington County from 
the 2000 Census.  Both the per capita income and median income in Dennysville are lower than 
found in Washington County as a whole.   
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Table 3 
Dennysville Washington County Income in 1999: 2000 Census 
Number Percent Number Percent 
Households 150 100.0 14,119 100.0 
Less than $10,000 37 24.7 2,515 17.8 
$10,000 to $14,999 23 15.3 1,745 12.4 
$15,000 to $24,999 29 19.3 2,579 18.3 
$25,000 to $34,999 19 12.7 2,156 15.3 
$35,000 to $49,999 13 8.7 1,833 13.0 
$50,000 to $74,999 11 7.3 668 4.7 
$75,000 to $99,999 15 10.0 318 2.3 
$100,000 to $149,999 3 2.0 74 0.5 
$150,000 or more 0 - 120 0.8 
Median household income (dollars) 20,000 - 25,869 - 
Per capita income (dollars) 13,336 - 14,119 - 
Source: U.S.  Census 
 
Table 4 shows the sources of income for residents of Dennysville and Washington County in 
1989, the most recent year for which this data is available.   Of those households surveyed, most 
derived their primary source of income from wage and salaried positions. However, this figure 
was 6% less for Dennysville than for Washington County.  Wage and salary employment is a 
broad measure of economic well-being but does not indicate whether the jobs are of good 
quality. Wage and salary income includes total money earnings received for work performed - 
wages, salary, commissions, tips, piece-rate payments, and cash bonuses earned before tax 
deductions.  A greater percentage of Dennysville residents collect social security income (almost 
40%) than do residents of the county.  Social Security income includes Social Security pensions, 
survivor’s benefits and permanent disability insurance payments made by the Social Security 
Administration, prior to deductions for medical insurance and federal railroad retirement 
insurance. More than 16% of Dennysville’s residents received public assistance including 
payments made by Federal or State welfare agencies to low-income persons who are 65 years or 
older, blind, or disabled; aid to families with dependent children; or general assistance.  
 
Table 4 
Income Type in 1989 Dennysville Washington County 
(Households often have more than one source 
of income, as seen here) Number Percent Number Percent 
Households 152 100.0 13,474 100.0 
With wage and salary income 94 61.8 9,131 67.8 
With nonfarm self-employment income 13 8.6 2,483 18.4 
With farm self-employment income 3 2.0 349 2.6 
With Interest, Dividend, or Net Rental Income 27 17.8 3,660 27.2 
With Social Security income 60 39.5 4,675 34.7 
With public assistance income 25 16.4 1,766 13.1 
With retirement income 28 18.4 2,403 17.8 
Source: U.S.  Census 
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Table 5 shows poverty status in Dennysville and Washington County from the 2000 Census.  
The income criteria used by the U.S. Bureau of Census to determine poverty status consist of a 
set of several thresholds including family size and number of family members under 18 years of 
age.  In 2000, the average poverty threshold for a family of four persons was $17,050 in the 
contiguous 48 states (U.S. DHHS).  Almost 21 percent of Dennysville’s families were listed as 
having incomes below the poverty level, which included 77 individuals, a higher percentage than 
for Washington County. 
 
Table 5 
Dennysville Washington County Poverty Status in 1999  
Below poverty level Number Percent Number Percent 
Individuals     77 23.6 6,272 19.0 
    Persons 18 years and over  64 26.2 4,524 17.8 
    Persons 65 years and over  18 29.5 1,076 19.2 
Families 21 20.8 1,319 14.2 
    With related children under 18 years 10 21.3 861 20.3 
    With related children under 5 years 6 26.1 312 23.5 
Source: U.S.  Census 
 
 
LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT 
 
The labor force is defined as all persons who are either employed or are receiving unemployment 
compensation.  Table 6 shows the distribution of persons aged 16 and above who are in or out of 
the workforce for Dennysville and Washington County.  Dennysville has a higher percentage of 
residents who are not in the workforce than does the county.  This is due to the higher number of 
retirees living in town, as seen in both the higher median age of Dennysville residents and the 
greater percentage of the town residents receiving retirement income as compared to the county 
as a whole.  
 
Table 6 also shows that in 2000, 2.4% of the town’s residents were unemployed, while 
countywide almost 5% were unemployed.  The Census figure for the town is considered by 
many residents to underestimate the unemployment rate.  The unemployment levels can in part 
be explained by the greater reliance on seasonal, agricultural, marine, and craft based work in 
rural areas.  Such seasonal work is less likely to be reported in census data.  In fact, a significant 
informal economy exists, especially in natural resource based jobs, supplementing reported 
incomes with seasonal wages.   
 
The lack of public transportation in rural areas inhibits employment for many residents living on 
the margin.  Residents of larger, service center communities are more likely to be able to walk to 
work or carpool to jobs, as most employment opportunities and transportation alternatives tend 
to be located in those service centers.  Without a car, most residents of Dennysville would not be 
able to get to work, and when unemployed or underemployed in a minimum wage job, many are 
often unable to maintain a vehicle that can get them to the service centers for work.   
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Table 6 
Dennysville Washington County Labor Force Status: 2000 
Number Percent Number Percent 
Persons 16 years and over 252 100.0 27,214 100.0 
In labor force 135 53.6 15,500 57.0 
Civilian labor force 135 53.6 15,354 56.4 
Employed 129 51.2 14,042 51.6 
Unemployed 6 2.4 1,312 4.8 
Armed Forces - - 146 0.5 
Not in labor force 117 46.4 11,714 43.0 
Source:  US Census 
 
Table 7 shows the employed population by industry for Dennysville and Washington County.   
The size of the labor force, its distribution by industry, and how it is employed are important 
factors to consider when planning for future economic development. The plans for a new 
business or the expansion of an already existing one must be based on the assessment of 
available labor, in addition to the potential consumer market. It is important for the town to 
ensure that its labor force be appropriately trained to meet the job market needs, by keeping 
abreast with ever changing technology and emerging industries.  
 
The top four sectors of employment for Dennysville residents in order are:  ‘education, health 
and social services’; ‘manufacturing’; ‘retail trade’; and ‘agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, 
mining’.   Washington County shares the same top two sectors as Dennysville, while the third 
and fourth sectors are ‘agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, mining’ and  ‘retail trade’.  Within the 
small number of employment opportunities for Dennysville residents, there is a moderate 
diversity of occupations, with a focus on education and manufacturing and construction.  While 
there is not one single employer for the town’s residents, most businesses are ultimately 
dependent on one another for their individual success.  The locally based educational service 
jobs would be in jeopardy, as would the local retail trade, without the availability of 
manufacturing and service sector jobs the region.   
 
Manufacturing jobs have provided a base historically for Washington County residents, and still 
do for town residents but as seen throughout the nation and the region, the manufacturing sector 
has declined steadily over the past three decades. Oftentimes, lower paying service sector jobs 
have replaced lost manufacturing jobs but in Washington County, the creation of such jobs has 
not outpaced the demise of the manufacturing base.   
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Table 7 
Employment Characteristics: 2000 Dennysville Washington County 
INDUSTRY Number Percent Number Percent 
Employed persons 16 years and over 129 100.0 14,042 100.0 
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, mining 14 10.9 1,531 10.9 
Construction 11 8.5 944 6.7 
Manufacturing 20 15.5 1,968 14.0 
Wholesale trade 6 4.7 384 2.7 
Retail trade  16 12.4 1,521 10.8 
Transportation, warehousing, utilities info 13 10.1 581 4.1 
Information 0 - 146 1.0 
Finance, insurance, and real estate 4 3.1 433 3.1 
Professional, scientific, management, administrative, 
and waste management services 2 1.6 438 3.1 
Education, health and social services 31 24.0 3,694 26.3 
Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and 
food services 5 3.9 779 5.5 
Other services (except public administration) 0 - 642 4.6 
Public administration 7 5.4 981 7.0 
CLASS OF WORKER     
Private wage and salary workers 70 54.3 9,225 65.7 
Government workers 31 24.0 2,882 20.5 
Self-employed workers 28 21.7 1,886 13.4 
Unpaid family workers 0 - 49 0.3 
Source:  US Census 
 
SALES 
 
Taxable sales are one of the few available indicators of the actual size, growth, and character of 
an economic region. Table 8 presents information on taxable sales of consumer goods by sector 
for Washington County, and the total amount of taxable sales for Dennysville.  The Maine 
Revenue Services does not provide information on taxable sales disaggregated by retail sector at 
the municipal level for Dennysville because of the town’s small size. All figures are in real 
dollars, not adjusted for inflation, and represent only taxable sales.  Dennysville had smaller 
increase in total taxable sales for the period of 1997 to 2001 than the county.  Consumer sales 
constituted almost 100 percent of total taxable sales for Dennysville in 2000.  At the county 
level, total consumer sales constituted more than 92 percent of total taxable sales. 
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Table 8 
 
TAXABLE SALES (in thousands of dollars) 
 
 Washington County Dennysville 
 
Selected Retail Sectors 
 
Annual 
Total Sales 
1997 
 
Annual 
Total Sales 
2001 
 
1997-
2001 
% Chg 
Annual 
Total 
Sales 
1997 
Annual 
Total Sales 
2001 
1997-
2001 
% Chg 
 
Business Operating 11402.6 13034.7 14.3% NA NA -- 
 
Building Supplies 21905.9 23544.8 7.5% NA NA -- 
 
Food Store 32566.6 29833.2 -8.4% NA NA -- 
 
General Merchandise 35580.7 50200.5 41.1% NA NA -- 
 
Other Retail 9351.9 9552.9 2.1% NA NA -- 
 
Auto Transportation 29910.3 27284.1 -8.8% NA NA -- 
 
Restaurant/Lodging 23299.4 25338.6 8.8% NA NA -- 
Total Consumer Sales 152733.2 165722.4 8.5% 430.1 446.7 3.9% 
Total Taxable Sales 164017.4 178788.8 9.0% 430.4 447.1 3.9% 
Source: Maine Revenue Service 
 
Below are the definitions of each retail sector: 
 
Consumer Retail Sales: Total taxable retail sales to consumers.  
 
Total Retail Sales:  Includes Consumer Retail Sales plus special types of sales and rentals to 
businesses where the tax is paid directly by the buyer (such as 
commercial or industrial oil purchase). 
 
Building Supply:  Durable equipment sales, contractors' sales, hardware stores and 
lumberyards. 
 
Food Stores:   All food stores from large supermarkets to small corner food stores. The 
values here are snacks and non-food items only, since food intended for 
home consumption is not taxed. 
 
General Merchandise:  In this sales group are stores carrying lines generally carried in large 
department stores. These include clothing, furniture, shoes, radio-TV, 
household durable goods, home furnishing, etc. 
 
Other Retail:   This group includes a wide selection of taxable sales not covered 
elsewhere. Examples are dry good stores, drug stores, jewelry stores, 
sporting good stores, antique dealers, morticians, bookstores, photo 
supply stores, gift shops, etc. 
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Auto Transportation:  This sales group includes all transportation related retail outlets. Included 
are auto dealers, auto parts, aircraft dealers, motorboat dealers, 
automobile rental, etc. 
 
Restaurant/Lodging:  All stores selling prepared food for immediate consumption. The 
Lodging group includes only rental tax.  
 
COMMUTER PATTERNS 
 
According to the Census, Dennysville's workforce overwhelmingly commutes by private vehicle. 
The second largest segment commutes by carpools, the third worked at home.  While this last 
number is significant, employment opportunities, as discussed previously, most often require 
access to private vehicle for commuting. 
 
Table 9 
Dennysville Washington County COMMUTING TO WORK: 2000 
  Number Percent Number Percent 
Workers 16 years and over 128 100.0 13,743 100.0 
Drove alone 96 75.0 10,444 76.0 
In carpools 15 11.7 1,657 12.1 
Using public transportation 0 - 64 0.5 
Using other means 2 1.6 162 1.2 
Walked  4 3.1 722 5.3 
Worked at home 11 8.6 694 5.0 
Source:  US Census 
 
EMPLOYERS  
 
All firms located in Dennysville employ just a few people each.  Dennysville's employers are 
listed and briefly described below:  
 
1. Lingleys Garage – auto repairs and fuel 
2. Payless Motors – used auto sales 
3. Steve Curtis Trucking – heavy trucking 
4. Bill Sawtelle – firewood and novelties 
5. Steve Cox Welding – fabricating and welding 
6. Dennysville Housing – housing services 
7. Post Office – postal services 
8. Bob Curtis – gravel pit 
9. Jim Robinson – gravel pit 
10. Dean Bradshaw – engineering consultant 
11. Wayne Clossey – construction services 
12. Eric Hoche – plumbing and heating services 
13. Dennysville Trading Post – retail 
14. Myron Curtis – gravel pit 
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Many Dennysville residents commute to jobs located in surrounding communities.  Seasonal 
fluctuations of employment are significant for many businesses in food processing as well as 
holiday related businesses.  Some of the major Washington County regional employers include: 
 
Table 10 
Business 
 
Industry Location Approx. # of 
Employees (or 
range of 
employees) 
Domtar (formerly Georgia Pacific) Paper Mill Baileyville 565 
Louisiana Pacific Paper OSB Baileyville To re-open 2003 
Atlantic Rehab and Nursing Cent General Medical Calais 75 
Calais Regional Hospital General Medical and 
Surgical Hospital 
Calais 203 
Calais School Dept. Public School Calais 136 
Thomas Di Cenzo, Inc. General Contractors Calais 100-249 
Eastern Maine Electric Co-op Electric Services Calais 100-249 
Wal-Mart Dept. Store Calais 181 
Shop ‘N Save Grocery Store Calais 100-249 
School Union 104 Public Schools Eastport 129 
SAD 19 Public Schools Lubec 55 
SAD 77 Public Schools East Machias 100 
Regional Medical Center at Lubec General Medical Lubec 140 
Ocean View Nursing Home Skilled Nursing Care Lubec 56 
Washington Academy Private School East Machias 48 
Cherryfield Foods, Inc Agriculture, Food 
Processing 
Cherryfield 154 
Worcester Wreath Crafts Harrington 136 
Down East Community Hospital General Medical and 
Surgical Hospital 
Machias 249 
School Union 102 Machias. Public Schools Machias 137 
Maine Wild Blueberry Co Food Processing Machias 100-249 
Marshall’s Health Care Facility Skilled Nursing Care Machias 113 
Shop ‘N Save Grocery Store Machias 100-249 
University of Maine at Machias University Machias 163 
Atlantic Salmon of Maine Aquaculture, Food 
Processing 
Machiasport 100-249 
Bangor Hydro Energy Washington 
County 
25 (based in 
County) 
 
 
PLANNING PERSPECTIVE 
 
Dennysville is tied into the regional economy of Washington County.  Because of its reliance on 
service center communities for the majority of goods and services it residents use, fluctuations in 
the region’s economy directly affect the economy of Dennysville. The following charts 
summarize town survey responses and depict this reliance. The service centers of Calais and 
Machias provide most durable goods while certain items (autos, furniture) draw many to Bangor.  
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Where Do You Buy Durable Goods?
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Non-durables are also predominantly purchased in the two regional service centers of Calais and 
Machias. However, Bangor is still a destination for certain items and the fuel station in 
Pembroke is well patronized by the local community. 
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While services are also obtained in Calais and Machias they are more widely obtained within the 
region (Eastport, Pembroke) and outside of it (other) than durable and non-durable goods. 
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The town survey also gauged how residents feel about commercial development in Dennysville.  
As the chart below describes, the vast majority of people favor such businesses as retail shops, 
business/professional buildings, nursing/assisted living homes, sit-down restaurants, 
bed/breakfast inns, and home-based businesses.  People are more divided in their opinions on 
such things as seasonal campgrounds/RV parks and fast food restaurants. 
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Dennysville can help shape its economic growth by encouraging development in suitable areas 
with manageable impact on community character, natural resources, and infrastructure through 
proper zoning and permitting procedures. Attracting light industry and commercial growth is an 
acceptable strategy for most of the residents. Any commercial growth should be in specific areas 
and not town wide. 
 
POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to promote an economic climate that increases job opportunities and overall economic 
well-being, the town has developed the following policies and implementation strategies:  
 
1.  Regional Activities:  The Selectmen will themselves, or through appointment of others, 
participate in regional activities such as the Sunrise County Economic Development Council 
and the Washington County Council of Governments. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
2.  Education:  The School Committee will work with the Regional School Superintendent and 
staff to insure that the educational opportunities available to its children, both academic and 
vocational, address the needs of those children.  It is important that the education, which our 
taxes pay for, results in the best possible preparation of our children for their future careers. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
  Time Frame: Long-term 
 
3.  Program Awareness:  The Town will develop programs to insure that those eligible for public 
assistance, unemployment assistance, job training, aid to the elderly and/or handicapped are 
made aware of and assisted in applying for such programs. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: On-going 
 
4.  Program Awareness:  The Town will obtain aid from higher levels of government, County, 
State and Federal, which provide support for roads, parks, public transportation or other 
activities that materially aid the Town’s economy.  These include such things as Community 
Development Block Grants.  Any Town expenditures required to participate in such 
programs will be presented to the voters for approval. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: On-going 
 
5.  Land Use Ordinance: Dennysville’s land use ordinance will contain appropriate land use 
regulations that will attract, enhance and support existing and future development, while 
minimizing negative impacts of non-compatible uses.  The land use plan will identify 
appropriate areas for commercial and industrial development; this action will also reduce the 
likelihood of future strip development, resistance to new projects or incompatible uses. 
Home occupation performance standards will also be included in the future land use 
ordinance to ensure compatibility with residential neighborhoods and adjacent properties. 
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Day care facilities will also be allowed throughout the town to assist in the creation of 
affordable childcare.  
 Responsibility:  Planning Board, Selectpersons 
Time Frame: Immediate: (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The top four sectors of employment for Dennysville residents in order are:  ‘Education, 
health and social services’; ‘Manufacturing’; ‘Retail trade’; and ‘Agriculture, forestry, and 
fisheries’.   The residents of Dennysville are relatively less affluent than residents of 
Washington County as a whole.  With the aging of our population, the size of our workforce 
will continue to decrease.  Living in a rural area limits employment opportunities and 
increases the costs of commuting to the service centers where most jobs are located.  Our 
local government will strive to encourage and maintain appropriate commercial development 
that will better employ residents.  Growth and development will be channeled to areas of 
town capable of handling development while incurring minimal costs and impacts to the 
municipality.  The town will continue to encourage responsible commercial development 
through land use regulations, regional coordination and marketing. 
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F.  HOUSING 
 
Dennysville is predominantly a residential community. Our housing stock is the basis for the 
town’s tax base; and housing represents the major investment of most individuals.  Housing, and 
especially its affordability, is very important for the well being of residents. The goal of this 
section is to document housing conditions and encourage affordable, decent housing 
opportunities for all Dennysville residents.   
 
HOUSING UNITS 
 
Number of Units 
 
Table 1 shows total housing units data for Dennysville, Washington County, and Maine. In 2000, 
Dennysville had a total of 201 housing units. During the 1990s, the town recorded a more than 6 
percent increase in its housing stock, compared to almost 15 percent for the County and 11 
percent for the State. As seen in the Population Section, in the 1990s Dennysville experienced a 
4.2 percent decline in average household size to 2.28 persons per household and a population 
decrease of more than 10 percent to 319 persons.  The ratio between population and total housing 
units went from 0.53 to 0.63.  Based on population forecasts for 2010 of up to 335 persons, and 
assuming a similar rate of change in the ratio between total population and total housing units, it 
is anticipated that there will be up to 249 total housing units in 2010.  Of course, changes in land 
use and the economy will determine the actual growth of our town over the next ten years.  
 
It is important for a community such as Dennysville to maintain sufficient housing units so 
prices do not become over-inflated.  A large enough supply should exist, so new businesses can 
find reasonable housing for potential employees attracted to the area. 
 
Table 1 
TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSING UNITS 
 1990 2000 % Change 
Dennysville 189 201* 6.35% 
Washington County 19,124 21,919 14.62% 
Maine 587,045 651,901 11.05% 
Source: U.S. Census 
Note:  Census shows total housing stock as 201 in some tables and 213 in others, using value as shown in Census 
table relating to this category. 
 
Structure Type 
 
The distribution of housing unit types is an important indicator of affordability, density, and the 
character of the community.  Housing units in structures are presented in Table 2. In 2000, one-
unit structures represented more than 66 percent of Dennysville’s housing units while mobile 
homes and trailers accounted for more than 13 percent.   
 
Dennysville has a moderate share of mobile homes and trailers relative to its entire housing 
stock. The number of mobile homes and trailers increased during the 1990s as a result of several 
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factors, including inexpensive land and the lower costs of mobile homes compared to stick built 
homes. The mobile homes and trailers are located on individual lots, not in mobile home parks. 
Although not disproportionate, many of these homes are inhabited by elderly people. Overall, 
Dennysville’s mobile homes are in good condition and the pre-1976 mobile homes locating in 
town must meet the requirements of the Building Code and the State Electric Code.  
 
Seasonal dwellings are continually converted into year-round houses for both year-round people 
and for future retirement purposes. In 1990, the Census recorded 24 units of housing used for 
seasonal purposes in Dennysville, the most recent year for which data is available.  Some of 
these homes are not located on municipal roads, or constructed to town standards, often making 
access and provision of municipal services difficult. 
 
Census data on housing unit distribution is not yet available for the year 2000.  All multi-unit 
housing in town is part of “Dennysville Housing”, a subsidized housing development for those 
elderly and disabled of low or moderate income.  This development had approximately 20 units 
in 2000, which reflects a decrease from 1990, as some units were removed.  Based on the growth 
of mobile homes and trailers in the recent past, it is expected that this increase will continue, but 
at a reduced rate, given the modest growth in population predicted.  Increases in one-unit 
housing are expected as seasonal units are converted to year round use, especially on shorefront 
properties in Dennysville. 
 
Table 2 
HOUSING UNITS IN STRUCTURE 
Dennysville Washington County 
1990 2000 1990 2000 
 
 
Num. % Num. % Num. % Num. %
One-unit 141 74.6% 141 66.2% 14,397 75.3% 17080 78.0 
Multi-unit 28 14.8% 44 20.7% 1,473 7.7% 1,931 8.8 
Mobile Home 
trailer 20 10.6% 28 13.1% 3,254 17.0% 2,786 12.7 
Total units 189 100.0% 213* 100.0% 19,124 100.0% 21,919 100% 
Source: U.S. Census 
Note:  Census shows total housing stock as 201 in some tables and 213 in others, using value as shown in Census 
table relating to this category. 
 
Housing Stock 
 
Maine's housing stock reflects the State's history, climate and the independent character of its 
people. Nationwide, Maine ranks first in the proportion (35%) of the housing stock that was built 
prior to 1940.  Almost 33 percent of Washington County's stock dates prior to 1940, compared to 
more than 40 percent, or 86 units, for Dennysville. Several of these units are in substandard 
condition and in need of repair.  
 
It is important for Dennysville residents to be aware of existing rehabilitation funds (and renters 
aware of their rights to demand a certain level of maintenance by their landlords).  A larger 
proportion of the town's housing stock was built in the 1980s, than for the County and the State.  
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Table 3A 
 
YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT 
 Dennysville Washington County Maine 
 Num. % Num. % % 
1990 to March 2000 28 13.2 3,145 14.4 14.6 
1980 to 1989 56 26.3 3,203 14.6 16.0 
1970 to 1979 26 12.2 4,038 18.4 15.9 
1940 to 1969 17 7.9 4,359 19.9 24.4 
1939 or earlier 86 40.4 7,174 32.7 29.1 
Total housing stock 213* 100.0 21,919 100.0 100.0 
Source: U.S. Census 
Note:  Census shows total housing stock as 201 in some tables and 213 in others, using value as shown in Census 
table relating to this category. 
 
HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Table 3B shows the proportional make-up of housing units by general physical condition in 
Dennysville for the most recent years for which this information is available. 
 
Table 3B 
Dennysville Housing Characteristics Number Percent 
Total housing units in 2000 213* 100.0 
ROOMS in 2000 
1 room 0 - 
2 rooms 9 4.2 
3 rooms 50 23.5 
4 rooms 20 9.4 
5 rooms 36 16.9 
6 rooms 33 15.5 
7 rooms 21 9.9 
8 rooms 22 10.3 
9 or more rooms 22 10.3 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS in 2000 
Lacking complete plumbing facilities 4 2.7 
Lacking complete kitchen facilities 4 2.7 
No telephone service 8 5.4 
SOURCE OF WATER in 1990 
Public system or private company 31 16.7% 
Individual drilled well 84 45.2% 
Individual dug well 43 23.1% 
Some other source 28 15.1% 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL in 1990 
Public sewer 31 16.7% 
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Dennysville Housing Characteristics Number Percent 
Septic tank or cesspool 101 54.3% 
Other means 54 29.0% 
Source:  U.S. Census 
Note:  Census shows total housing stock as 201 in some tables and 213 in others, using value as shown in Census 
table relating to this category. 
 
HOME OCCUPANCY 
 
Tenure 
 
Home ownership is a good indicator of the overall standard of living in an area. One way to trace 
home ownership change over time is to compare owners and renters as a proportion of total 
occupied housing, as illustrated in Table 4.  A high rate of owner-occupied housing is typical of 
a predominately residential community such as Dennysville. In 1990 and 2000, the proportions 
of owner and renter-occupied housing units at the local and County level remained fairly stable.   
Such stability is forecast to continue over the next decade. 
 
Table 4 
Dennysville Washington County 
1990 2000 1990 2000  TENURE 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Occupied housing 
units 149 100.0 140 100.0 13,418 100.0% 14,118 100.0% 
Owner-occupied 
housing units 117 78.5 112 80.0 10,568 78.8% 10,969 77.7% 
Renter-occupied 
housing units 32 21.2 28 20.0 2,850 21.2% 3,149 22.3% 
Source: U.S. Census 
 
 VACANCY RATE 
 
The Census classifies seasonal or recreational homes as vacant because they are not typically 
occupied year-round. In 2000, over 21 percent of Dennysville’s total housing units were vacant.  
More than 18 percent of these vacant units were for seasonal or recreational use.  In 2000, 68 
percent of vacant units countywide were for seasonal or recreational use.  The town vacancy rate 
of homes for sale was 8.2% in 2000, which represented 5 units.  The rental vacancy rate for 
Dennysville was 54.1 percent, compared to 13.3 percent for Washington County.   The data 
suggest an adequate supply of housing for purchase, and a large supply of housing for rent. 
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Table 5 
Dennysville Washington County 
1990 2000 1990 2000 OCCUPANCY 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
All housing units 189* 100.0 201 100.0 19,124 100.0% 21,919 100.0% 
Occupied housing 
units 149 78.8 140 69.7 13,418 70.2% 14,118 64.4% 
Vacant housing 
units 40 21.2 61 30.3 5,706 29.8% 7,801 35.6% 
Source: U.S. Census 
Note:  1990 Census shows total housing stock as 186 in some tables and 189 in others, using value as shown in 
Census table relating to this category. 
 
 
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
 
The affordability of housing is of critical importance for any municipality. High costs are 
burdensome to individuals, to governments, and the economy of the area. Excessively high 
housing costs will force low and moderate-income residents to leave the community, thus 
reducing labor force size. 
 
Many factors contribute to the challenge of finding affordable housing including: local and 
regional employment opportunities, e.g., in-migration to job growth areas; older residents living 
longer lives at home; more single parent households; and generally smaller household sizes. 
Accordingly, lack of affordable housing affects the following groups: older citizens facing 
increasing maintenance and property taxes; young couples; single parents; low income workers 
seeking an affordable place to live within commuting distance; and young adults seeking housing 
independent of their parents.  
 
The State Planning Office requires that comprehensive plans show the, “proportional make-up of 
housing units by affordability to very low income, low income, and moderate income households 
(municipality and region) - for the most recent year for which information is available (est.).”  
Gathering this data is not as straightforward as it may seem, as several factors help explain.  
First, data from the Census on housing values is not disaggregated by the State categories of 
income levels (very low, low and moderate income), which the State sets for each county.  
Second, the Census provides only housing values of specified housing units, not the entire owner 
occupied housing stock of our town.  Third, the value of a house based on tax assessment, almost 
always misestimates its purchase price.  Fourth, and more important, at any given time, most 
homes are not for sale, and so their value does not reflect their availability for purchase.  Fifth, 
town assessment records do not differentiate between year round homes and camps, cottages and 
vacation homes that are not presently suited for year round occupancy, and would require major 
investment to make them year round housing, if environmental conditions would permit such 
use.  Given these data limitations, we attempt to show housing affordability by examining the 
income distribution of our town and County by State category, and relate this to average selling 
price of homes recently sold in Dennysville, as well as average rents in the town.  Additionally, 
we show the percentages of households who pay more than 30 percent of the income on housing, 
which is a measure of unaffordable housing as defined by the State.  We show Maine State 
Housing Authority (MSHA) affordability index data for the housing market to which 
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Dennysville belongs.  Importantly, we demonstrate that the town has met its obligation under the 
Growth Management Act for ensuring that a certain percentage of new housing is affordable and 
lay out strategies for increasing the percent of affordable housing to our housing stock. 
 
Definitions of Affordability 
 
Affordable housing often includes manufactured housing, multi-family housing, government-
assisted housing for very low, low and moderate-income families, and group and foster care 
facilities. In addition, decreased unit sizes, smaller lot sizes, increased density, and reduced 
frontage requirements can contribute to a community's affordable housing stock. 
 
More generally, affordable housing means decent, safe, and sanitary living accommodations that 
are affordable to very low, low, and moderate-income people. The State of Maine defines an 
affordable owner-occupied housing unit as one for which monthly housing costs do not exceed 
approximately 30% of monthly income, and an affordable rental unit as one that has a rent not 
exceeding 30% of the monthly income (including utilities).  Based on MSHA figures, in 2000 
the family median income was $27,500 for Washington County. Using State guidelines, three 
income groups are considered: 
 
1. Very low income:  For 2000, the very low-income figure for a family is up to 
$18,800, with a corresponding affordable mortgage payment or rent of up to 
$470/month.   
2. Low income:  For 2000, the low-income range for a family was $18,801 to $30,100, 
with a corresponding affordable mortgage payment or rent of $470 to $753/month.   
3. Moderate income:  For 2000, the moderate-income range for a family was $30,101 to 
$41,250, with a corresponding affordable mortgage payment or rent of $753 to 
$1,031/month.   
 
Housing Selling Prices  
 
Table 6 shows the affordable selling prices for very low, low, and moderate-income groups for 
Dennysville and Washington County. As shown here and in the Employment and Economy 
section of this plan, the percentage of very low, low and moderate income families living in 
Dennysville is higher than for the County.   
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Table 6 
Household Income Distribution & Affordable Housing Selling Prices, 2000  
Percent of Households 
Households by Income Dennysville Washington County 
Affordable Selling Price 
Very Low Income 
<50% of Median HH Income 20.5% 12.9% up to $39,962 
Low Income 
<80% of Median HH Income 24.3% 15.9 up to $84,659 
Moderate Income 
<150% of Median HH Income  44.9% 29.2% up to $128,762 
Source: MSHA, Claritas 
 
Table 7 shows that the median value of housing in Dennysville was $55,000 in 2000.  This is a 
small sampling of housing units that misses more than 70 percent of the housing stock.   
 
Table 7 
Value in 2000:  Specified 
owner-occupied housing 
units Number Percent 
Less than $50,000 25 41.0 
$50,000 to $99,999 30 49.2 
$100,000 to $149,999 4 6.6 
$150,000 to $199,999 2 3.3 
$200,000 to $299,999 0 0 
$300,000 or more 0 0 
Median (dollars) $55,500 - 
Source:  U.S. Census 
 
The MSHA reports that for the Machias/Eastport Housing Market, which includes Dennysville, 
the housing affordability index for the year 2000 was 1.08 (under 1.00 equals unaffordable; 
while over 1.00 equals affordable).  In 2000, the median home sale price was $62,000 in the 
Machias/Eastport Housing Market, while the median income was $24,193 in this housing 
market.  The home price that could be afforded at the housing market median income of $24,193 
was $66,701.  The data would suggest, by the criterion of affordable selling prices, that housing 
was affordable for most looking to purchase homes in our housing market, i.e., those households 
in the low-income and moderate-income groups.  Median home sale prices in Dennysville are 
estimated to be similar to or less than those in the housing market. 
 
 Owner Occupied Housing 
 
Housing affordability can be measured by comparing the costs of housing, including mortgage 
payments, taxes, insurance, utilities and repairs, with household income. Table 8 compares 
income with housing cost.  The ratios provide a good indication of affordability since mortgage 
lenders have traditionally used this kind of ratio in making a decision as to whether or not a 
prospective buyer has the income to meet the financial obligation of a mortgage.  The first two 
columns in this table list the median housing values adjusted to 1990 dollars, the most recent 
Section F   Housing 
 
 
F-8 
 
year for which data is available, while the second two columns list the median income, also 
adjusted.  The last two columns list the ratios as they were in 1980 and 1990. These ratios are 
established by dividing the median housing values by the median household income.  The higher 
this ratio is, the greater the possibility that there may be a lack of affordable housing. It should be 
noted that no particular number has been set which would reflect the presence of affordable 
homes. In the ten-year period from 1980 to 1990, purchasing a property in Dennysville has 
become slightly less affordable, as the ratio increase for Dennysville, but still below the County 
ratio, which increased at a greater rate over the same period.  
  
Table 8 
Housing Affordability:  Comparison of the Median Value of Owner Occupied Housing in 1990 and 1980, 
Measured in Units of Median Annual Household Income in 1989 and 1979, by Maine Counties and Minor Civil 
Divisions 
Median Value of Housing 
Based on the 1990 Dollar 
Median Household Income 
Based on the 1990 Dollar 
Median Value of Housing in 
Units of Median HH Income 
 
Area 
1990 1980 1989 1979 1990 1980 
Dennysville 45,720 43,085 18,052 18,490 2.5 2.3 
Washington County 53,950 46,186 21,053 18,881 2.6 2.4 
Source: Maine DOL:  Diversity and Community:  Ancestry, Education, Income and Housing. 
 
Owner Costs 
 
Table 9 shows selected monthly owner costs as a percentage of household income for less than 
half of the occupied housing units in Dennysville in 1999.  As can be seen, 7 housing units had 
monthly owner costs of 30 percent or more of their household income.  This data suggests that 
while housing affordability is not an issue for most residents it does affect a minority.   
 
Table 9 
Selected Monthly Owner Costs as a Percentage of Household Income in 
1999 for Dennysville 
Percentage of Household Income Owner Occupied Housing Units 
Less than 20 % 37 
20 to 24 % 4 
25 to 29 % 9 
30 to 34 % 5 
35 % or more 2 
Not computed 8 
Total units 65 
Source:  U.S. Census 
  
Renter Occupied Housing Affordability  
 
Table 10 details affordability of rental housing in 1980 and 1990, the most recent year for which 
this data is available, by comparing Median Contract Rental Cost with Median Household 
Income. Only year round rentals are considered, as seasonal housing rentals are not reported.  As 
can be seen the number of rental units tripled over the period, and rents have almost doubled in 
constant dollars, but are still only 65 percent of the median rent for Washington County as a 
whole. The rents shown are reported by the tenants and take into account the subsidies many 
receive in the form of Section 8 housing.  It is estimated that most of the rental units receive 
housing subsidies, which helps explain the low rent figures shown here. 
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Table 10 
Renter Occupied Housing in 1980 and 1990 - Comparison of Median Monthly Contract Rent* based on 
Actual and 1990 Dollars:  Dennysville and Washington County 
Renter Occupied Median Value of Contract Rent Percent Change 
Housing Units April 1, 1980 April 1, 1990 1980 - 1990 
 
1980 1990 Actual $ 1990 $ Actual $ 1990 $ Actual $ 1990 $ 
Dennysville 10 32 50 82 150 152 200.0% 86.8% 
Washington County 2,170 2,850 128 209 227 231 10.4% 77.3 % 
Source: Diversity and Community - Maine Department of Labor, 1994, *Rent shown is what tenants reported they 
paid to their landlord and does not include housing subsidies received. 
 
Affordability and the Growth Management Act 
 
The State of Maine Growth Management Act requires that every municipality “…shall seek to 
achieve a level of 10% of new residential development, based on a five-year historical average of 
residential development in the municipality, meeting the definition of affordable housing.”  As 
shown in Table 11, during the past period five year period for which data is available, 8 housing 
units (stick built and mobile/modular homes) were built.  Thus, Dennysville would meet the 
requirement of the Act if the town sought to provide 1 low-income unit in this period.  Within 
this period, affordable housing, meeting State guidelines, was built in the form of 
modular/mobile housing, as 3 such units were put in place between 1997-2001. 
 
Table 11 
 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS  
Stick-Built 
Houses 
Mobile/Modul
ar Homes 
Additions Barns/Garages
/Outbuilding 
Total 
1997 1 0 0 0 1 
1998 0 1 0 1 2 
1999 1 0 1 3 5 
2000 2 1 1 0 4 
2001 1 1 2 2 6 
Total 5 3 4 6 18 
Source:  Dennysville building permits 
 
Affordable Housing Remedies 
 
While meeting the letter of the Growth Management Act has not proved difficult for the Town of 
Dennysville, there is a desire by residents to maintain and provide for affordable housing, as needed, 
beyond the State minimums. The State recommends that the town consider ways of helping meet this 
need.  This can be very difficult for a small community like Dennysville because the traditional 
recommendations may not apply, including: 
 
1. Relax zoning ordinance and building code requirements that tend to increase building 
costs.  Dennysville has no town wide zoning setting different lot sizes, or a building 
code at present, but if either is established, they will be sensitive to lessen the 
potential costs imposed on low-income residents.   
2. Take steps to allow mobile homes and modular homes in more areas. At present the 
town does not limit the location of these types of units. 
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3. Provide town sewer, water and roads to new parts of town thus “opening up” land for new 
homes.  The town has no water or sewer systems nor is it likely they ever will. 
 
Given the lack of current land use ordinances that would tend to increase housing costs, and the 
availability of land for purchase at rates approaching the County average on non-shorefront 
parcels, the town believes that a regional approach may best meet the need of its low and 
moderate income residents.  The town would encourage accessory apartments, so-called 
‘mother-in-law’ apartments, and will put language in proposed ordinances and building codes as 
needed to do so.   
 
Large lot sizes, while seemingly protecting the rural character of the community, can create the 
potential of driving land prices higher, thus housing costs higher, thereby reducing the 
affordability of housing in the community. Accordingly, this will be considered in the future land 
use section of this plan.   
 
Elderly housing is a concern for us, especially for long time residents who wish to remain in the 
area.  In 2000, 17 elderly households received MSHA assistance.  Presently, most elderly 
housing needs are being met in the neighboring communities, like Lubec, which has an assisted 
living complex for the elderly.  While our needs for elderly housing are being met currently, we 
would welcome a reexamination of this issue as our population ages.   
 
 
Table 12 
AGE OF HOUSEHOLDER in 
2000 for Dennysville Number Percent 
Occupied housing units 140 100.0 
15 to 24 years  8 5.7 
25 to 34 years  16 11.4 
35 to 44 years  26 18.6 
45 to 54 years  29 20.7 
55 to 64 years  16 11.4 
65 years and over  45 32.1 
Source:  U.S. Census 
 
Housing Programs 
 
In addition to ensuring that local ordinances do not significantly increase construction costs, the 
town will also compile information on affordable housing programs for residents to consult at the 
Town Offices.  This resource will be updated on a regular basis and will include such programs 
as those offered through the Maine State Housing Authority, e.g. Rental Loan Program, Section 
8, SHARP, Supportive Housing, and Vouchers, DEP septic and wells grants, and USDA Rural 
Development, among other organizations.  
 
Local, state, and federal governments have a number of different manners of subsidizing housing 
costs for eligible citizens. In most cases the efforts of the different levels of government are 
integrated, with funding and operation and jurisdictional fields overlapping.  
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The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is the primary federal 
agency dealing with affordable housing. Rural Development (RD), formerly Farmers Home 
Administration (FmHA), part of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), also deals 
with affordable housing.  The Maine State Housing Authority (MSHA) is the State's agency for 
such issues.  The Town of Dennysville does not have a local housing authority and does not have 
a public welfare department to oversee general assistance. 
 
Subsidized units are built with state or federal monies for the express purpose of providing 
housing to lower income individuals and families. A housing project or development may be 
entirely formed by subsidized units, or the project may be of mixed uses. Subsidized units are 
typically available to individuals below certain income guidelines, and residents are expected to 
pay a fixed percentage of their income as rent. 
 
Housing is also subsidized through certificates and vouchers. Especially when subsidized units 
are not available, the MSHA will provide monies for citizens to use as payment for rent for non-
public units. The town is also reimbursed by the State for general assistance money that may be 
given to citizens with short-term immediate needs for housing. Finally, low interest loans 
through the federal or state governments are also a form of subsidy. 
  
Public Survey Results 
 
Consistent with the existing pattern of residential development in Dennysville, housing opinions 
on future housing options were pretty consistent among respondents: 95% favor single family 
houses, 61% approve multi-family homes with 25% opposing and 14% not sure; and 94% are in 
favor of elderly housing.   
 
Mobile home parks are opposed by 56%, favored by 25%, and 20% are not sure. People are more 
divided in their opinions on seasonal campgrounds/RV parks with campgrounds favored by 73%, 
opposed by 23%, and 13% not sure. 
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POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for all Dennysville 
residents, the town has developed the following policies and implementation strategies:  
 
1. The town may seek to acquire land to sell housing lots to families looking to build 
affordable housing for themselves.  
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
 Time Frame: Long term  
 
2. The town will encourage participation in programs, grants (CDBG housing assistance and 
rehabilitation programs) and projects for the construction of subsidized housing whether 
within the town or the region, grants to homeowners for improvements to energy 
efficiency, habitability, etc.  The town will compile information on these programs and 
grants for the use of residents. 
  Responsibility:   Selectmen 
 Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
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3. The town will welcome and encourage participation in programs, grants and projects, 
within the town or the region to insure sufficient, affordable housing options for its 
elderly citizens  
   Responsibility: Selectmen 
   Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
4. The Selectmen will insure that the code enforcement officer (CEO) work to address 
reported violations of local ordinances and State laws and regulations that affect health, 
safety or community conditions such as the automobile graveyard provisions, removal of 
unsafe or deteriorated buildings, replacement of driveway culverts, and inadequate 
subsurface sewage disposal systems. The CEO will work with the planning board to 
address any need for modification to the existing land use regulations that may be 
appropriate. 
   Responsibility: Selectmen, Planning Board, CEO 
   Time Frame:  Ongoing  
 
5. Through the future land use ordinance, the town will continue to encourage affordable 
housing opportunities by allowing a mixture of appropriate housing types, including 
accessory apartments. In this effort, the town will encourage senior citizen housing 
opportunities and the land use ordinance will provide residential areas that allow single 
and multi-family dwellings, as well as manufactured housing.   The town will continue to 
allow mixed uses and mixed income housing within the residential areas of the town. 
   Responsibility:  Selectmen 
   Time Frame:  Ongoing  
 
6. The Planning Board will investigate the need for a Building Code and report its findings 
to the Selectmen. 
   Responsibility:  Selectmen 
   Time Frame:  Long term 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The State of Maine defines affordable housing as not costing more than 30% of household 
income.  The data reviewed indicate that the cost of housing in Dennysville is affordable for 
most people in the community.  The majority of people live in owner occupied single-family 
housing. Existing land use ordinances do not impose significant costs on the cost of building 
homes.  There is a range of new housing in the town: mobile or manufactured homes are utilized 
often.  The percentage of homes owned by those in the workforce is likely to decline further 
while the percentage of homes owned by retirees will increase.   
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G.  RECREATION 
 
The vast natural resources of Dennysville and the surrounding region provide numerous 
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike.  With our coastal frontage, Class A 
river, and extensive forest lands, Dennysville has always been a haven for hunters, fishermen 
and outdoor enthusiasts.   
 
The Town has limited municipal recreational facilities including lighted tennis courts, an outdoor 
basketball court, which doubles as an ice-skating rink in winter, and a multi-purpose recreation 
center.  The recreation center is the focus for many community events including daycare, dances, 
fire department sponsored tournaments, movies and meetings.  A Sportsman’s Club promotes 
better fishing conditions and keeps records of salmon landings each year.   
 
Our open space includes athletic fields, farms, barrens, forestlands, wetlands, coast, lakeshores, 
and river corridors, as described in the natural resources section of this plan. Of course, much 
open space is not accessible to the public and as the regional population rises, development 
pressures on all open space will increase. Accessible open space including ball fields, 
snowmobile trails, wildlife refuges and parks are outlined in this section. The goal of this section 
is to promote and protect the availability of recreational opportunities including access to surface 
waters.  
 
RECREATION PROGRAMS 
 
Dennysville has a Recreation Committee that through volunteer efforts offered the following 
programs in 2001: 
 
1. Fourth of July Parade and Celebration 
2. Memorial Day Parade 
 
LOCAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
 
The Maine Department of Conservation has published guidelines for the types of recreational 
facilities that municipalities should seek to develop and maintain.  These guidelines are based 
upon a town’s population. In the table below these guidelines and the facilities and services 
found locally are shown, as well as the condition and brief description of those facilities. 
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Guidelines for Recreation and Park 
Services for Municipalities with 
Populations under 1,000 
Located In 
Dennysville? Condition Description/Location/Capacity 
I. Administration 
Recreation and Park Committee or Board 
      
II. Leadership  
Summer Program:  Swimming Instructors
 No  NA  
III. Program   No NA    
Swimming Instruction      
Community-wide Special Events       
IV. Facilities       
Outdoor Facilities  
Community Recreation Area, 12-25 acres 
w/ball fields, tennis courts, swimming, ice 
skating, etc. 
Yes D The Lane 
Softball Diamond (0.75 per 1,000 pop.) No NA  
Basketball Court (0.50 per 1,000 pop.) Yes D EDM Youth Center 
Ice Skating (5,000 s.f. per 1,000 pop.) No NA   
Playgrounds (0.50 per 1,000 pop.) No B Playground at Edmunds School 
Picnic Areas w/tables & grills (2 tables 
per 1,000 pop.) No NA  
Indoor Facilities   
School Facilities Available for Public Use No NA   
Gym or Large Multi-Purpose Room (0.20 
per 1,000 pop.) Yes B  EDM Youth Center multipurpose room 
Auditorium or Assembly Hall Yes F   
Public Library Yes C More space needed, and bathroom  
V. Finance (funds for operation and 
maintenance - not capital)  
Minimum $6 per capital minimum for 
part-time 
Yes NA Very limited  
 
Condition Classification System: 
 
Grade Classification 
A Relatively new facility, lifetime expected in excess of 20 years (with proper 
maintenance) 
B Facility is older and has been well cared for, lifetime expected to be in excess of 10 years 
C Older facility that may not be in the best of shape and may need minor improvements 
within 5 years 
D Old facility that needs considerable maintenance within 2 years and/or significant 
renovation 
F Very old facility that has outlived its usefulness or is in severe disrepair.  This facility (or 
equipment) is unsafe or unusable and should be attended to very soon.  Replacement may 
or may not be necessary (based on need assessment). 
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REGIONAL RECREATION 
 
Recreational resources in Washington County have an impact on the local and regional 
economy. Tourist-related businesses that rely on the recreational opportunities are significant 
sources of income to many towns in the area.  In Dennysville, some retail business benefit in part 
from an influx of tourists to the region, especially during the summer. 
 
Regional recreation facilities accessible to Dennysville's residents and to visitors include wildlife 
refuges, parks, golf courses, picnic areas, public access to surface waters, and hiking and 
snowmobile trails. Major regional recreational resources include: 
 
1. Cobscook Bay State Park in Edmunds:  888 acres; more than 100 - campsites and shelters 
are on the water's edge; boating; hot showers; picnic area; hiking and groomed cross-
country ski trails, hiking trials.  
2. Cobscook Trails:  Local network of hiking trails. 
3. Cutler Coast Public Reserved Land, Bold Coast Trails: maintained by the State, contains 
ten miles of hiking trails and three walk-in campsites. 
4. Edmunds boat landing. 
5. East Plummer Island Preserve and the Mistake Island Preserve in Jonesport, both 
managed by the Nature Conservancy. 
6. East Quoddy Lighthouse and Mulholland Lighthouse in Campobello, N.B. 
7. Gleason’s Cove Town Park in Perry:  picnic sites, beach, fishing weirs, boat launch. 
8. Great Cove Golf Course in Roque Bluffs:  9-holes, 1,700 yards long. 
9. Great Wass Island Preserve in Beals:  1540 acres of boreal forest, peat bogs, and 
coastline managed by the Nature Conservancy.  
10. Herring Cove Provincial Park, Campobello, N.B: golf course, campground, playground, 
beach, hiking trails. 
11. Jonesboro Wildlife Management Area:  726 acres. 
12. Jasper Beach in Buck’s Harbor, Machiasport. 
13. Lubec Municipal Marina. 
14. Machias Seal Island, seabird nesting site with puffin colony, boat tours from Cutler, 
Jonesport and New Brunswick. 
15. Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge:  16,000 acres west of Calais, 6,700 acres in 
Edmunds. Migratory birds, big game and 50 miles of trails.  
16. Petit Manan National Wildlife Refuge in Steuben:  3,335 acres on the mainland with 
hiking trails, several islands, and a variety of birds 
17. Quoddy Head State Park in Lubec:  532 acres, easternmost point in the U.S., high rocky 
cliffs with extensive walking trails and views of Canada. The park features 4.5 miles of 
hiking trails, extensive forests, two bogs, diverse habitat for rare plants, and the red-and-
white striped lighthouse tower of West Quoddy Head Light. 
18. Reversing Falls Town Park in Pembroke:  140 acres, trails and picnic area. 
19. Robbinston Boat Landing and Picnic area. 
20. Roque Bluffs State Park:  2300-foot beach, picnic tables, grills, trails and playground. 
21. Roosevelt-Campobello International Park in Campobello, N.B.  A 2,800-acre park that 
includes the cottage and the grounds where Franklin Roosevelt and his family 
vacationed, as well as a large natural area with many nature trails and look-out points. 
The Island also has a Provincial tourist information center. 
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22. Shackford Head State Park in Eastport.  A 90-acre undeveloped peninsula with protected 
coves, a bold headland, and hiking trails.  
23. St. Croix Country Club and Golf Course in Calais. 
24. St. Croix Island International Historic Site at Red Beach in Calais.  Overlooks St. Croix 
Island, site of historic French settlement in 1604. 
25. Coastal and nature tours are available by kayak and motor vessels in nearby towns. 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS TO SURFACE WATER 
 
Within the Town, the Dennys River and a number of small lakes and ponds both within and 
outside of the Town are available for fishing, boating, swimming, and ice-skating, but only one 
has improved boat-landing facilities. 
    
SNOWMOBILE TRAILS 
 
Dennysville has 5.8 miles of snowmobile trails that are maintained by a private club and used 
actively by residents and tourists. 
 
SCENIC AREAS 
 
Cobscook Bay and the Dennys River are especially scenic areas in our town. 
 
LAND USE OPTIONS TO PRESERVE OPEN SPACE 
 
Open space is an important part of recreational assets of a community.  In some cases the 
advantage is that the land is particularly scenic, or used for recreation and access.  A number of 
options can be used to protect open space, including government purchase of private land, 
donation, non-profit ownership, voluntary deed restrictions including conservation easements, or 
regulations like zoning and subdivision ordinances that seek to reserve open areas in new 
developments.  In addition, the Tree Growth Tax Law program, and Farm Land and Open Space 
Tax Law can serve to protect open space.  In 2001 Dennysville had 2 parcels totaling 4,000+ 
acres in tree growth tax status and no parcels in farmland and open space tax status. It is 
important to note that use of the Tree Growth program may lead to some contention because it 
does not always encourage public access to subsidized private lands, and it removes land from 
the tax roles. 
 
Dennysville’s land use ordinances do not contain provisions for open space or cluster 
development, yet incentives or requirements for preservation are found in the ordinances of other 
towns.  Traditionally, local attitudes have been that unimproved land is often seen as a shared 
resource, e.g. for hunting, and though privately owned, the land can be used by the residents 
because everyone knows each other.  This notion has changed, especially in the past decade, due 
in part to the influx of people from away.  As more and more residents restrict the use of their 
land, it is harder to sustain the illusion that large amounts of private land are available for public 
use. This makes the limited amount of public access provided on Town-owned lands 
increasingly important to residents.   
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PUBLIC SURVEY 
  
As noted in the Natural Resources and Public Facilities chapters, there is strong local support for 
recreational organizations, municipal recreational programs and public access to local 
waterways. When asked questions that suggest how these objectives might be achieved (town 
purchase of land for town use or “Rails to Trails” or “Bikeways”) support softens a little but is 
still favorable. This may reflect concern over costs and unknowns about how trails will be 
identified, maintained and/or used near private property. 
 
POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to improve the provision of recreational opportunities, the Town has developed the 
following policies and implementation strategies: 
 
1. To encourage recreational opportunities and increase public access to surface water, 
the selectmen will fund improvements on town owned land, including landing 
facilities, as described in the Capital Improvement Plan. 
  Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Ongoing  
 
2.  The town will support the maintenance of existing trails as well as the creation of 
new ones, where warranted, for snowmobile and other uses. The town will work 
together with the Dennys River Watershed Council as they prepare a Watershed 
Management Plan for the Dennys River as part of a federal 319 grant to address trails 
and NPS sites to fix existing problems and ensure that new developments do not 
cause NPS problems 
  Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Ongoing 
 
 
3. To encourage the preservation of open space the future land use ordinance will include 
provisions that will require major new residential developments reviewed by the code 
enforcement office and the planning board to present recreational and open space areas 
in their plans.  
  Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Ongoing 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Dennysville has many recreational opportunities because of the vast natural resources of 
the Town and the region, and a few municipal recreational facilities.  Some of the Town's 
most important recreational resources rely on waterfront access, which we should seek to 
maintain and improve. 
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H. TRANSPORTATION 
 
Communities depend on well-maintained transportation systems. Accessibility to transportation 
is one of the primary factors in the location of businesses and residents within Dennysville.  Safe 
streets, efficient street design and transportation linkages affect the economic viability of our 
businesses, the overall safety and convenience of our residents, as well as property values. The 
goal of this section is to plan for efficient maintenance and improvement of our transportation 
facilities and services in order to accommodate anticipated development.  
 
ROAD INVENTORY 
 
The majority of roads in Dennysville originated in the early days as pathways or carriage trails.  
These roads followed the easiest routes and were not concerned with sight distances, sharp 
corners, the weight load of trucks, or intersection design.  Our roads were improved over the 
years to accommodate increased traffic, higher speeds and larger vehicles.  In the last decade, the 
Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) through its Local Roads Assistance Program has 
attempted to assist municipalities in further improving these roads to meet state and national 
safety design standards.  
 
Roads can be divided into three classifications by function: arterial, collector, and local. 
 
1. Arterials are roadways that serve long distance, high-speed through-traffic between 
communities, and are maintained by the state.  The most important travel routes in the 
state, state highways, are arterials. 
2. Collectors gather and distribute traffic to and from arterials and generally provide access 
to abutting properties.  Collectors serve places with smaller population densities, are 
often some distance from main travel routes, and often are maintained in part by the 
state. 
3. Local roads are all roads not in the arterial or collector classification.  Local roads are 
maintained by municipalities, provide access to adjacent land areas and usually carry 
low volumes of traffic.  
 
There are 2.41 miles of arterial, 1.73 miles of collector and 9.83 miles of local roads within the 
town. A listing of all roads within the Dennysville with their classification, length, maintenance 
responsibility and overall condition can be found in Table 1, their geographic location is 
illustrated on Map 2 – Dennysville Streets, Public Facilities and Place Names. 
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Table 1: ROADWAY INVENTORY 
Roadway 
Arterial, Collector, 
Local, Public 
Easement, or 
Private 
Length in 
Miles Owned by 
Maintained 
by Surface 
Condition/Major 
Need 
Cemetery Rd Local 0.3 Town Town Paved Fair 
Firehouse Hill Rd Local 0.1 State State Paved Poor 
Foster Lane Local 0.39 Town Town Paved Needs paving 
Hinckley Rd Local 0.29 Town Town Paved Good 
Mahar Lane Local 0.1 Town Town Paved Excellent 
Main St Local 0.45 Town Town Paved Needs Ditching
Milwaukee Rd Local 0.5 Town Town Paved Excellent 
Ox Cove Rd Local 0.2 Town Pembroke Gravel Good 
Shipyard Rd Local 1.7 Town Town Paved Fair 
Smith Ridge Rd 
Local 4.45 Town Town Paved/Gravel 
Needs 
reconstruction, 
paving 
The Lane Local 0.65 Town Town Paved 
Needs 
reconstruction 
The Cross Rd Local 0.70 Town Town Paved Needs paving 
SR 86 Minor Collector 1.73 State State Paved Food/Fair 
US 1 Minor Arterial 2.41 State State Paved Good 
 
ROAD MAINTENANCE 
 
Overall, Dennysville’s roadways are in fair condition. The Town works diligently, with limited 
resources, to maintain local roads. 
 
The damage that does occur to our roads is largely the result of trucking activity.  It is worth 
noting that truck weight limits on Interstate 95 are lower than on the state and state aid roads in 
Dennysville. The federal government requires lower weight limits on roads for which it is has a 
greater financial responsibility for maintenance, i.e., the interstates highways.  Allowing heavier 
loads, however, reduces per unit shipping costs to businesses and that savings is often passed on 
to consumers.  Much of our economy depends in some part on trucking services.  The State of 
Maine sets higher weight limits on state and state aid roads, like US 1 and SR 86, to support 
trucking businesses and businesses dependent on trucking services, as well as for consumers. 
The costs we save as consumers of products trucked to stores less expensively may well be 
canceled out by the increased taxes we must pay for more road maintenance and for more repairs 
to our vehicles. 
 
Harsh weather, which includes rapid changes in weather conditions, is another cause of road 
deterioration. Roads are most vulnerable to the weight of trucks and other heavy vehicles during 
the spring thaw, which is also a time of year when many natural resource based products are 
transported to market.  As road weight limit postings are put in place, the conflict between road 
maintenance needs and the economic needs of local businesses are clear. It is important to 
consider that most roads were not originally engineered for the weight they now carry. If money 
were no concern, the best course of action would be to rebuild each of the major service roads.  
Section H   Transportation 
 
 
H-3 
That, however, is not economically feasible.  Nevertheless, State Route 9 provides a good 
example of how effective reconstruction can improve a roadway.  Considering the traffic 
volumes on US 1, it is worth pursing a similar reconstruction of this roadway. 
 
MDOT is responsible for all the non-local roads.  Their authority includes permitting of 
driveways and entrances, curb cuts, summer and winter maintenance, and traffic flow and safety 
decisions such as traffic signals, signs, reconstruction and road widening. 
 
The town contracts by open bid for winter road maintenance each year for both town roads and 
for State roads within the town.  The cost is covered from tax appropriations.  The State 
reimburses the town about half the actual costs to the town for the State Roads that the town is 
mandated to maintain.   
 
In the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan for 2002-2007, MDOT has no proposed 
projects for highway or bridge reconstruction in Dennysville. 
 
The Smith Ridge Road, a former state aid road, which provides an alternate route toward Calais, 
should be reconstructed and paved to meet the demands of its current use, reduce congestion on 
US 1, and provide for easier assess to the communities north of our town. 
 
TRAFFIC VOLUMES AND PATTERNS 
 
Although the population of Washington County has decreased modestly during the 1990s, 
MDOT states that the total number of vehicle miles traveled in our County has increased by over 
13 percent.  MDOT estimates the average annual daily traffic volume (AADT) of most state and 
state aid roadways.  Traffic counts taken every few years help the state calculate changes in 
traffic volume so that road improvements can be designed and built accordingly to handle those 
changes. AADT volumes do not reflect seasonal variations in traffic or daily peak traffic volume. 
Instead, AADT volumes help us understand the overall growth or decline of traffic on a roadway 
and the pattern of traffic on our road networks. 
 
Transportation linkages in Dennysville consist primarily of US 1 and State Route (SR) 86. US 1 
crosses north-south, while SR 86 crosses the east-west length of our town. Table 2 shows AADT 
counts for the most recent year for which data is available.  Unfortunately, traffic counts are not 
available for other roads in our town.  The volumes shown below represent both through traffic 
and local activity centered in our village at the intersection of US 1 and SR 86. 
 
Table 2 
TRAFFIC VOLUMES 
Roadway Location Description AADT in 1999 
US 1 US 1: south of IR 311 2620 
SR 86 State Route 189: southwest of IR 904 
410 
   Source: Maine Department of Transportation 
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LEVEL OF SERVICE 
 
Traffic congestion can lower a roadway’s level of service (LOS). In Dennysville, however, 
traffic volumes are low relative to the capacity of the roadways and so the LOS has not been 
affected.  Accordingly, MDOT has not noted any degradation in the LOS for roadways within 
the town.   
 
ACCESS MANAGEMENT 
 
Access Management is the planned location and design of driveways and entrances to public 
roads to help reduce accidents and prolong the useful life of an arterial. While arterial highways 
represent only 12% of the state-maintained highway system, they carry 62% of the statewide 
traffic volume.  Maintaining posted speeds on this system means helping people and products 
move faster, which enhances productivity, reduces congestion-related delays and environmental 
degradation.  By preserving the capacity of the system we have now, we reduce the need to build 
costly new highway capacity such as new travel lanes and bypasses in the future. 
 
MDOT has established standards, including greater sight distance requirements for the 
permitting of driveways and entrances for three categories of roadways: retrograde arterials, 
mobility arterial corridors, and all other state and state-aid roads.  Due to the low volume of 
traffic on our roadways, our town has no roads in the retrograde or mobility corridor categories 
of roadways, which come under stricter access management standards. 
 
To maintain and improve traffic flows, the Land Use section of this plan and future Land Use 
Ordinances should include access management performance standards that are in accordance 
with current law.    
 
DANGEROUS INTERSECTIONS AND STRETCHES OF ROADS 
 
MDOT rates accidents according to a Critical Rate Factor (CRF), which corresponds to the 
number of times the actual accident rate exceeds the expected (average) accident rate. Generally, 
a CRF of 1.0 or more indicates a higher than usual number of accidents at that specific 
intersection or stretch of road. According to MDOT's most recent data, Dennysville has no such 
areas.   
 
In spite of the lack of CRF data from MDOT, local officials have identified, and summarized 
below, several areas where intersections and road conditions cause dangerous local situations.  
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Intersection/Road Safety Issue Cause of Safety Issue Possible Solutions 
Junction of Main  
St. & SR86 
Reversal of traditional 
traffic flow; Increased  
use of SR 86 by large  
trucks;  
general increase in use 
of SR86 
New (2000) sign stopping 
traffic on Main St. and  
gives right of way to  
traffic on SR 86 which  
formerly had to stop 
Paint road intersection 
in westbound SR86  
“Yield to traffic from  
the right”; 
Erect larger signs  
closer to the  
intersection  
“Yield to traffic from  
the Right” 
Section of SR86  
that is King St  
in Village 
Speeds in excess of  
posted 30MPH; 
Heavy pedestrian  
traffic 
No sidewalks 
Average speed closer  
to 40-45 MPH 
More, new, larger  
speed limit signs;  
other traffic calming  
devices; sidewalks 
SR 86, right turn  
access to Main St.  
at Library Corner 
Poor visibility; road too 
narrow to accommodate
2 way traffic; 
 
Steep hill; no signs  
Indicating turn;  
road is sinking;  
guard rails for Dennys 
River deteriorated 
New guard rails; 
Intersection study,  
re-design and  
reconstruction; request 
evaluation from DOT  
Traffic Engineer Div 2 
 
TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 
 
There is no foreseeable need for traffic signals along our roadways; however, there are 
emergency control traffic lights at the Dennysville Fire Station on Route 86 (King Street) which 
should be repaired and updated. 
 
BRIDGES 
 
The town has four bridges, all the responsibility of MDOT. One is on US 1, crossing the Dennys 
River, another is on SR 86 crossing the Dennys River, and the third is on Old Route 1 over the 
Dennys, the fourth one, on US 1 is over the Wilson Stream.  Three of these bridges connect our 
town to Edmunds. The bridges and culverts in town are in good condition, but the road surfaces 
over them need repairs or replacing.  The town has no system to inspect or maintain there 
culverts or, for that matter, to inspect its roadways.  All are structurally sound at present. 
 
PARKING FACILITIES 
 
There are no parking structures in town.   Present parking needs are met by existing on-street 
parking along roadways in our village area, and with nearby off-street parking lots.  At current 
rates of growth, it is anticipated that existing parking facilities will be adequate for the next ten-
years.   
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PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES 
 
Presently, there are no sidewalks in Dennysville. To improve safety, the need for sidewalks 
along US 1 between Rte 86 and the Smith Ridge Road should be studied further. A pedestrian 
bridge over the Dennys River is needed. 
 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
 
There are no public transit facilities in town.  The Washington Hancock Community Agency 
(WHCA) provides scheduled van and door-to-door on demand transportation from our town to 
Machias, Ellsworth and Bangor for clients referred to them by the State of Maine Department of 
Human Services.  These services are provided to income eligible persons and are typically 
children in state custody, welfare clients, Medicaid patients with medical appointments, the 
elderly and disabled, or people needing transportation to Meals for Me.  Most of the longer trips 
are for medical services: shorter trips are to local doctors, pharmacies and groceries.  Users of 
this service are mostly families living below poverty level, people with mobility limitations, 
people with one or no available vehicles, and the elderly. 
 
West Coastal Connection Bus Service offers daily service from Calais through Machias to 
Bangor, round trip.  Pick up points are at various locations throughout the county.  In 
Dennysville the pick up point is in the village. 
 
AIRPORTS 
 
There are no airports or public airfields within town.  Primary regional airports include:   
 
1. Bangor International Airport, 112 miles distant, provides national and international 
commercial passenger and freight services, as well as civil defense operations.  11,441-
foot main runway.  Car rental services are available. 
2. Deblois Flight Strip, off State Route 193, has a 4,000-foot runway but no beacon or 
fueling services.  Last rated by the state in poor condition. 
3. Eastport Municipal Airport has a 4000-foot runway and provides limited charter and 
instructional services as well as beacon and fueling services.  It was last rated by the state 
in good condition. 
4. Hancock County - Bar Harbor Airport in Trenton is the nearest airport with regularly 
scheduled passenger commercial service.  In addition to daily commuter service to 
Boston, Massachusetts, charter service is offered.  Car rental services are available.  
5,200-foot main runway. 
5. Lubec Municipal Airport has a 2032-foot gravel/turf runway, with beacon, but no fueling 
services.  Last rated by the state in good condition. 
6. Machias Valley Airport has a 2909-foot runway and is used by private plane owners and 
in an emergency, by air ambulance services.  Beacon, but no fueling services.  Last rated 
by the state in good condition. 
7. Princeton Municipal Airport has two runways, the larger of which is 3999 feet, and is 
used primarily by private businesses and recreational fliers.  Beacon, but no fueling 
services.  Last rated by the state in poor condition. 
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RAILROAD FACILITIES AND RAIL SERVICES 
 
The former Maine Central Railroad line crosses the north-south length of our town.  Abandoned 
rail lines stretch across Washington County, and are generally in poor condition, as passenger 
service stopped nearly fifty years ago and freight service stopped in the mid-1980s.  Recent 
efforts by the state have been made to create recreational trails along abandoned rail lines and 
right-of-ways through our County.  The East Coast Greenway is a trail planned to extend from 
Key West, Florida to Calais, Maine, which may use some rail line right-of-ways.   
 
Local town wide interest has been voiced supporting the return of freight rail service and 
passenger service.  It is essential that existing tracks not be removed, and that existing right of 
ways not be sold, as was done in Eastport, which effectively cut off the port facilities from rail 
lines on the mainland.  It is recognized that regional municipal support as well as considerable 
state and federal funding would be needed to bring freight rail and passenger service back to 
Washington County. 
 
PORTS 
 
There are no port facilities in our town.  The Port of Eastport is the closest port.  It has two piers, 
three berths, with a low tide depth 40 feet, and over 75,000 square feet of covered storage.  The 
outer berth can accommodate a ship up to 900 feet in length.  There is also a town breakwater for 
use by smaller vessels. 
 
 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
The Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) process created by MDOT facilitates 
public participation during the formulation of transportation policy. RTACs are advisory 
committees consisting of citizens representing environmental, business, municipal, planning, and 
alternative forms of transportation, as well as members of the general public. The purpose of the 
RTAC is to provide early and effective input into DOT's plans and programs. The RTAC process 
is an effort to de-centralize transportation planning and give the general public an opportunity to 
help shape transportation policy and the decision making process.  
 
RTAC collaborates with MDOT and the Regional Councils to develop regional advisory reports 
for each RTAC Region. Eastport is part of RTAC-Region 2, which encompasses Hancock and 
Washington County. The advisory report outlines each RTAC's objectives, goals, and strategies 
for improving transportation systems in their respective regions and the State. The RTAC’s meet 
regularly and advise the DOT on a number of issues including advisory report strategies, 
updating of the advisory reports, and the Biennial Transportation Improvement Program (BTIP). 
BTIP is MDOT's programming document that defines potential projects for the next two years.  
Municipalities can suggest projects to be included in the BTIP for potential funding.    
 
Dennysville can insure a greater degree of involvement in the RTAC process by coming to 
RTAC meetings and stating why their projects should receive funding priority. 
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POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities and 
services that will accommodate our town’s anticipated growth and economic development, we 
have developed the following policies and implementation strategies:  
 
1. The town will plan for optimum use, construction, maintenance and repair of roads. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
2.  The planning board will contact MDOT to be advised on the projected traffic impact of 
proposed major subdivisions, as reviewed by the planning board under the State Subdivision 
Statute. 
 Responsibility:   Planning Board 
 Time Frame: Ongoing 
 
3.  The town will inventory right-of-ways.    
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
4.  The town will consider a local roads ordinance that harmonizes the access of driveways and 
entrances with the state access management regulations, and requires that private subdivision 
roads be brought up to acceptable standards, including width and culvert design, before the town 
would consider designating these private roads as town roads.   
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
 Time Frame: Long-term 
 
5.  The road commissioners will develop a multi-year road maintenance plan for the town, based 
in part on a recurring evaluation of roadways, culverts and bridges, which will be the basis for 
future allocation of road maintenance funds. 
Responsibility:  Road Commissioners 
Time Frame:  Long-term 
  
6. Support efforts to ensure that existing railroad tracks not be removed, and that existing rights 
of way not be sold to retain the option for return of freight rail service and passenger service.   
Responsibility:  Select Board and Road Commissioners 
Time Frame:  Long-term 
 
7.  The RTAC (Regional Transportation Advisory Committee) Region 2 and Route 1 Corridor 
Committee are both policy input and development groups that can influence the selection\, 
construction and prioritization of MDOT projects in Dennysville. Accordingly, the town will 
participate actively in RTAC-Region 2 meetings and policy development and seek out 
participation in the Route 1 Corridor Committee. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
 Time Frame: Ongoing 
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SUMMARY 
 
Transportation linkages in Dennysville consist primarily of US 1 and State Route 86. Our town 
is reliant on its road network as the primary means of transportation movement. Therefore, local 
roads should provide safe, reliable access to work, school, stores, and residences. At the same 
time, the town supports efforts to ensure that existing railroad tracks are not removed and that 
existing rights of way not be sold to retain the option for return of freight rail service and 
passenger service.  
 
Overall, Dennysville’s roadways are in fair condition. Given limited funding and the significant 
expense, the town has done a noteworthy job of maintaining its roads. Continued proper and 
affordable maintenance of the road network in Dennysville will be in the best interest of all 
residents. Since MDOT has jurisdiction over most main roads and bridges within Dennysville, 
the town will continue to communicate and cooperate with the department. The town has a 
paving schedule for roads that are currently unpaved and requires all new roads to be constructed 
to specific municipal standards.  
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I. PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
 
This section reviews Dennysville’s current public facilities and services to determine if they 
meet our needs today and if they have the capacity to serve our town for the next ten years. The 
goal of this section is to plan, finance, and develop an efficient system of public facilities and 
services that will accommodate the town's future needs. 
 
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
Dennysville is part of State Senate District 4, State house District 134, and U. S. Congressional 
District 2.  The town has a selectpersons/town meeting form of government.  The three 
selectpersons are responsible for the day-to-day operation of the town.  The three-member board 
of selectpersons serves staggered three-year terms and typically meets as needed.  The town’s 
fiscal year ends on December 31, and approval for the budget is achieved through the annual 
Town Meeting, which is held in March.  Election of town officers is held at that time.  
 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 
The Board of Selectpersons appoints long-term, short-term, and project committees as needed.  
In addition, the board appoints, until the next Town Meeting, people to other committees as 
vacancies arise.  
 
The following is a list of groups which are working toward the betterment of Dennysville: 
Board of Selectpersons 
Board of Assessors 
Board of Appeals 
Comprehensive Plan Committee 
Historical Society 
Planning Board 
School Committee 
Cemetery Committee 
Lincoln Memorial Library Association 
  
The Dennysville Planning Board consists of five members.  Bimonthly meetings are held to 
review site plans for any development proposals.  The Planning Board also reviews shoreland 
zoning and wetlands issues for compliance with state and local regulations.  The Planning Board 
has been working diligently to complete this Comprehensive Plan in order to be in a better 
position to secure funding for municipal projects.  
 
MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS/FACILITIES 
 
The Town of Dennysville does not have a town office.  Municipal officers keep official 
documents in their homes.  Some older files are kept in a room in the Lincoln Memorial Library, 
which has acted as a storage place for town records for many years. Adequate long term storage 
of town records is needed. A town office would serve this purpose as well as providing 
necessary administrative capacity for the town into the future. 
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Public Safety Dept./Dennys River Volunteer Fire Dept./Dennysville Ambulance 
The original 1300 square foot public safety building known as the Fire House and located at 58 
King Street was constructed in 1962 to house the Dennys River Volunteer Fire Department.  The 
late Maxwell Gardner donated the land as a site for the local fire department, and St. Regis Paper 
Co. donated the trees which were sawed into the lumber used in the construction.  Due to 
continued growth in the department, the original 26’ x 50’ building of 1962 was enlarged in 
about 1968 with a 30’ x 50’ addition.  At that time, the late Alton Hallowell donated use of his 
equipment and his mill to saw the trees into lumber.  Another 24’ x 26’  enlargement of the 
building was completed in 2002 to accommodate the increasing needs of the DRVFD and its 
ancillary organization, the Dennysville Ambulance Service.  As a Public Safety Department, the 
two services now own and house 3 pumpers, 2 tankers, 2 utility trucks, and 2 ambulances.  The 
Dennysville Ambulance Service has volunteers on call 24/7 and serves people in Dennysville 
and surrounding communities. 
  
Lincoln Memorial Library 
The Lincoln Memorial Library dates back to 1868 when a new library association was formed.  
The building was dedicated on June 19, 1913 in its present location.  The library was in 
operation until the 1940’s and then remained closed for about 40 years until the late 1980’s, 
when the library association was rejuvenated.  The building recently underwent many repairs in 
order for it to function as the modern library that it is today.  The town of Dennysville provides 
annual financial support for the library, and matching funds are also provided to the library by 
the Unorganized Territories, including Edmunds, Marion, and Plantation #14. 
  
The Lincoln Memorial Library is presently open several days a week and is staffed by volunteer 
librarians.  It has about 6000 books, including about 1500 children’s books.  There are reading 
programs for the town’s youth offered for three different age levels, and these are all free.  A 
program sponsored by the Maine Humanities Council called “Let’s Talk About It”, dealing with 
Maine authors, was recently offered by the library.  Reading by the Fireside is the Lincoln 
Memorial Library’s adult reading program which meets monthly.  The library is equipped with a 
computer with internet access made possible through the Maine School and Library Network 
with funding through the federal E-Rate Program.  In addition, the building is used by 
community groups, such as the Dennys River Historical Society, the Dennysville-Edmunds 
Congregational Church, and Alcoholics Anonymous.  
  
The EDM Youth Center 
The EDM (Edmunds, Dennysville, Marion) Youth Center, a former chicken barn located at 3 
Cemetery Road, was renovated in the late 1960’s to serve as a center for youth activities.  It 
continues in that capacity today.  Many members of the Dennysville-Edmunds community have 
served as volunteer officers of the EDM Youth Center, and those, as well as countless others, 
have donated money, time, and materials to the center for the use of the young people of the 
area.  Presently, the lower level is equipped with pool tables, ping pong tables, and other games.  
The upper level is designed with a kitchen, rest rooms, a main hall, and a smaller meeting room.  
Many activities for children are provided by the youth center volunteers.   
  
The building is owned by the EDM Youth Center, Inc., a private volunteer organization.  Since it 
is the only building in town with enough capacity, many adult functions, as well as youth 
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activities, are held there.  Dennysville’s central location in Washington County has encouraged 
many and various out-of-town organizations to rent the EDM Youth Center for numerous kinds 
of activities, such as suppers, receptions, weddings, group meetings, etc.  Although the EDM 
Youth Center is a popular meeting place, it is, at best, a converted chicken barn still desperately 
in need of much modernization.  The EDM Youth Center, Inc. operates on a tight, shoestring 
budget and is always conscious of the fact that it is not well-endowed financially and must work 
extremely hard to make ends meet. 
  
MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
Selectpersons 
The Selectpersons are responsible for administering the town’s routine business.  All officers 
report directly to the selectpersons.  Staffing includes the following elected town officials:  
selectpersons, town clerk, tax collector, treasurer, road commissioners, registrar of voters, and 
school committee members.  In addition, the following officials are appointed by the 
selectpersons:  health officer, planning board members, forestry warden, and constable. 
  
Highway Department, Transfer Facility and Solid Waste Management 
Highway maintenance is handled by private contractors as needed.  This includes winter sanding 
and snowplowing, paving, ditching, rebuilding, and maintaining the town’s roads in general. 
  
Solid waste disposal if taken care of through the Marion Transfer Station, of which the town of 
Dennysville is a participating member.  The State of Maine Solid Waste Landfill Remediation 
and Closure Program, established in 1987, demanded that all unsuitable landfills be closed.  
Dennysville was required by the MDEP to close its landfill that was located on the property of 
G. Raymond Robinson in Edmunds.  The town ceased using the landfill and completed landfill 
closure in 1990.  Today, residents can make arrangements with local private contractors who 
provide weekly solid waste curbside pick-up services or they can take their trash to the transfer 
station/recycling facility.  Dennysville is one of fourteen municipalities that are members of the 
Marion Transfer Station organization. 
  
Reports of its solid waste management practices are submitted to the state by the Marion 
Transfer Station for its member towns.  The state’s objective is for each municipality to recycle 
at least 50 percent of its household waste.  If the quota is not attained, a fee is imposed, unless 
the municipality indicates good faith in attempting to improve its recycling rate.  Developing a 
reasonable progress plan agreeable both to Maine Solid Waste Agency and the municipality does 
this.  Many communities did not achieve the state planning office’s (SPO) 1998 deadline for 
achieving 50 percent recycling.  The SPO does not have recent recycling rate data for 
Dennysville, but it does for the Marion Transfer Station, which covers the communities of 
Charlotte, Cooper, Cutler, Dennysville, East Machias, Machiasport, Meddybemps, Northfield, 
perry, Pembroke, Robbinston, Wesley, Whiting, T19 ED BPP, T18 ED BPP, No. 14 Twp., 
Marion, Edmunds, and Trescott.  The 2001 adjusted recycling rate for this region was 10.8%, 
down from more than 16% the year before.  Recycling activity should be actively promoted in 
our community and region. 
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Water Supply 
The town does not have a public water system. Residents and businesses depend upon their own 
on-site dug or drilled wells and springs for nearly all water needs. These sources have adequately 
met our needs and are projected to continue to do so for the foreseeable future. The utmost care 
must be taken to prevent pollution of theses sources. Areas should designated where additional 
public water supply of good quality could be obtained in future years, and care must be taken not 
to pollute these water resources. 
  
Septic Systems, Overboard Discharges, and Sewer Systems 
The town does not have a municipal sewerage system.  Disposal is by on-site wastewater 
systems (septic tanks and leach fields) and overboard discharges (OBD’s).  Nearly all residents 
and business depend upon private septic systems.  Because of our dependence upon wells and 
springs for drinking water, it is crucial to install, upgrade where necessary, and maintain 
adequate septic/sewage disposal systems. Referring to the town’s soils suitability maps before 
installing any system can help prevent the possibility of pollution. The minimum standards for 
the installation of septic disposal systems established by the State of Maine must be observed.  
Lots with no public water supply or public sewage disposal systems must meet the State 
minimum of 20,000 square feet or, approximately one-half acre in size. 
 
Stormwater Management System 
Dennysville’s stormwater system consists primarily of roadside ditches, catch basins and 
culverts. Within the last 10 years the town has replaced the majority of its culverts on town 
roads. The state owns and maintains the system located along US 1, while the town is 
responsible for the rest.  
 
Dennysville and the Dennysville Watershed Council, working together, have eliminated five 
non-point sources of stormwater discharge in 2002 to improve water quality in the Dennys 
River. 
 
Police Protection 
Dennysville does not have it’s own public safety department. Police protection is provided by 
the Washington County Sheriffs’ Office and the State Police.  The County Sheriff’s Office 
provides the dispatching services for emergency services. 
 
Dennysville’s crime rate is lower than many other communities in its vicinity and the statistics 
show that it is among the safer areas in Maine. 
 
Fire Protection 
The Dennys River Volunteer Fire Department is a non-profit corporation, separate from town 
government, although the town does raise money in Town Meeting to help support the 
department.  The Dennys River Volunteer Fire Department Station is located near the village at 
58 King Street.  It serves the surrounding unorganized territories as well as Dennysville, with 
members coming from all areas served.  The department includes 20 volunteers and has been 
organized since August 30, 1949.  Dennysville has mutual aid agreements with the surrounding 
towns of Charlotte, Eastport, Lubec, Pembroke, Perry, and Whiting.  There are several dry 
hydrants, such as those on Milwaukee Road and Cemetery Road, but only one is operational at 
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this time.  There is an inadequate amount of water available for firefighting throughout the 
town.  The department’s equipment includes several engines and tankers with a combined 
capacity of about 4000 gallons, a rescue vehicle, and personnel trained in the use of hydraulic 
rescue equipment. 
  
Emergency Services 
Dennysville has an ambulance service which shares facilities with the Dennys River Volunteer 
Fire Department.  The ambulance service has a volunteer director and 23 volunteer emergency 
medical technicians (EMT’s).  The service is available for  residents and provides 24-hour 
coverage with a yearly average response time of less than 15 minutes.  Washington County 
Sheriff’s Office provides dispatching service for the Dennysville Ambulance.  A town 
emergency radio communications system links the various emergency services with the State 
Police, the Sheriff’s Office, and with other fire protection and emergency organizations.  There 
is also an in-town alarm system which directly links the fire department with other public 
buildings in town. 
  
Enhanced 9-1-1 
The Emergency Services Communication Bureau has assisted Dennysville in the physical 
addressing of all properties in town.  Dennysville fully participates in the enhanced E9-1-1 
program.  E9-1-1 service automatically displays a caller’s address on a computer screen at a call-
answering center.  The caller’s telephone number will be displayed on the screen also and can 
automatically be redialed if the line is disconnected.  Citizens of Dennysville have been notified 
in writing of their new E911 addresses and are presently displaying these new addresses on 
mailboxes and on other visible parts of their properties. 
  
Cemeteries 
Dennysville has a total of one cemetery of about 10 acres.  There are also several private, family 
graveyards.  The Dennysville Cemetery Association manages the affairs of the town cemetery 
which is located at the end of Cemetery Road.  The association is generally independent of 
regular town government activities; however, the town has statutory responsibility for the 
maintenance of the town cemetery. 
  
See Map 2 in the History Section of this document for the location of the cemetery.  The town 
cemetery contains tombstones dating back several centuries.  It is anticipated that enough land 
remains to meet local needs for the next ten years and beyond.  The town has recently acquired 
an additional 2.5 acres to be developed into cemetery lots. 
  
MAIL DELIVERY 
 
The Dennysville Post Office (04628) has been located off US 1 since the mid-1950’s. Although 
many residents have a post office box, part of the mail is delivered through a rural carrier for 
home delivery.  The Post Office facility is in dilapidated condition and should be renovated to 
meet current needs. 
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EDUCATION 
 
The Dennysville School Department provides for the education of pupils in the town of 
Dennysville. The Dennysville School Department does not operate any schools.  As of October 
1, 2002, all of its resident pupils were tuitioned as follows: 
 
School Name Address 
 
Phone 
Enrolled 
Pupils from 
Dennysvill
e 
Grade 
Span 
Edmunds Consolidated School 1 Harrison Rd.  Edmunds Township 
726-4478  30 PK- 8 
Pembroke Elementary School US Rte. 1 Pembroke 726-5564 5 K-8 
Washington Academy High St., East Machias 255-8301  9-12 
Shead High School 89 High St., Eastport 853-6254 11 9-12 
 
Schools which our students attend are in good condition overall.  Dennysville has produced 
many honor roll students and students who have earned honor parts at graduations.  Our students 
also are very active in many school organizations at their high schools and elementary schools.   
For more student enrollment figures and enrollment over the past 10 years, please see Population 
Section of this document.  
 
Vocational and Technical School 
The Washington County Technical College in Calais serves the entire population of our county.  
As a part of the college’s approach to total quality management, strong partnerships have been  
established with the area’s businesses and public schools that seek to make their graduates 
employable in the world of work.  The Vocational Center, also in Calais,  currently serves 
secondary students from area high schools with additional adults annually participating in 
secondary technical as well as post-secondary program offerings. 
   
HEALTH CARE 
 
Down East Community Hospital, located in Machias, is the closest hospital to Dennysville.  It is 
a 36-bed nonprofit, acute-care, general hospital.  The active medical staff consists of 25 
practitioners who provide a range of medical, surgical, obstetrical, orthopedic, and ophthalmic 
services.  Additional physicians serve as consultants, regularly providing care in the specialty 
disciplines of cardiology and oncology.  Down East Community Hospital houses a full-time 
Pharmacy and maintains an active continuing education program.  Serving Downeast Maine, the 
hospital offers a full range of quality services to meet health care needs for Dennysville 
residents.  Programs and services which are available at Down East Community Hospital include 
bone densitometry; cardiopulmonary rehabilitation; cardiology clinic; cardiopulmonary testing; 
child safety seat program; clinical laboratory, which does a full range of diagnostic lab testing; 
C.A.T. Scan; echocardiography, which uses ultrasound to visualize internal cardiac structures; 
emergency room, a 24-hour facility with physician services available; enterostomal therapy 
clinic, preoperatives and postoperative education and care of ostomy; general, family,  internal, 
& cardiac medicine; healthy families; healthy tomorrows; life line, a personal response system 
that permits people to remain in their own homes; mammography; maternity services; MRI 
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service, magnetic resonance imaging, which uses electromagnetic energy to create detailed 
images throughout the body; newborn care; nuclear medicine; obstetrics/gynecology; oncology 
clinic; outpatient surgery; pediatrics; radiology; rehabilitation services, including physical 
therapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy; respiratory care; safe sitters, training for baby 
sitters ages 11-13; social services; surgery, board certified surgeons in general, colorectal, 
gynecologic, ophthalmic, urologic, and orthopedic surgery; telemedicine, ability for patients to 
see a Primary Care Physician using a television monitor for both sound and picture and a 
specialty physician without having to travel; teleradiology; volunteers program; ultrasound; 
urology.  In addition to these programs and services, at various times throughout the year other 
services such as wellness programs, blood pressure and cholesterol screening, and smoking 
cessation programs are offered. 
  
Calais Regional Hospital, located in Calais, is nearby for Dennysville residents.  It is a 
community hospital healthcare center with 49 acute care beds, an eight-bed skilled nursing 
facility, and an around-the-clock physician staffed emergency department.  The 16-physician 
active medical staff encompass emergency medicine; general surgery, endoscopy and 
laparoscopic surgery; obstetrics and gynecology; orthopaedic surgery; family practice; 
radiology; pediatrics and internal medicine which is complimented by a multi-specialty courtesy 
staff of 30 physicians and a variety of allied medical specialists.  Outpatient services available 
include laboratory procedures; physical, occupational, and aquatic therapy; osteoporosis 
management and prevention; radiology, including fixed unit CT scan, mobile MRI, and nuclear 
medicine, bone density testing, ultrasound exams, and mammography; chemotherapy, day 
surgery; cardiac rehabilitation; nutritional counseling; home health care, and respiratory care 
procedures.  Also offered are clinics in cardiology, otorhinolaryngology (EN); ophthalmology; 
podiatry; prosthectic-orthotics; wound care; blood pressure, and well baby programs. 
  
Maine Coast Memorial Hospital, located a two-hour ride from Dennysville in Ellsworth, is a 64-
bed fully accredited community hospital healthcare center.  It offers extended services at two 
major clinical centers in Gouldsboro and Southwest Harbor and four rehab centers.  The active 
medical staff consists of 31 practitioners who provide a comprehensive range of medical, 
surgical, obstetrical, orthopedic, and ophthalmic service to the community.  Outreach programs 
like support groups and on-going health classes are also offered. 
  
Eastern Maine Medical Center in Bangor is the major hospital for eastern Maine and the 
Downeast region of the state in which Dennysville is located.  It offers a multitude of services 
and outreach programs to the smaller hospitals described above. 
 
CULTURE/COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
The EDM Youth Center, described previously, which has handicapped access, provides the 
venue for many town and social events.  The town, through its various groups and organizations, 
has many community events, such as public suppers, alumni reunions, July 4 celebrations, and 
Memorial Day observances, some of which include parades.  The Dennysville-Edmunds 
Congregational Church is the only church building in town, and it has a very active and growing 
congregation which sponsors numerous religious and cultural events.   
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The Lincoln Memorial Library, also described previously, sponsors cultural events as mentioned 
above. 
  
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS AND SERVICES 
 
Dennysville, which is such a small town, is fortunate to have so many organizations which 
provide a wide range of services for the citizens.  Some of the organizations are as follows:  Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Dennys River Sportsmen’s Club, Dennys River Historical Society, 
Dennysville-Edmunds Congregational Church, the Lincoln Memorial Library Association, the 
EDM Youth Center, Dennysville Planning Board, Dennys River Volunteer Fire 
Department/Ambulance Association, Parent Teacher Boosters Club of Edmunds School, Dennys 
River Watershed Council, Jets Little League, and Fourth of July Committee.   
  
Scouts 
There presently is no organized Girl Scout group in town, although there have been troops 
intermittently throughout the past fifty years.  Boy Scouts are organized into several different 
groups according to age/grade levels and are active at present. 
  
Dennys River Sportsmen’s Club 
The Dennys River Salmon Club was organized in the 1930’s to promote Atlantic salmon fishing 
on the Dennys River.  At its peak, it had around 600 members by 1938 with many of those 
people coming from various states in the union and at least one foreign country.  The “Father of 
the Club” was said to be Herbert H. Allen.  The Dennys River Salmon Club evolved into the 
Dennys River Sportsmen’s Club and was incorporated in 1947.  In 1957, the club built a Club 
House on its land at Sol’s Point.  Although still active today, the club has seen its membership 
dwindle, and salmon fishing is practically non-existant. 
  
Dennys River Historical Society 
The Dennys River Historical Society was organized in 1986, after the town celebrated its 
Bicentennial birthday.  It presently has around 300 members, with every state in the union and 
several foreign countries represented.  It meets monthly at the Lincoln Memorial Library with a 
review of its business and a presentation program.  The society publishes a newsletter quarterly 
that is sent to all members.   
  
Hands on History” is a program for children which the society operates for the local students in 
the school setting.  With money from the King Foundation, the society was able to purchase a 
display case for historical artifacts for student observation that will be housed at Edmunds 
Consolidated School, the school which most Dennysville students attend.  The Maine 
Humanities Council granted the society money with which to purchase town history books for 
the students at Edmunds Consolidated School.   
  
The society has title to the former Academy/Vestry, which was donated to it by the Mahar/Juska 
family, and it owns the former Methodist Church/Basketball Hall in Edmunds.  In addition to the 
buildings, the society has a growing collection of memoribilia relating to the history of the town.  
Recently, the Dennys River Historical Society has had two conservation assessments of its 
buildings and collections.   A professional conservator came and prepared a fifty-page report on 
how to care for and how to plan for the future use of society belongings.  The report will be 
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available soon and was made possible by a grant from the national Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
  
Dennysville-Edmunds Congregational Church 
The Dennysville-Edmunds Congregational Church sits on a hill overlooking the Dennys River.  
Its history dates to 1801 when the Rev. Jotham Sewall, who walked throughout what is now 
eastern Washington County providing missionary services, stopped here and conducted a 
worship service.  Again in 1804 he returned and preached to a welcoming community.  During 
the next few years, the church grew slowly and was served irregularly by itinerant ministers.  In 
1827, election of officers was held for the first time, and in 1834, a new church was dedicated.   
  
Throughout the years, many improvements have been made to the original structure.  Some of 
these are as follows:  a bronze bell cast by George H. Holbrook (a successor of Paul Revere), 
upholstered chairs, electricity, oil furnace (replaced old wood stove), paneling of walls, carpeting 
(a gift of the late Irene Mahar Schedinger in memory of her husband, Harry), steeple repairs, an 
Allan digital organ (gift in memory of the late Rev. Cedric Brooks).  Most recently in 2002, new 
red velvet pew cushions have been added to all of the pews. 
  
The first Sunday School was organized in 1827, and by 1837, there were seventeen Sunday 
School teachers.  Nearly a hundred years later, in 1918, there were ninety-eight students, 
teachers, and officers of the Sunday School.  Today, the Sunday School meets an hour before 
regular eleven o’clock worship service, and the children attend the early part of the service.  
Attendance varies but averages about twenty students.  Classes are conducted in the small Parish 
Hall which is adjacent to the church building. 
  
The Fund Raising Committee of the Dennysville-Edmunds Congregational Church was 
organized in the fall of 2000 to provide money for repairs which were necessary to the church 
building.  Composed of members of the congregation, the committee has worked diligently to 
earn enough money for repairs to the steeple, the weathervane, the roof, the windows, etc., and 
the committee has assisted in paying for a complete repainting of the church building.  In 
addition to smaller fund raising events, a major undertaking for the committee is its annual 
Summer Family Festival held the first Saturday in August,  a day-long celebration with many 
activities for all ages.  Some highlights of the Summer Family Festival are the Dennys River 
Duck Race, a Chicken Barbeque, and a Variety Show.  The Fund Raising Committee also 
sponsors a monthly Breakfast at the EDM Youth Center on the first Saturday of each month, 
except August and December.  At present, the goal of the committee is to build a much larger 
and more functional Parish Hall in which to hold the various activities of the church. 
  
Parent Teacher Boosters Club 
The Parent Teacher Boosters Club of Edmunds Consolidated School is an organization of 
parents, teachers, and community members whose purpose it is to aid the school with programs 
of enrichment and encouragement for the students.  It has been in existence for the past fifteen 
years, and its members work diligently and enthusiastically for the good of the school.  Two of 
its major fund raisers are the annual Christmas Auction held each year in November and the 
Cabin Fever Festival held each year on the first Saturday in March. 
  
Section I                                    Public Facilities and Services    
  
     
I -10 
Little League 
There has been an organized Little League Baseball Team in town for the past twenty-five 
years.  Called the Jets, the team is for boys and girls ages 9-12.  It competes with area teams with 
home games and away games in the late spring and early summer.  Home games are played on 
the Little League field at Edmunds School. 
  
Fourth of July Committee 
Organized about ten years ago, the Fourth of July Committee’s aim is to sponsor a parade to 
celebrate the holiday.  Held each year on the evening of July 3, the parade attracts participants 
and onlookers from far and near.  Prizes are awarded to parade floats and walkers in various 
categories, with the judging taking place in the yard of Edmunds School, where the parade 
begins.  Viewers may watch the parade from any venue from the school, up the Lane, and down 
King Street to the Fire Station. 
  
Dennys River Watershed Council 
The Dennys River Watershed Council was organized in 1999, in response to the State Plan to 
Recover Atlantic Salmon. The council promotes water quality and habitat improvements and 
sponsors educational ad cultural events that are related to the Dennys River. 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES AND SERVICES 
 
Electrical Service:  Bangor Hydro 
Telephone Service:  Verizon 
 
Television, Cable, and Radio Newspapers 
WLBZ - Channel 2 (NBC affiliate) Bangor Bangor Daily News (daily) 
WABI - Channel 5 (CBS affiliate) Bangor Calais Advertiser (weekly) 
WVII - Channel 7 (ABC affiliate) Bangor Downeast Coastal Press (weekly) Cutler 
Maine PBS- Channel 13  (PBS affiliate) Calais Ellsworth American (daily) 
Pine Tree Cable  Lubec Light (monthly) 
Individually owned sateltite systems Down East Times (weekly) Calais 
WQDY (1230 AM & 92.7 FM) Calais Machias Valley News Observer (weekly) 
WALZ (95.3 FM) Machias Quoddy Tides (twice monthly) Eastport 
WCRQ (102.9 FM)  Calais  
WQCB (106.5 FM) Brewer  
WLKE (99.1 FM) Ellsworth  
WVOM (103.9 FM) Bangor  
WMED (89.7 FM) (NPR affiliate) Calais  
 
Internet Providers:  There are a number of Internet service providers with the local access 
numbers. 
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TOWN SURVEY RESULTS 
 
For a very small community, Dennysville has a very rich variety of community facilities, 
organizations, events and on-going activities. Support for those that exist is very strong as is 
support for new facilities like a municipal building and community bulletin board. 
By overwhelming majorities, people favor preservation of the scenic character of the town, 
recreational organizations, cultural & historical organizations, animal control, public access to 
local waterways, and a tourist information booth/community bulletin board.  A municipal 
building is favored by 80% while only 13% are not sure and 8% oppose.  Similar percentages 
favor town zoning 60%, 19% oppose, 21% not sure;  town purchase of land for town use 64%, 
16% oppose, 20% not sure.; and town recycling 74%, 8% oppose, and 17% not sure.  An 
industrial park is approved by 49%, opposed by 26%, and 25% are not sure.  Similar percentages 
are found for a landing strip/helicopter pad.  Paving roads in the cemetery is favored by 67%, 
opposed by 17%, and 17% are not sure.  Rails to Trails and/or Bikeways is favored by 64%, 
opposed by 8%, and 18% are not sure. 
These opinions are depicted graphically below. 
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POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
In order to plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to 
accommodate anticipated growth and economic development, the town has developed the 
following policies and implementation strategies:  
 
1. The town will raise local monies, secure loans and/or seek grants to construct a town office.   
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Immediate  (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
2. The town will continue to educate its citizen on the importance of recycling through the use of 
fliers, informational meetings and school programs. Literature on the town’s recycling program 
will be made readily available to residents at the town office. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Ongoing 
 
3.  The town will address future funding needs for replacement items through the Capital 
Improvement Plan as indicated in the fiscal capacity section. 
 Responsibility:   Selectmen 
Time Frame: Long term 
 
4.  The town will investigate the availability and funding sources through the Capital 
Improvement Plan for improving access to high speed Internet access within the region. 
 Responsibility:   Town Manager, Selectmen 
Time Frame: Long term 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Through proper maintenance and investment, Dennysville’s public facilities and services have 
remained in overall good condition. Although the town has not previously established a formal 
Capital Improvement Plan, they have provided reserve accounts for many necessary items. 
Prudent management decisions at the local level have prevented the town from being forced to 
make large capital investments within one tax year. However, there are issues that do need to be 
addressed to eliminate possible future repercussions. These issues include construction of a town 
office and promotion of the recycling program. 
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J.  FISCAL CAPACITY 
 
The primary funding source for municipal government is property tax revenue. In order to 
maintain a consistent mil rate year to year, town government must operate in a manner that is 
fiscally responsible. Large fluctuations in the tax rate can cause public outcry and can also 
discourage economic development. Although the priorities of the town may change from one 
election year to another, stable municipal finances are always a fundamental responsibility of 
town government. It is important for Dennysville to handle diligently all yearly expenditures 
while at the same time planning for the town’s long-term objectives. As is the case with any 
business, the physical assets of Dennysville must be properly maintained through capital reserve 
accounts to protect the town's continued economic health.   
 
The goal of this section, as with the Public Facilities section, is to plan for, finance, and develop 
an efficient system of public facilities and services to accommodate anticipated growth and 
economic development, without placing an enormous burden on the town’s taxpayers. 
 
The majority of the financial information for this section was taken from town reports. 
 
VALUATIONS 
 
As mentioned, the town’s primary revenue source is through the taxation of real and personal 
property. These taxes are assessed to local property owners according to the fair market value of 
their property.  This assessment is known as the municipal or town valuation and is determined 
by the local tax assessor.  
 
According to the town report, Dennysville’s total real property valuation was $6,047,346 in 1997 
and has risen to $6,260,123 in 2001. This equates to approximately a 3.52 percent increase. 
 
In 2001, the town’s top five taxpayers in order from highest to lowest were: 
 
 Name      Tax Amount  
1.  Champion International (SP Forests, L.L.C.) $17,980.77 
2.  Bangor Hydro Electric    $  8,921.40 
3.  Lionel Labonte     $  4,329.08 
4.  U.S. Cellular     $  3,968.69 
5.  Pine Tree Cablevision    $  1,942.59 
 
State law provides for tax exemptions for certain types of property, such as: charitable and 
benevolent, religious, literary and scientific, and governmental. Generally, the previously 
mentioned properties would be totally non-taxable by exemption. Partial exemptions also exist 
for veterans of foreign wars or their widows that have not re-married; individuals who are legally 
blind and homestead exemptions for the homeowner’s primary residence. The state does provide 
some reimbursement to the municipalities for veteran and homestead exemptions. However, in 
many communities the number of exempt properties is increasing which decreases the municipal 
tax base. Since exemptions are established by statute, the town has virtually no choice but to 
grant an applicable exemption. Often, in such a case as a real estate transfer to a tax-exempt 
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organization, the town has little notice that the property will seek exempt status and then the 
town must deal with the impact on the upcoming budget. As the amount of these exemptions 
increases, it becomes very difficult for the community to maintain a constant tax rate. 
 
The state also places a total valuation on the town. This value is known as the State Valuation. 
Every year the Maine Revenue Services Property Tax Division reviews all arms length sales that 
have occurred in each community. (An arms length sale is a sale that occurs between a willing 
seller and a willing buyer without any extenuating circumstances. Examples of non-arms length 
sales could be estate sales, interfamily transfers, foreclosure sales and auctions.) These sales are 
compared to the town’s local assessed values to determine the assessment ratio or the percentage 
of market value that the town is assessing. The state’s valuation is used to determine the amount 
of revenue sharing the town will receive and the portion of the county tax that the municipality 
will pay.  
 
Although the assessor’s records indicate that the town has not had a total town-wide revaluation 
for over twenty years, the town’s current state certified assessment ratio is 73 percent of market 
value. The state indicates that a town should be revalued at least once in every 10-year period. 
However, they also indicate that a revaluation must be preformed when the assessment ratio falls 
below 70% of market value. Currently, Dennysville is preparing to conduct a revaluation in the 
near future by placing monies in a reserve account to pay for a professional contractor to perform 
the revaluation. 
 
MIL RATE 
 
After the town’s budget has been approved and all applicable state and local revenues are 
deducted from the approved expenditures, the town arrives at the dollar amount that will be 
raised through tax revenues. This amount is called the net commitment or appropriation. The 
local assessor arrives at a valuation for each taxable property in the town and the taxpayers are 
assessed their share of the tax burden through a mathematical calculation. The total appropriation 
is then divided by the total taxable or assessed valuation of the town to arrive at the minimum tax 
rate.  This rate is usually expressed in dollars per thousand-dollars of valuation, or in decimal 
form, commonly referred to as the mil rate. The difference between the amount that is actually 
committed to the collector and the total appropriation is called overlay. Overlay is commonly 
used to pay any tax abatements that are granted during that tax year. Any overlay that remains at 
the end of the year is usually placed into the general fund. The overlay cannot exceed 5% of the 
total appropriations. Since the mil rate is a direct result of a mathematical calculation, 
fluctuations in this rate will occur from year to year if there is a change in the total valuation or 
the tax commitment.  The mil rate in 1997 was 0.0293 and in 2001 was 0.0217. 
 
Maine Municipal Association (MMA) has ranked local property tax burden for all Maine 
municipalities. Their calculation considered municipal full value mil rate, commitment, median 
household income, median home value and property tax. The most recent data available is from 
1999.  The table below shows selected municipalities in Washington County, as well as the 
countywide average.  A rank of 1 was the highest burden and 486 was the lowest. Dennysville 
was listed as number 216. 
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Tax Burden Rankings 
Municipality 
Tax Paid as % 
of Median 
Income 
1999 
Burden 
Rank 
Lubec 6.61 15 
Eastport 6.56 17 
Machias 5.78 35 
Meddybemps 4.79 72 
Cooper 4.76 74 
Calais 4.03 151 
Pembroke 3.82 178 
Charlotte 3.66 201 
Dennysville 3.59 216 
Whiting 3.45 234 
East Machias 3.34 259 
Robbinston 3.29 268 
Washington County Average 3.44 253 
 
MUNICIPAL REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES 
Revenue 
 
The table below shows the major sources of municipal revenue for calendar years 1997 through 
2001. Intergovernmental revenues include road maintenance funds, state revenues and schools 
subsidies.  Other financing sources include fees for various licenses and permits, transfers from 
other funds, interest and municipal-state revenue sharing.  
 
Total revenues increased 2.28 percent over the past five years.  As a percent of total revenues, 
property taxes decreased from 32.8 percent to 27.9 percent during this period.   
 
Town of Dennysville Revenues 1997-2001 
Revenue (year ending) 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Property Taxes $162,984 $127,129 $115,022 $115,494 $141,623
Vehicle Excise Tax & 
Tax Interest $27,021 $26,311 $27,290 $35,154 $38,821
Education Subsidy $244,302 $266,539 $257,678 $242,542 $240,991
Revenue Sharing (incl. 
Tree growth & veteran 
exempt returns) 
$30,719 $31,970 $27,618 $25,487 $24,698
Homestead Exemption $0 $0 $0 $10,245 $11,854
Roads $20,804 $27,911 $26,000 $53,068* $48,445
Interest Income $9,404 $8,504 $10,527 $13,202 --
Other (incl. license, fees, 
etc.) $550 $506 $469 $665 $646
Total $495,784 $488,870 $464,604 $495,857 $507,078 
Source: Dennysville Town Reports  * 5-Year PILOT Monies 
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Expenditures 
The table below illustrates the amount of money expended for each of the major departments 
within the town of Dennysville for calendar years 1997 through 2001. In 2001, almost 74 percent 
of total expenditures went to education as compared to more than 83 percent in 1997.  Total 
expenditures increased 2.1 percent from 1997 to 2001, while education expenses decreased 
almost 10 percent.  Expenditures are affected yearly, not only by the local budget but also by the 
amount of state revenue sharing.  It is difficult to predict municipal expenditures for the next ten 
years. Demands for services, county assessments, valuation, population, and many other factors 
all enter the very political process of determining expenditures every year. 
 
Town of Dennysville Expenditures 1997-2001 
Expenditures (year ending) 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
General Government $16,000 $15,413 $14,494 $18,217 $15,106
Public Safety $6,841 $8,047 $7,363 $10,072 $36,726
Health & Sanitation $12,145 $12,260 $33,181 $16,582 $7,578
Highways & Bridges $24,847 $19,197 $23,177 $29,568 $46,927
Unclassified $9,806 $9,849 $12,311 $13,906 $13,432
Education $415,693 $355,371 $373,123 $365,173 $374,474
County Tax $13,674 $13,798 $14,733 $14,500 $15,236
Total $499,006 $433,935 $478,382 $468,018 $509,479 
Source: Dennysville Town Reports 
 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 
The comprehensive plan recognizes planned growth and a diverse mix of land uses within the 
town as an important aspect of fiscal planning. The primary implementation strategy for the 
fiscal capacity section is the development of a capital improvement plan (CIP). The purpose of a 
CIP is to establish a framework for financing needed capital improvements. A CIP guides 
budgeting and expenditures of tax revenues and identifies needs for which alternative sources of 
funding such as loans, grants or gifts will be sought. Capital improvements are investments in 
the repair, renewal, replacement or purchase of capital items. Capital improvements differ from 
operating expenses or consumables. The expense of consumables is ordinarily budgeted as 
operations. Capital improvements generally have the following characteristics: they are 
relatively expensive (usually having an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more); they usually do not 
recur annually; they last a long time (usually having a useful life of three or more years); and 
they result in fixed assets. Capital items can include equipment and machinery, buildings, real 
property, utilities and long-term contracts and are funded through the establishment of financial 
reserves. 
 
Capital improvements are prioritized each year in the budget process based on the availability of 
funds and the political will of the community. A complete CIP describes expected yearly 
investment and allows for both changes in priorities and reduction of available funds. The CIP is 
intended to prevent an unavoidable capital improvement from occurring in a single fiscal year. 
The unexpected purchase of a sizeable improvement can overburden the tax rate and cause large 
fluctuations in tax bills from year to year. 
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A CIP attempts to illustrate all expected capital improvements over a number of years. The 
longer the useful life of a capital item, the lower the annual provision for its eventual 
improvement. It is important that capital improvements be financially provided for each fiscal 
year, minimizing later expense.  
 
For the purpose of this plan, the total costs have been recognized with an indication of the 
expected time frame for each item that is desired based on priority ratings. The town is currently 
in the process of developing a complete capital improvement plan that will provide for a yearly 
allocation of available and applicable funds. Each year any necessary changes will be made to 
the CIP and it will be included in the annual budget. Each year the Budget Committee will 
review the funding requests and make a recommendation for town meeting review. 
 
The capital improvements identified below were assigned a priority based on the listed rating 
system. Logically, “A” improvements would be implemented prior to “B” and so on. A lower 
priority item may be funded ahead of schedule if higher priority items have already been funded 
or are prohibitively expensive, or if other sources of revenue (such as donated funds) become 
available. In order to fund some capital improvements projects, it may be necessary to begin to 
identify funding sources and set aside funds in advance of the projected time of funding. 
 
A - Immediate need. A capital improvement rated in this category would typically remedy a 
danger to public health, safety and welfare. 
 
B - Necessary, to be accomplished within two to five years. A capital improvement rated in this 
category would typically correct deficiencies in an existing facility or service. 
 
C - Future improvement or replacement, to be accomplished within five to ten years. A capital 
improvement rated in this category would be desirable but is of no urgency. Funding would be 
flexible and there would be no immediate problem. 
 
D - Desirable, but not necessarily feasible within the ten year time frame of the current plan. 
 
Projects previously mentioned and identified throughout this comprehensive plan and existing 
reserve accounts are the basis for this capital improvement plan and have been incorporated into 
the table below. 
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 
 
DEPARTMENT/AREA 
 
ITEM 
 
COST 
 
PRIORITY 
 
RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY(ies) 
 
FUNDING 
SOURCES 
Public Safety Fire Department Heating 
System 
$16,000 A DRFD CDBG/local 
funds 
General Government Town Building $250,000 A Selectmen CDBG/grants 
Cemetery Committee Cemetery Expansion  $30,000 B Selectmen/Cemetery 
Committee 
Perpetual 
Care Trust 
Funds/ Local 
Taxes/grants 
Public Works Rebuild and Pave portions 
of Smith Ridge Road 
$150,000 B Selectmen Local 
Taxes/grants 
Public Works Rebuild other shorter road 
sections 
$200,000 B Selectmen Local 
Taxes/grants 
Cultural and Recreation Structural, Drainage and 
Infrastructure (Furnace, 
ADA requirements) 
improvements to Lincoln 
Memorial Library 
$100,000 C Library Association Grants, 
fundraisers, 
limited town 
support 
Cultural and Recreation Resurface Tennis and 
Basketball Courts 
$30,000 C Selectmen and 
Planning Board 
Grants 
Cultural and Recreation Footbridge across Dennys 
River 
$100,000 A Selectmen and 
Planning Board 
CDBG/grants 
Cultural and Recreation Footpath along banks of 
Dennys River 
$100,000 A Selectmen and 
Planning Board 
CDBG/grants 
Public Safety Dry Hydrants $100,000 A Selectmen  Department 
of Agriculture 
 
SUMMARY 
 
As indicated by the figures, Dennysville has been doing very well in managing its finances over 
the last five years and the mil rate has remained within a consistent range. The town has not had 
a total town-wide revaluation for over twenty years and the town’s current state certified 
assessment ratio is 73 percent of market. Accordingly, Dennysville is preparing to conduct a 
revaluation in the near future by placing monies in a reserve account to pay for a professional 
contractor to perform the revaluation. In the past, the town has successfully managed its local 
budget for public expenditures and been successful in garnering grants to help improve roads and 
local housing stock. A Capital Improvement Plan is part of this Comprehensive Plan and will 
assist the town in meeting resident’s goals for the next five to ten years.  
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K. LAND USE 
 
This land use section is based upon the information found in the inventory and analysis within 
the preceding sections of this comprehensive plan. Existing land use patterns are reviewed and 
efforts are made to minimize non-conforming uses within each proposed area designation. The 
recommended land use plan has been shaped by the policies developed in each section of the 
comprehensive plan; consideration was given to existing land use patterns and the expected 
future land use needs. 
 
Growth management legislation requires the creation of growth and rural areas. The designation 
of growth areas is intended to direct development to areas most suitable for such growth and 
away from areas where growth and development would be incompatible with the protection of 
rural resources. Based on growth management, growth areas are to be located close to municipal 
services to minimize the cost to the municipality for the delivery and maintenance of these 
services. The designation of rural areas is intended to protect agricultural, forest, scenic areas, 
and other open space land areas from incompatible development and uses. 
 
DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE 
 
Dennysville has experienced some commercial growth along the US 1 corridor, including home 
based businesses that have been established in response to the traffic that uses this arterial 
roadway.  This growth is most evident near the Village.  Dennysville’s village area is not that 
different from many other rural villages in Maine. Since few historic buildings are located along 
the Route 1 corridor it is unlikely that commercial conversion will occur. Some new businesses 
even wish to relocate further out US 1, away from the village area and municipal services.  Most 
new residential development has occurred along rural roads.  While camps and cottages are built 
at first for seasonal use, some have been converted for use year round.  This trend is likely to 
continue. 
 
EXISTING LAND USE PATTERN 
 
Dennysville's existing land use patterns are illustrated on the Map7: Existing Land Use, located 
at the end of this section, as well as on Map 6:  Agricultural and Forest Lands. Dennysville's 
village area is composed of residential, public and commercial uses. The majority of the village 
area contains small lots. The areas north of the village, along US 1, are a mixture of commercial, 
residential, and home occupational uses. A variety of uses, primarily residential, are located 
along SR 86, Shipyard Road, Cross Road, the Lane and the Smith Ridge Road.  Approximately 
60 percent of the town’s area (5,000 acres) is owned and managed as industrial forestland.  
About 20 acres is still used for agricultural purposes, including cranberry bogs and blueberry 
fields.  The minimum lot size is 20,000 square feet for new residential construction.  However, 
existing lots of smaller size can be found throughout town, especially in the village area.  The 
average lot size is one acre. 
 
PAST DEVELOPMENT TRENDS 
 
Historically, Dennysville’s development consisted of a marine and forest based economy, 
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including shipbuilding that occurred along the waterfront, and forestry and tanning activities that 
occurred in the rural back lands.  In recent times, some limited commercial and residential 
development has taken place along the US 1 corridor to serve local needs.  Currently there are no 
controls to guide development in this corridor. In addition, development could spread out from 
the village area. Route 1 is an important lifeline for the economic health of the community since 
the town relies heavily on property tax revenue. Dennysville has lost three local community 
stores that formerly provided a local source of provisions and community contact.  
 
ANTICIPATED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT TRENDS 
 
If the town’s average annual rate of growth of 0.49% per year as evidenced from 1970 to 2000 
continues, the population of the town would increase to total 335 persons by the year 2010. This 
increase, according to estimates and community opinion will be attributable to an in-migration of 
older individuals.   Based on this population forecast, and assuming a similar rate of change in 
the ratio between total population and total housing units, it is anticipated that there will be up to 
249 total housing units in 2010.   
 
Dennysville has a number of new constructions occurring each year.  A 6.35 percent increase in 
the number of housing units was observed during the 1990s.   In 1990, mobile homes, modular 
and trailers accounted for 10.6 percent of the single family housing stock.  According to local 
opinion, the demand for residential rental properties has also increased.  The single-family 
residential home still remains as the most predominant type of housing unit in Dennysville.  
Land for housing construction is severely limited by following constraints: large industrial 
forestry ownership (noted above) resource protection, and environmental constraints.  
Approximately 10 acres of scattered small lots are currently available for housing construction. 
Additional land is expected to come on the market as the industrial forest lands are subdivided.   
 
If development growth rates increase significantly without the appropriate land use ordinances, 
there is the possibility that Dennysville will lose not only the character of the community but 
also the rich historic heritage that so many in the community admire. Results of the town survey 
indicate that the townspeople want the character of the town to remain the same. 
 
New commercial development in the town has avoided the village area and former store sites are 
vacant or have been converted to residential uses. Many individuals have opened home 
occupations to supplement their incomes or as a small business for retirees. Through this plan the 
town suggests directing growth into the most appropriate areas, managing access onto Route 1 
and minimizing the conflicts among new growth and existing development. 
 
PRESENT LAND USE REGULATIONS 
 
Currently the Town of Dennysville has a number of existing land use regulations that are listed 
below.  
 
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance  (Maine Land Use Laws, 1992) - Shoreland areas include those 
areas within 250 feet of the normal high-water line of any great pond, river or saltwater body, 
within 250 feet of the upland edge of a coastal or freshwater wetland, or within 75 feet of the 
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high-water line of a stream. The purposes of these controls are to further the maintenance of safe 
and healthful conditions; to prevent and control water pollution; to protect fish spawning 
grounds, aquatic life, bird and other wildlife habitat; to protect archaeological and historic 
resources; to protect commercial fishing and maritime industries; to protect freshwater and 
coastal wetlands; to control building sites, placement of structures and land uses; to conserve 
shore covers, and visual as well as actual points of access to inland and coastal waters; to 
conserve natural beauty and open space; and to anticipate and respond to the impacts of 
development in shoreland areas. 
 
Currently the local Shoreland Zoning Ordinance contains the following districts: 
 
Resource Protection District (RP) 
Limited Residential District (LR)   
Limited Commercial District (LC)  
Stream Protection District (SP) 
 
The community has also adopted the following local ordinances/regulations: 
 
Subdivision Regulations – Provides guidance as to procedures and review criteria for 
subdivisions. 
 
Floodplain Ordinance - Regulates construction activity in the floodplain areas. 
 
Maine State Plumbing Code - Installation of plumbing fixtures and septic systems must be in 
accordance with the Maine State Law and the Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules and 
Regulations. 
 
National Electrical Code - All electrical work in Dennysville must be consistent with applicable 
portions of the National Electrical Code. 
 
NFPA 101 – National Fire Protection Association regulations pertaining to Life Safety, Ingress, 
Egress and capacity provisions. 
 
AREAS UNSUITABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
 
There are areas within Dennysville that are not suitable for development or areas that require 
special consideration based on the potential environmental impact as the result of various land 
use activities. Land use activities within these areas require stricter regulation than in other areas 
or, in some circumstances, prohibition. These areas include: 
 
Floodplains - These are areas located in the flood prone areas of Dennysville. Flooding is 
frequent and use should be limited to those activities, which are unharmed by flooding, such as 
agriculture, forest and some types of recreation. It should be noted that the actual floodplain of a 
stream would usually be more extensive than the areas shown having floodplain soils. 
 
Water Resources/Wetlands - These are areas that fall under the Shoreland Zoning Laws. 
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Development in these areas would be extremely limited if not impossible. 
 
Wildlife Habitat/Conservation - These are areas that would fall under the provisions of the 
applicable mandated legislation. Development in these areas, if possible, may require review and 
approval by the pertinent State Agencies.  
 
Unsuitable Soils - These are areas in Dennysville that would have limited development because 
of poor soils. Larger lot sizes would be required in order to meet the requirements of the Maine 
State Plumbing Laws. 
 
Slope - These are areas within Dennysville that have a slope greater than 15 percent.  These 
slopes preclude extensive development because of problems with erosion, runoff, and 
construction limitation such as allowable road grades, suitability for septic sewage disposal, and 
stability of foundation. Also, note that the Maine Plumbing Code does not permit septic systems 
on a slope greater than 25 percent. 
 
PROPOSED LAND USE DISTRICTS 
 
Growth Areas 
 
The purpose of the land use plan and map contained within the comprehensive plan is to identify 
general areas of appropriate location and size to accommodate anticipated growth and future 
development. The proposed land use plan does not endeavor to identify specific parcels or areas 
needed to accommodate predicted growth and development.  Only detailed site-specific analysis 
can determine land suitable for development and at what densities. In addition, the 
comprehensive plan has not assessed the individual landowner's desires to sell their land for 
development, to develop it or to leave it undeveloped. 
 
Dennysville has requested and received an exemption from the requirement to identify a growth 
area (see letter from Fred Landa, State Planning Office dated January 22, 2004 – Appendix C). 
The statutory reference allowing this exemption is Title 30-A § 4326. 3-A. A.(4)  which says: 
 
A municipality or multimunicipal region is not required to identify growth areas for residential, commercial 
or industrial growth if it demonstrates that the municipality or multimunicipal region has experienced 
minimal or no residential, commercial or industrial development over the past decade and this condition is 
expected to continue over the 10-year planning period 
 
The town of Dennysville requests this exemption for the following reasons: 
 
1. The total number of residences had dropped in the past 10 years. 
2. According to the 2000 census, the population has dropped 10% in the last 10 years and 
we do not foresee substantial growth in the next 10 years. 
3. Although population figures show a decline while housing figures show some growth, 
school enrollment has declined and new housing units are probably seasonal structures. 
Furthermore, this growth is still small compared to the county and the state. 
 
The National Registry of Historic Places has recognized the Dennysville Historic District.  The 
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town will develop standards designed to acknowledge and ensure the long-term preservation of 
these historical structures, creating an overlay within the existing village area.  Development 
proposals within this overlay will be subject to established Historic Preservation Performances 
Standards that will be incorporated into the future Land Use Ordinance. 
 
Rural Areas 
 
The Rural District consists of those areas that Dennysville intends to protect such as agricultural 
land, forested land, scenic areas, and open space land uses incompatible with development. The 
land use district proposed in the rural areas is shown on the Proposed Land Use Map at the end 
of this section. 
 
Rural District (R) 
 
The purpose of this district is to maintain the rural character of the town, to protect agricultural, 
forestry, recreational and wildlife habitat uses; to provide open spaces and provide for single 
family residential dwellings with larger lot sizes. No municipal water or sewer is currently 
available and none is anticipated in the future.  The minimum lot size will be 1 acre.  Frontage 
requirements will be 300 feet to maintain the rural character of the town. Having a larger 
minimum lot size in the rural area would conflict with our goal of allowing for affordable 
housing to be built on the limited amount of land not used for industrial forestry (as noted above) 
that is available for housing construction. Larger minimum lot sizes do not necessarily prevent 
development sprawl, but simply spread it further, which might in turn threaten the current use of 
land for industrial forestry, recreation and wildlife habitat.   
 
Should a substantial portion of industrial forestland be sold for residential development, 
however, the town should consider a 2-acre minimum lot size. In addition, development 
regulations should encourage residential development to occur on existing or newly constructed 
roads. The town should guide development in the rural areas so that traditional recreational uses 
(hunting, fishing, trapping) and contiguous blocks of wildlife habitat are retained. Cluster 
development will be highly encouraged within this district. All subdivision development 
proposals within this district will be required to submit a cluster plan, as well as a conventional 
plan for the Planning Board's consideration. Density bonus provisions will be included within 
the Land Use Ordinance, which will encourage the preservation of rural land areas. Development 
of commercial agricultural, forestry and recreation operations will be permitted, as well as 
limited business use. 
 
Agricultural and commercial forestry operations will be allowed in this district, as well as 
limited business use including small-scale service, Bed and Breakfasts, home occupations and 
other small-scale low impact retail establishments. Performance standards regarding noise, 
lighting, hours of operation, parking, and other adverse impacts will be developed to ensure 
compatibility with residential neighbors and with the rural character of the district. 
 
Open Space subdivisions will be encouraged. An open space subdivision is a subdivision in 
which for the provision of dedicated permanent open space, the lot sizes are reduced below those 
normally required in the land use district but at or above state minimum lot size requirements.  
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Open space may or may not be publicly accessible. All subdivision development proposals 
within this district will be encouraged to submit an open space subdivision plan for the Planning 
Board's consideration.  
 
Future access in this area will be consistent with the Maine Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) Access Management Standards.  Permitting and enforcement of entrances and 
driveways state on state aid roadways is done by MDOT. However local subdivision review will 
encourage lot design that concentrates access from 4 or more lots onto a combined road or 
common driveway rather than several uncoordinated accesses. Subdivision design will ensure 
access to productive “back land” is retained. 
 
Resource Conservation District (R) 
 
Dennysville will create a Resource Conservation District on lands owned by State of Maine as 
part of the Dennys River Atlantic Salmon Protection Corridor. This designation will align local 
policy with that of state agencies protecting salmon habitat. This District will however exclude 
the gravel pit that is leased by the town for road building and maintenance purposes. 
Furthermore, as a matter of policy, to be noted in the plan,  the Planning Board will continue its 
current practice of consulting with biologists at the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife when permits are requested in areas identified on maps 7 (critical resources) and 8 
(marine resources). The town will also request periodic updates to this information from State 
agencies and request that they send new maps as information changes. 
 
The Town of Dennysville is concerned about the loss of property tax revenue that has resulted 
from the purchase of lands by the State. Additional purchase of land by the State will not be 
supported by the town without some arrangement for a payment in lieu of taxes. 
 
 
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF ZONING ORDINANCE 
AND LAND USE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
 
The public survey asked people to respond with an answer of “favor”, “oppose”, or “not sure” to 
a variety of 30 hypothetical proposals that described development and planning issues facing the 
community. Charts depicting the answers to these questions can be found in the chapters on 
Natural Resources and on Public Facilities and Services. 
  
By overwhelming majorities, people favor preservation of the scenic character of the town, 
recreational organizations, cultural & historical organizations, animal control, public access to 
local waterways, and a tourist information booth/community bulletin board.  A municipal 
building is favored by 80% while only 13% are not sure and 8% oppose.  Similar percentages 
favor town zoning 60%, 19% oppose, 21% not sure; town purchase of land for town use 64%, 
16% oppose, 20% not sure; and town recycling 74%, 8% oppose, and 17% not sure.  An 
industrial park is approved by 49%, opposed by 26%, and 25% are not sure.   
 
The Comprehensive Planning Committee is guided by these opinions but is also aware that 
Dennysville is a small rural town that does not uniformly embrace restrictive regulations. 
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Dennysville's Land Use Ordinance, when developed, will be consistent with the intent of this 
comprehensive plan and cognizant of this reluctance to infringe on the rights of landowners. 
 
Thus, land use regulations will be kept to the minimum necessary to achieve the goals of the 
comprehensive plan and to reduce the number of non-conforming properties. It is not the intent 
of the Comprehensive Planning Committee to impose burdensome requirements on the everyday 
activities of the town’s residents or to create costly enforcement issues for town government. 
The ultimate goal of growth management is to regulate land use development to the extent 
necessary to protect natural resources, property values, and public safety. However, the imposed 
regulations should not make the town’s residents feel that they have lost their freedom as 
landowners. Therefore land use regulation should not be so restrictive that they have negative 
impacts on existing land use practices. 
 
Ordinances need specific standards and clear definitions. They must also meet the minimum 
requirements of state law and be consistent with the recommendations of the comprehensive 
plan. The comprehensive plan provides the legal basis for enacting the ordinances, and their 
consistency with the plans, goals, and policies will be a major consideration in the event that the 
ordinances are subject to a legal challenge. 
 
Therefore the land use ordinance will: (1) create a user friendly application and permitting 
process; (2) assign more responsibility for review and approval to code enforcement; and (3) 
develop clear and consistent guidelines for obtaining approval. 
 
LAND USE ORDINANCE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  
 
The Land Use Ordinance of the Town of Dennysville will be developed consistent with the 
identified needs of the town. In order to protect and preserve natural resources, property values, 
public safety, health and welfare, provide for affordable housing and ensure the proper future 
development of the town the following performance standard topic areas will be developed and 
included within the town’s land use ordinance.  
 
Access Requirements - Standards will be developed in keeping with state access management 
regulations, which will minimize the creation of strip development within the community. 
 
Agriculture - Standards will be developed to minimize soil erosion and to avoid sedimentation, 
non-point source pollution, and the phosphorus levels of water bodies. 
 
Buffer Provisions - Standards will be developed to minimize the negative impacts of inconsistent 
development, and to protect Dennysville's water resources. 
 
Conversion - Standards will be developed which will regulate the conversion of existing 
structures into multi-family dwellings to ensure the safety, health and welfare of Dennysville 
citizens. 
 
Home Occupation - Standards will be developed in order that home occupations may be 
established minimizing their impact on existing neighborhoods. 
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Industrial Performance Standards - Standards will be developed which will ensure appropriate 
industrial development within designated areas of the community. 
 
Manufactured housing - Standards will be developed to ensure the safety, health and welfare of 
mobile home occupants and mobile home owners regardless of the date manufactured. 
 
Mobile Home Park - Standards will be developed regarding the placement and design of mobile 
home parks within the town. At a minimum, mobile home parks will be limited to areas where 
soils are able to accommodate proposed density of development. 
 
Off Street Loading - Standards will be developed to minimize traffic congestion associated with 
commercial development. 
 
Oil and Chemical Storage - Standards will be developed regarding the storage of combustible 
material. 
 
Parking Requirements - Parking space provisions will be created within the performance 
standards that will regulate the number of parking spaces to be provided depending upon the 
type of development proposed. 
 
Refuse Disposal - Standards will be developed regarding the disposal of solid and liquid wastes. 
 
Sedimentation and Erosion - Standards will be developed (town-wide) in order to minimize the 
volume of surface water runoff during and after development. 
 
Signs - Standards will be developed regarding the placement of signs, sign size, and sign type. 
 
Soils - Standards will be developed to ensure development is located on appropriate soils. 
 
Storage Materials - Standards will be developed that will encourage the orderly storage of 
material in residential areas to promote and preserve the character of the neighborhoods. 
 
Topsoil and Vegetation Removal - Standards will be developed to prevent soil erosion and 
destruction of topsoil during construction. 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The planning board, code enforcement officer, board of appeal and board of selectmen will 
annually review the land use ordinance, shoreland zoning ordinance, subdivision regulation, 
mobile home park ordinance and floodplain management ordinance to ensure that there are no 
changes required. In reviewing these regulations, the planning board and code enforcement 
officer will consider whether or not there have been any changes in the minimum requirements 
of state or federal laws that would require local amendment of the land use regulations. 
 
In order to educate residents on local land use ordinances, a list of all local ordinances and when 
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they are applicable should be developed and made available to the public at the town office. An 
attempt should be made to notify and involve all citizens in the development and amendment of 
local ordinances.   
 
ENFORCEMENT 
 
The value of any ordinance is dependent on how well it is enforced. In order to achieve better 
enforcement, two issues are of importance: (1) the education of residents as to the requirements 
of local and state regulations, and (2) providing for adequate hours for the code enforcement 
officer to ensure that compliance is taking place. The key to adequate and successful 
enforcement is providing the code enforcement officer with the proper legal language and 
definitions within the land use ordinance. The success of any ordinance depends on the ability of 
the code enforcement officer to enforce the ordinance and support of the code enforcement 
department by management and elected officials. 
 
REGIONAL COORDINATION 
 
Comprehensive planning recognizes the importance of regional cooperation. The land uses in 
one community can impact another community, particularly when that land use is located near 
the boundaries of the town. As indicated in the natural resources section of the plan, the town 
should attempt to develop compatible resource protection standards with nearby communities. 
The neighboring municipalities of Pembroke and Charlotte have adopted comprehensive plans 
consistent with state law.  Pembroke has a minimum lot size of 1.5 acres.  Neither town has 
zoning districts beyond the shoreland zone.  Edmunds and Marion are townships, with land use 
functions administered by the Maine Land Use Regulatory Commission.  Commercial retail 
activity in Calais, Lubec, East Machias and Machias attracts Dennysville residents as consumers 
and for work. 
 
COMMUNITY BENEFITS 
 
Comprehensive planning demonstrates the importance of land use standards for Dennysville.  
Preserving and protecting the character of the town is vital to the continued stabilization of the 
local economy.  Consistent with the provisions of the Growth Management Legislation, 
Dennysville’s Comprehensive Planning Committee has attempted not only to recognize the value 
of surface water access and land use standards, but also to preserve and protect the integrity of 
the town and to continue to make Dennysville a great place to live, work and vacation.  
 
POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The Town of Dennysville has developed the following policies and implementation strategies: 
 
1.  The Planning Board will continue to develop necessary land use regulations as deemed 
appropriate by the will of the voters. 
 Responsibility:  Planning Board  
 Time Frame:  Ongoing  
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2.  The Planning Board will develop a Land Use Ordinance consistent with the goals and 
guidelines of this Comprehensive Plan to be voted on by the residents at an annual town 
meeting. 
 Responsibility:  Planning Board  
 Time Frame:  Immediate (To be accomplished within two years) 
  
3.  The Planning Board will update the existing ordinances to ensure their consistency with local 
needs, and with state and federal laws including harmonizing access from driveways and 
entrances with the state access management regulations. 
 Responsibility:  Planning Board  
 Time Frame:  Long-Term (To be accomplished in the next five to ten years) 
 
4. A Historic Preservation Overlay District will be created in the proposed Mixed Use District 
following the boundaries of the existing Historic District. The town will develop standards that 
will be incorporated into the future Land Use Ordinance to acknowledge and ensure the long-
term preservation of the historic structures within the Overlay District.   
Responsibility:  Planning Board  
 Time Frame:  Immediate (To be accomplished within two years) 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Dennysville has experienced modest commercial and residential growth along the US 1 corridor, 
including many home based businesses.  This growth is distributed throughout the village and 
along the corridor.  Retrofitting of historic structures for added commercial capacity may occur, 
and businesses may relocate farther out along US 1, away from the village area and municipal 
services.  Some new residential development has occurred in the shoreland and a limited amount 
can occur in the future. Approximately 51 percent of the town (5,000 acres) is owned and 
managed as industrial forestland.  This has constrained development of new lots in the past. 
However, ownership of this land is now changing. Resultant changes in management and 
traditional uses of this land and the potential growth implications pose the biggest challenge that 
town currently faces.  
 
At present, the town is not feeling the development pressure that some of its neighbors have been 
experiencing. However, Dennysville wishes to plan for its future. The proposed Land Use Plan is 
intended to protect the town's character and to direct residential, commercial and industrial 
activities to appropriate areas while maintaining a healthy and diverse tax base. 
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L.  SURVEY RESULTS 
 
On Election Day, November 5, 2002, residents of Dennysville went to the polls at the EDM Youth 
Center to vote in the general election.  While there, they were asked by the Dennysville Planning 
Board to complete the “Comprehensive Plan Survey” so that pertinent information gathered from its 
citizens could be included in Dennysville’s Comprehensive Plan. Almost all of the citizen voters that 
day willingly took part in the survey.  The Planning Board commends and thanks all those who took 
their valuable time to thoughtfully answer the survey questions because public input is extremely 
important for state acceptance of any town’s comprehensive plan.  Once the plan is in place, the town 
will be eligible to apply for state grant monies with which to complete projects to enhance 
Dennysville. 
 
Dennysville’s Comprehensive Plan 2003 has been in progress for the past two and a half years.  With 
some town money plus a generous grant from the state, the Planning Board was able to hire a 
professional planner to write the plan.  In addition, the five members of the Dennysville Planning 
Board have devoted countless volunteer hours towards gathering information, planning, e-mailing, 
interviewing people, writing the survey, and collecting data for the plan.  they have also met on 
numerous occasions with the Chief Planner for Washington County Council of Governments 
(WCCOG), who was the writer of Dennysville’s Comprehensive Plan, Judy East.  The former Chief 
Planner, Eric Gallant, was instrumental in the early stages of Dennysville’s plan before he transferred 
to the mid-coast area. 
 
The Dennysville Planning Board members are Carolyn Mahar, James Sullivan, Rick Jamieson, Mary 
McFadden (Secretary), and Dean Bradshaw (Chairman).  The Board generally meets bimonthly in the 
Edmunds School Library.  When citizens have issues that the board should consider, they are 
encouraged to contact a member of the board.  Special meetings can be scheduled if necessary. 
  
Public Survey Input 
 
A summary of the actual data and responses from Dennysville is provided below. This section 
describes the policy direction that the Comprehensive Planning Committee received from the public 
survey in narrative form. Please note that percentages vary as some families responded as one rather 
than two individuals. As well, some sections were left blank on some surveys so the total number of 
respondents varied for some questions. For this reason percentages are used that reflect the differing 
total number of respondents to each question. 
 
Parts A and B of the survey gave a picture of who lives in Dennysville. We discovered that the vast 
majority of people live in Dennysville year round and that their homes are wood frame.  About 44% 
are retired, about 30% are privately employed, about 20% are government employees, and about 10% 
are self-employed.  Workers are mostly employed full-time.   (Percentages will not usually total 100%) 
  
Many residents have lived in Dennysville for along time; 14% of respondents have lived in 
Dennysville between 1 & 5 years; 16% between 6 & 12 years; 29% between 13 & 25 years; 26% 
between 26 & 50 years; and 15% over 50 years.  A whopping 96% own their homes, with 57% owning 
between 6 & 25 years and nearly 10% owning for more than 50 years!  Renting is hardly a factor in 
this town.  Over 60% of people who own land own three or more acres.  Everyone responding had at 
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least a high school education, with 20% completing at least 2 years of college, 20% completing a 4-
year college degree, 13% attaining a master’s degree, and 1% holding a CAS.  The adult population 
who responded was comprised of 18 - 25 year olds (4%);  26 - 50 year olds (41%);  51 - 80 year olds 
(48%); and the remainder (7% ) over 81 years of age. 
  
Part C asked people to respond with an answer of “favor”, “oppose”, or “not sure” to a variety of 30 
hypothetical proposals that described development and planning issues facing the community.  
Housing opinions were pretty consistent among respondents; 95% favor single family houses, 61% 
approve multi-family homes with 25% opposing and 14% not sure; and 94% are in favor of elderly 
housing.  Mobile home parks are opposed by 56%, favored by 25%, and 20% are not sure.  The vast 
majority of people favor such businesses as retail shops, business/professional buildings, 
nursing/assisted living homes, sit-down restaurants, bed/breakfast inns, and home-based businesses.  
People are more divided in their opinions on such things as seasonal campgrounds/RV parks and fast 
food restaurants, with campgrounds favored by 73%, opposed by 23%, and fast food restaurants 
favored by 62%, opposed by 25%, and 13% not sure. 
  
By overwhelming majorities, people favor preservation of the scenic character of the town, recreational 
organizations, cultural & historical organizations, animal control, public access to local waterways, and 
a tourist information booth/community bulletin board.  A municipal building is favored by 80% while 
only 13% are not sure and 8% oppose.  Similar percentages favor town zoning 60%, 19% oppose, 21% 
not sure; town purchase of land for town use 64%, 16% oppose, 20% not sure; and town recycling 
74%, 8% oppose, and 17% not sure.  An industrial park is approved by 49%, opposed by 26%, and 
25% are not sure.  Similar percentages are found for a landing strip/helicopter pad.  Paving roads in the 
cemetery is favored by 67%, opposed by 17%, and 17% are not sure.  Rails to Trails and/or Bikeways 
are favored by 64%, opposed by 8%, and 18% are not sure. 
  
Part D of the survey gave a picture of the shopping patterns of residents.  People were asked to indicate 
in which towns/cities they shopped for specified goods and services.  As might be expected, Calais and 
Machias were top destinations for appliances, banking, building materials, audio/video, furniture, 
recreational supplies, doctors, groceries, hardware, and legal services; Pembroke scored high for auto 
fuel, carpenters, heating services, and plumbers.  Many chose Bangor for appliances, auto purchase, 
clothing, department stores, and furniture.  Dennysville was specified by some for auto fuel, auto 
purchase, auto repair, carpenters, electricians, heating services, home fuel, and plumbers.  Some people 
picked Eastport for banking, electricians, groceries, heating services, and home fuel.  Ellsworth was 
favored by several people for some services, and a few people seek medical services in Lubec.  The 
category of “Other” got numerous votes in most categories. 
  
The last section of the survey asked for subjective answers to three questions and made room for 
comments at the end.  These are the things that citizens like best about living in Dennysville:  it is 
rural, private, clean, beautiful, quiet, safe, small, and it has a low crime rate, a great sense of 
community, friendly and helpful people, water, and woodlands.  When asked what they liked least 
about living in Dennysville, residents listed bad roads; distance from shopping, cultural events, 
entertainment, and recreation; junk in yards; lack of jobs; and lack of land to purchase for home 
building.  In answer to the question of what Dennysville should do to preserve its rural character while 
encouraging growth, answers included zoning, economic development, small businesses, 
comprehensive plan, non-polluting businesses, home businesses, and the fact that everyone helps 
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everyone else.  Comments said Dennysville had potential for economic growth, needed to clean up 
junk in yards, needed to preserve old houses, and do more for youth.  One said that the rural character 
should remain because the land around the town is owned by large companies and there is a lack of 
public transportation. 
 
Survey Form with Response Tallies 
 
TOWN OF DENNYSVILLE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SURVEY 
  
Dear Resident, 
Would you please take a few minutes and complete this survey?  Your co-operation would be very 
valuable to the Dennysville Planning Board in the completion of a Comprehensive Plan for the town.  
Thank you for your help. 
 A.  Circle one answer for the following questions. 
1.  I live in 
Dennysville:  
year-round 
 
83 
 Seasonally 
 
-- 
as a non-resident 
taxpayer 
-- 
 
2.  My home is: wood frame 
 
74 
 mobile home 
 
6 
other 
 
2 
 
3.  I am: self-employed 
 
8 
 retired 
 
36 
employed by private 
employer 
23 
employed by 
government 
15 
4.  I work: full-time 
 
36 
 part-time 
 
7 
seasonally 
 
2 
not applicable 
 
28 
 
 
B. Answer with short answers. 
1.  If you are currently a resident of Dennysville, how long have you lived here? 
 1-5 Years: 12 6-12 years: 14 13-25 years: 25 26-50 years: 22  50+ years: 13 
2.  If you are not currently a resident of Dennysville, do you plan to become a full-time resident 
in the future?________  If so, when?  _____________ 
3.  Do you own your home or do you rent? Own: 81 Rent: 5 
4.  If you own your home, how long have you owned it?  
 1-5 Years: 12 6-12 years: 22 13-25 years: 25 26-50 years: 16  50+ years: 7 
5.  If you rent, how long have you rented in Dennysville?  
 1-5 Years: 2 6-12 years: 1  
6. How much land do you own in Dennysville?  
 < 1 acre: 2 1-3 acres: 25 3+ acres: 51  
7.  What is the level of education which you completed?  
 2 yr college: 40 4 yr college: 17 Masters: 11 CAS: 1 Doctorate: 0 
8.  Your age (optional)  
 18-23: 3 26-50: 28 51-80: 33 81+: 5  
Section L  Survey Results 
 
 
L-4 
 
C. How should the town of Dennysville react if the following were proposed?   Put a check mark in 
the column which most closely matches your opinion. 
 Favor  Oppose Not Sure 
1.  Single family homes 64% 36%  
2.  Multi-family homes 61% 25% 14%
3.  Subsidized housing projects 49% 33% 18%
4.  Housing projects for elderly 94% 2% 4%
5.  Mobile home parks 25% 56% 19%
6.  Non-polluting light industry 88% 6% 6%
7.  Retail shops 73% 23% 4%
8.  Business/professional buildings 80% 10% 11%
9.  Nursing/assisted living homes 89% 4% 7%
10.  Seasonal campgrounds/RV parks 89% 5% 6%
11.  Sit-down restaurants 89% 8% 4%
12.  Fast food restaurants 62% 25% 13%
13.  Bed and Breakfast establishments 94% 4% 2%
14.  Hotels/motels 78% 6% 15%
15.  Preservation of scenic character of town 91% 4% 5%
16.  Home-based businesses 88% 3% 9%
17.  Town zoning 60% 19% 21%
18.  Town purchase of land for town use 65% 16% 20%
19.  Town recycling 90% 3% 8%
20.  Industrial park 49% 26% 25%
21.  Landing strip/helicopter pad 47% 22% 32%
22.  Municipal recreation program 74% 9% 17%
23.  Municipal building 80% 4% 16%
24.  Recreational organizations 79% 8% 13%
25.  Cultural and historical organizations 90% 4% 6%
26.  Animal control 90% 5% 5%
27.  Public access to local waterways 90% 5% 5%
28.  Tourist information booth/community 
bulletin board 79% 10% 11%
29.  Paving roads in cemetery 67% 17% 17%
30.  “Rails to Trails” and/or “Bikeways” 64% 18% 19%
31.  Other    
 
D.  Please put a check mark in the column for the place where you shop most of the time for each 
item listed. 
  
 Bangor  Calais  East-
port  
Ellsworth
  
Lubec  Machias  Pem-
broke  
Other D’ville 
Appliances 24 36 1 4  31  5  
Audio/video 20 42  1  6 6 4  
Auto fuel  1 3 1  6 58 12 9 
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 Bangor  Calais  East-
port  
Ellsworth
  
Lubec  Machias  Pem-
broke  
Other D’ville 
Auto purchase 47 12 1 6  3 6 14 1 
Auto repair 8 5  2  8 10 27 16 
Banking  41 13 4 3 38    
Building 
supplies 
6 42 3 6  36  3  
Carpenters 2 3 6  2 3 13 28 4 
Clothing 33 42  9  2 1 9  
Department 
stores 
33 49  6  3  4  
Doctors 5 17 4 1 8 40  4  
Electricians  4 20 1 2 1 4 24 4 
Furniture 25 37  7  5  11  
Groceries 1 65 10 1 2 16 3 3  
Hardware 3 51 3 1 1 25 5 10 1 
Heating 
services 
 4 9   21 19 27 5 
Home fuel  8 14   32 2 9 5 
Legal services 7 27 3 3  22 1 6  
Plumbers  2 1   8 23 25 6 
Recreational 
supplies 
6 38 1 4  3  9  
     
  
E.  What do you like most about living in Dennysville? 
1. Rural 
2. Low crime 
3. Privacy 
4. Clean 
5. Sense of community 
6. Beauty 
7. Quietness 
8. Friendly and helpful people 
9. Smallness 
10. Woodlands 
11. Safety 
12. Water 
 
F.  What do you like least about living in Dennysville? 
1. Bad roads 
2. Distance from shopping 
3. High taxes 
4. Junk in yards 
5. Lack of jobs 
6. Lack of land to purchase 
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G.  What can the town of Dennysville do to preserve its rural character yet continue to encourage 
growth? 
13. Zoning 
14. Support economic development 
15. Support small business 
16. Comprehensive Plan 
17. Non-polluting businesses 
18. Home businesses 
19. Everyone helps 
 
H.  Comments: 
1. Potential for economic growth 
2. Clean up junk in yards 
3. Preserve old houses 
4. Rural character will remain 
A. Land around owned by large companies 
B. Lack of public transportation 
5. Do more for youth 
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The State policies that are found in the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act 
(30-A MRSA §4311 et seq.) are reproduced in this Appendix. The Act requires that a 
municipality will specify what approaches they will take to address them.  The town of 
Dennysville has tailored these policies to the specific circumstances of Dennysville as they are 
raised in each of the major substantive areas (chapters) of this Comprehensive Plan. The town’s 
policies can be found at the end of each chapter, in the body of the Capital Improvement Plan in 
the Fiscal Capacity chapter, and in the Land Use Plan that is mapped and described in the Land 
Use Chapter. 
 
A. STATE POLICIES 
 
1. to encourage orderly growth and development in appropriate areas of each community, while 
protecting the State's rural character, making efficient use of public services, and preventing 
development sprawl. 
2. to plan for, finance, and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to 
accommodate anticipated growth and economic development; 
3. to promote an economic climate that increases job opportunities and overall economic well-
being; 
4. to encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for all Maine citizens; 
5. to protect the quality and manage the quantity of the State's water resources, including lakes, 
aquifers, great ponds, estuaries, rivers,  and coastal areas; 
 6. to protect the State's other critical natural resources, including without limitation, wetlands, 
wildlife and fisheries habitat, sand dunes, shorelands, scenic vistas, and unique natural areas; 
 7. to protect the State's marine resources industry, ports, and harbors from incompatible 
development, and to promote access to the shore for commercial fishermen and the public; 
8. to safeguard the State's agricultural and forest resources from development that threatens those 
resources; 
9. to preserve the State's historic and archeological resources and;  
10. to promote and protect the availability of outdoor recreation opportunities for all Maine 
citizens, including access to surface waters. 
 
B. STATE COASTAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES 
        
1. to promote the maintenance, development, and revitalization of the State's ports and harbors 
for fishing, transportation, and recreation;     
2. to manage the marine environment and its related resources to preserve and improve the 
ecological integrity and diversity of marine communities and habitats, to expand our 
understanding of the productivity of the Gulf of Maine and coastal waters, and to enhance 
the economic value of the State's renewable marine resources; 
3. to support shoreline development that gives preference to water-dependent uses over other 
uses, that promotes public access to the shoreline, and that considers the cumulative effects 
of development on coastal resources; 
4. to discourage growth and new development in coastal areas where, because of coastal storms, 
flooding, landslides, or sea-level rise, it is hazardous to human health and safety; 
 5. to encourage and support cooperative state and municipal management of coastal resources; 
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6. to protect and manage critical habitats and natural areas of state and national significance, and 
to maintain the scenic beauty and character of the coast, even in areas where development 
occurs; 
7. to expand the opportunities for outdoor recreation, and to encourage appropriate coastal tourist 
activities and development; 
8. to restore and maintain the quality of our fresh, marine, and estuarine waters to allow for the 
broadest possible diversity of public and private uses; and  
9. to restore and maintain coastal air quality to protect the health of citizens and visitors, and to 
protect enjoyment of the natural beauty and maritime character of the Maine coast. 
Appendix B   Charts of Public Survey Results 
 
 
 
App B -1 
 
Part A of the survey told us that the vast majority of people live in Dennysville year round and 
that their homes were wood frame.  About 44% are retired, about 30% are privately employed, 
about 20% are government employees, and about 10% are self-employed.  Workers are mostly 
employed full-time.   (Percentages will not usually total 100%) 
  
Part B of the survey yielded the following information:  14% of those questioned have lived in 
Dennysville between 1 & 5 years; 16% between 6 & 12 years; 29% between 13 & 25 years; 26% 
between 26 & 50 years; and 15% over 50 years.  A whopping 96% own their homes, with 57% 
owning between 6 & 25 years and nearly 10% owning for more than 50 years!  Renting is hardly 
a factor in this town.  Over 60% of people who own land own three or more acres.  Everyone 
responding had at least a high school education, with 20% completing at least 2 years of college, 
20% completing a 4-year college degree, 13% attaining a master’s degree, and 1% holding a 
CAS.  Age-wise, 4% are between 18 & 25; 41% are between 26 & 50; 48% are between 51 & 
80; and 7% are over 81. 
  
Part C asked people to respond with an answer of “favor”, “oppose”, or “not sure” to a variety of 
30 hypothetical proposals.  As far as housing questions, 95% favor single family houses, 61% 
approve multi-family homes with 25% opposing and 14% not sure; 94% are in favor of elderly 
housing.  Mobile home parks are opposed by 56%, favored by 25%, and 20% are not sure.  The 
vast majority of people favor such businesses as retail shops, business/professional buildings, 
nursing/assisted living homes, sit-down restaurants, bed/breakfast inns, and home-based 
businesses.  People are more divided in their opinions on such things as seasonal 
campgrounds/RV parks and fast food restaurants, with campgrounds favored by 73%, opposed 
by 23%, and fast food restaurants favored by 62%, opposed by 25%, and 13% not sure. 
  
By overwhelming majorities, people favor preservation of the scenic character of the town, 
recreational organizations, cultural & historical organizations, animal control, public access to 
local waterways, and a tourist information booth/community bulletin board.  A municipal 
building is favored by 80% while only 13% are not sure and 8% oppose.  Similar percentages 
favor town zoning 60%, 19% oppose, 21% not sure;  town purchase of land for town use 64%, 
16% oppose, 20% not sure.; and town recycling 74%, 8% oppose, and 17% not sure.  An 
industrial park is approved by 49%, opposed by 26%, and 25% are not sure.  Similar percentages 
are found for a landing strip/helicopter pad.  Paving roads in the cemetery is favored by 67%, 
opposed by 17%, and 17% are not sure.  Rails to Trails and/or Bikeways is favored by 64%, 
opposed by 8%, and 18% are not sure. 
  
Part D of the survey was concerned with shopping patterns of residents.  People were asked to 
indicate in which towns/cities they shopped for specified goods and services.  As might be 
expected, Calais and Machias were top destinations for appliances, banking, building materials, 
audio/video, furniture, recreational supplies, doctors, groceries, hardware, and legal services; 
Pembroke scored high for auto fuel, carpenters, heating services, and plumbers.  Many chose 
Bangor for appliances, auto purchase, clothing, department stores, and furniture.  Dennysville 
was specified by some for auto fuel, auto purchase, auto repair, carpenters, electricians, heating 
services, home fuel, and plumbers.  some people picked Eastport for banking, electricians, 
groceries, heating services, and home fuel.  Ellsworth was favored by several people for some 
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services, and a few people doctor in Lubec.  The category of “Other” got numerous votes in most 
categories. 
  
The last section of the survey asked for subjective answers to three questions and made room for 
comments at the end.  These are the things that citizens like best about living in Dennysville:  it 
is rural, private, clean, beautiful, quiet, safe, small, and it has a low crime rate, a great sense of 
community, friendly and helpful people, water, and woodlands.  When asked what they liked 
least about living in Dennysville, residents listed bad roads; distance from shopping, cultural 
events, entertainment, and recreation; junk in yards; lack of jobs; and lack of land to purchase for 
home building.  In answer to the question of Dennysville’s preserving its rural character while 
encouraging growth, answers included zoning, economic development, small businesses, 
comprehensive plan, non-polluting businesses, home businesses, and the fact that everyone helps 
everyone else.  Comments said Dennysville had potential for economic growth, needed to clean 
up junk in yards, needed to preserve old houses, and do more for youth.  One said that the rural 
character should remain because the land around the town is owned by large companies and 
there is a lack of public transportation. 
 
Charts of survey results follow. 
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The following 6 pages provide regional census data for the Machias Eastport Labor Market Area 
(LMA), of which Dennysville is a part. Data is compiled from the 1980, 1990 and 2000 census 
years and communities within the LMA are arranged alphabetically by the name of the 
municipality. Numbers for all of Washington County are also provided. 
 
Percent change and growth per year calculations are provided for total population, total 
households and average household size between 1980 and 1990 and between 1990 and 2000. 
Percent change calculations are also provided for total housing units, median household income 
and per capita income between 1980 and 2000. In some cases 1980 census data was unavailable. 
Note that calculations of percent change based on cells with no data yield a #### symbol in the 
table. 
 
These figures are maintained by the Washington County Council of Governments (WCCOG) 
and additional calculations are being performed as communities demand the service. The town of 
Dennysville is a member of the WCCOG and can call upon these services as needed. 
U.S. Census Summary Statistics
Machias-Eastport Labor Market Area Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1980 28 - 726 - 296 - 625 - 1,233 - 1,982 - 553 - 2,045 - 2,458 - 1,108 - 416 - 88 - 920 - 737 - 549 - 244 -
1990 30 - 779 - 355 - 661 - 1,218 - 1,965 - 585 - 1,853 - 2,569 - 1,166 - 461 - 99 - 852 - 758 - 572 - 234 -
2000 26 - 623 - 319 - 768 - 1,298 - 1,640 - 594 - 1,652 - 2,353 - 1,160 - 494 - 131 - 879 - 847 - 640 - 264 -
%GPY 80-00 -0.36% - -0.71% - 0.39% - 1.14% - 0.26% - -0.86% - 0.37% - -0.96% - -0.21% - 0.23% - 0.94% - 2.44% - -0.22% - 0.75% - 0.83% - 0.41% -
%GPY 90-00 -1.33% -2.00% -1.01% 1.62% 0.66% -1.65% 0.15% -1.08% -0.84% -0.05% 0.72% 3.23% 0.32% 1.17% 1.19% 1.28%
% change 90-
00 -13.33% -20.03% -10.14% 16.19% 6.57% -16.54% 1.54% -10.85% -8.41% -0.51% 7.16% 32.32% 3.17% 11.74% 11.89% 12.82%
2014 Est* 16 - 249 - 233 - 1,025 - 1,490 - 860 - 616 - 1,170 - 1,835 - 1,146 - 573 - 208 - 944 - 1,061 - 803 - 336 -
1980 10 - 214 - 107 - - 453 - 753 - 185 - 784 - 823 - 376 - 135 - 40 - 314 - 255 - 144 - 84 -
1990 13 - 241 - 149 - 251 - 469 - 797 - 221 - 788 - 943 - 394 - 166 - 41 - 335 - 273 - 180 - 96 -
2000 12 - 238 - 140 - 315 - 540 - 750 - 257 - 755 - 939 - 413 - 196 - 61 - 376 - 331 - 233 - 118 -
%GPY 80-00 1.00% - 0.56% - 1.54% - #DIV/0! - 0.96% - -0.02% - 1.95% - -0.18% - 0.70% - 0.49% - 2.26% - 2.63% - 0.99% - 1.49% - 3.09% - 2.02% -
%GPY 90-00 -0.77% -0.12% -0.60% 2.55% 1.51% -0.59% 1.63% -0.42% -0.04% 0.48% 1.81% 4.88% 1.22% 2.12% 2.94% 2.29%
% change 90-
00 -7.69% -1.24% -6.04% 25.50% 15.14% -5.90% 16.29% -4.19% -0.42% 4.82% 18.07% 48.78% 12.24% 21.25% 29.44% 22.92%
2014 Est* 10 - 231 - 118 - 469 - 710 - 637 - 343 - 676 - 929 - 459 - 268 - 109 - 474 - 470 - 360 - 171 -
1980 2.8 - 3.21 - 2.77 - - 2.72 - 2.56 - 2.99 - 2.54 - 2.6 - 2.92 - 3.08 - 2.20 - 2.93 - 2.89 - 3.81 - 2.9 -
1990 2.31 - 2.74 - 2.38 - 2.63 - 2.60 - 2.42 - 2.65 - 2.29 - 2.31 - 2.68 - 2.78 - 2.41 - 2.54 - 2.78 - 3.18 - 2.44 -
2000 2.17 - 2.56 - 2.28 - 2.44 - 2.40 - 2.14 - 2.31 - 2.14 - 2.10 - 2.46 - 2.52 - 2.15 - 2.34 - 2.54 - 2.74 - 2.24 -
%GPY 80-00 -1.13% - -1.01% - -0.88% - #DIV/0! - -0.59% - -0.82% - -1.14% - -0.79% - -0.96% - -0.79% - -0.91% - -0.11% - -1.01% - -0.61% - -1.40% - -1.14% -
%GPY 90-00 -0.61% -0.66% -0.42% -0.72% -0.77% -1.16% -1.28% -0.66% -0.91% -0.82% -0.94% -1.08% -0.79% -0.86% -1.38% -0.82%
% change 90-
00 -6.06% -6.57% -4.20% -7.22% -7.69% -11.57% -12.83% -6.55% -9.09% -8.21% -9.35% -10.79% -7.87% -8.63% -13.84% -8.20%
2014 Est* 1.83 - 2.13 - 2.04 - 1.98 - 1.92 - 1.47 - 1.49 - 1.78 - 1.60 - 1.93 - 1.90 - 1.53 - 1.86 - 1.96 - 1.68 - 1.76 -
1980 24 - 290 - 143 - - 659 - 1,051 237 - 968 - 898 - 489 - 166 - 204 - 442 - 400 - 155 - 166 -
1990 43 - 323 - 189 - 427 - 635 - 1,046 279 - 1,022 - 1,043 - 516 - 183 - 190 - 441 - 421 - 183 - 209 -
2000 24 - 348 - 201 - 609 - 776 - 1,061 325 - 1,072 - 1,129 - 576 - 239 - 224 - 539 - 529 - 256 - 226 -
%GPY 80-00 0.00% - 1.00% - 2.03% - #DIV/0! - 0.89% - 0.05% 1.86% - 0.54% - 1.29% - 0.89% - 2.20% - 0.49% - 1.10% - 1.61% - 3.26% - 1.81% -
%GPY 90-00 -4.42% 0.77% 0.63% 4.26% 2.22% 0.14% 1.65% 0.49% 0.82% 1.16% 3.06% 1.79% 2.22% 2.57% 3.99% 0.81%
% change 90-
00 -44.19% 7.74% 6.35% 42.62% 22.20% 1.43% 16.49% 4.89% 8.25% 11.63% 30.60% 17.89% 22.22% 25.65% 39.89% 8.13%
2014 Est* -22 - 408 - 230 - 1,046 - 1,114 - 1,097 435 - 1,192 - 1,335 - 720 - 373 - 306 - 774 - 788 - 431 - 267 -
1979 $9,167 - $12,619 - $10,227 - - $11,431 - $9,426 $11,062 - $9,304 - $11,916 - $9,569 - $15,588 - $6,667 - $9,707 - $9,143 - $4,023 - $8,846 -
1989 $34,167 - $20,458 - $17,143 - $17,396 - $21,094 - $17,282 $25,074 - $14,398 - $19,406 - $24,412 - $33,250 - $17,083 - $16,613 - $25,893 - $18,333 - $21,875 -
1999 $26,458 - $30,625 - $20,000 - $25,125 - $28,073 - $23,488 $27,639 - $20,565 - $24,318 - $29,531 - $36,458 - $36,250 - $23,365 - $27,788 - $15,956 - $21,500 -
%GPY 80-00 9.43% - 7.13% - 4.78% - #DIV/0! - 7.28% - 7.46% 7.49% - 6.05% - 5.20% - 10.43% - 6.69% - 22.19% - 7.04% - 10.20% - 14.83% - 7.15% -
%GPY 90-00 -2.26% 4.97% 1.67% 4.44% 3.31% 3.59% 1.02% 4.28% 2.53% 2.10% 0.96% 11.22% 4.06% 0.73% -1.30% -0.17%
% change 90-
00 -22.56% 49.70% 16.67% 44.43% 33.09% 35.91% 10.23% 42.83% 25.31% 20.97% 9.65% 112.20% 40.64% 7.32% -12.97% -1.71%
2014 Est* $7,186 - $56,043 - $27,143 - $44,448 - $45,521 - $39,003 $34,052 - $35,983 - $36,598 - $42,329 - $44,478 - $84,168 - $40,245 - $32,526 - $10,014 - $20,563 -
1979 NA - $4,277 - $4,861 - - $5,217 - $4,271 - $4,179 - $4,494 - $4,961 - $4,097 - $5,941 - $5,217 - $3,974 - $3,811 - $1,844 - $3,370 -
1989 $9,679 - $10,374 - $8,896 - $8,120 - $10,046 - $9,337 - $9,818 - $8,761 - $9,756 - $12,133 - $12,401 - $13,774 - $7,840 - $9,770 - $6,654 - $10,636 -
1999 $19,958 - $13,170 - $13,336 - $12,882 - $13,254 - $14,864 - $14,418 - $13,081 - $13,902 - $13,727 - $15,969 - $23,048 - $12,382 - $14,285 - $9,095 - $15,610 -
%GPY 80-00 #VALUE! - 10.40% - 8.72% - #DIV/0! - 7.70% - 12.40% - 12.25% - 9.55% - 9.01% - 11.75% - 8.44% - 17.09% - 10.58% - 13.74% - 19.66% - 18.16% -
%GPY 90-00 10.62% 2.70% 4.99% 5.86% 3.19% 5.92% 4.69% 4.93% 4.25% 1.31% 2.88% 6.73% 5.79% 4.62% 3.67% 4.68%
Median Household Income
Per Capita Income
Total Population
Total Households (DP1)
Average Household Size (persons per 
household)
Total Housing Units 
Northfield Pembroke Perry Pleasant Point Roque BluffsLubec Machias Machiasport MarshfieldEast C. Wash UT East Machias Eastport JonesboroCenterville CutlerYear Dennysville
U.S. Census Summary Statistics
Machias-Eastport Labor Market Area
1980
1990
2000
%GPY 80-00
%GPY 90-00
% change 90-
00
2014 Est*
1980
1990
2000
%GPY 80-00
%GPY 90-00
% change 90-
00
2014 Est*
1980
1990
2000
%GPY 80-00
%GPY 90-00
% change 90-
00
2014 Est*
1980
1990
2000
%GPY 80-00
%GPY 90-00
% change 90-
00
2014 Est*
1979
1989
1999
%GPY 80-00
%GPY 90-00
% change 90-
00
2014 Est*
1979
1989
1999
%GPY 80-00
%GPY 90-00
Median Household Income
Per Capita Income
Total Population
Total Households (DP1)
Average Household Size (persons per 
household)
Total Housing Units 
Year
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
140 - 355 - 264 - 34,963 -
146 - 407 - 241 - 35,308 -
114 - 430 - 262 - 33,941 -
-0.93% - 1.06% - -0.04% - -0.15% -
-2.19% 0.57% 0.87% -0.39%
-21.92% 5.65% 8.71% -3.87%
37 - 485 - 312 - 30,660 -
50 - 116 - 86 - 12,222 -
56 - 153 - 95 - 13,418 -
51 - 181 - 105 - 14,118 -
0.10% - 2.80% - 1.10% - 0.78% -
-0.89% 1.83% 1.05% 0.52%
-8.93% 18.30% 10.53% 5.22%
39 - 248 - 129 - 15,798 -
2.80 - 2.89 - 2.91 - 2.79 -
2.61 - 2.66 - 2.54 - 2.55 -
2.24 - 2.34 - 2.50 - 2.34 -
-1.00% - -0.95% - -0.70% - -0.81% -
-1.42% -1.20% -0.16% -0.82%
-14.18% -12.03% -1.57% -8.24%
1.35 - 1.57 - 2.40 - 1.84 -
131 - 275 - 105 - 18,149 -
130 - 254 - 114 - 19,124 -
150 - 342 - 139 - 21,919 -
0.73% - 1.22% - 1.62% - 1.04% -
1.54% 3.46% 2.19% 1.46%
15.38% 34.65% 21.93% 14.62%
198 - 553 - 199 - 28,627 -
$7,059 - $8,523 - $12,768 - $10,443 -
$15,500 - $21,731 - $18,750 - $19,993 -
$21,667 - $28,304 - $30,000 - $25,869 -
10.35% - 11.60% - 6.75% - 7.39% -
3.98% 3.02% 6.00% 2.94%
39.79% 30.25% 60.00% 29.39%
$37,085 - $44,737 - $58,125 - $40,559 -
$4,416 - $4,236 - $4,579 - $4,581 -
$7,762 - $9,751 - $7,656 - $9,607 -
$11,314 - $13,771 - $13,115 - $14,119 -
7.81% - 11.25% - 9.32% - 10.41% -
4.58% 4.12% 7.13% 4.70%
Washington CountyWhitneyvilleWesley Whiting
U.S. Census Summary Statistics
Machias-Eastport Labor Market Area Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Northfield Pembroke Perry Pleasant Point Roque BluffsLubec Machias Machiasport MarshfieldEast C. Wash UT East Machias Eastport JonesboroCenterville CutlerYear Dennysville
% change 90-
00 106.20% 26.95% 49.91% 58.65% 31.93% 59.19% 46.85% 49.31% 42.50% 13.14% 28.77% 67.33% 57.93% 46.21% 36.68% 46.77%
2014 Est* $45,656 - $20,160 - $24,436 - $24,787 - $21,274 - $28,682 - $25,918 - $23,881 - $24,267 - $17,712 - $24,889 - $46,233 - $23,737 - $25,573 - $15,198 - $28,045 -
Educational Attainment  
Percent high school graduate or higher - NA - 61.4% - 64.7% - 70.3% - 68.8% - - 67.7% - 57.4% - 69.1% - 58.2% - 76.0% - 48.5% - 69.3% - 60.3% - 38.4% - 56.3%
Percent bachelor's degree or higher - NA - 5.4% - 11.2% - 10.3% - 15.8% - - 10.5% - 10.3% - 19.3% - 14.7% - 11.2% - 19.7% - 8.6% - 13.8% - 4.3% - 12.5%
Percent high school graduate or higher - 100.0% - 79.1% - 68.4% - 78.4% - 71.9% - 67.9% - 87.7% - 64.3% - 77.4% - 71.2% - 88.6% - 86.6% - 74.4% - 74.0% - 59.8% - 70.7%
Percent bachelor's degree or higher - 33.3% - 13.1% - 8.7% - 17.0% - 16.0% - 11.6% - 18.4% - 10.7% - 21.9% - 15.5% - 18.5% - 22.4% - 11.6% - 16.0% - 0.0% - 15.9%
Percent high school graduate or higher - 71.4% - 87.7% - 86.8% - 80.8% - 82.8% - 78.0% - 87.2% - 74.2% - 81.9% - 79.3% - 89.5% - 95.0% - 77.3% - 81.2% - 72.0% - 74.5%
Percent bachelor's degree or higher - 0.0% - 14.3% - 18.3% - 18.0% - 18.2% - 18.5% - 17.2% - 13.2% - 23.5% - 14.9% - 19.1% - 29.0% - 13.7% - 14.7% - 8.8% - 29.1%
- NA - 42.8% - 34.2% - 14.9% - 20.3% - #DIV/0! - 28.8% - 29.3% - 18.5% - 36.3% - 17.8% - 95.9% - 11.5% - 34.7% - 87.5% - 32.3%
- NA - 164.8% - 63.4% - 74.8% - 15.2% - #DIV/0! - 63.8% - 28.2% - 21.8% - 1.4% - 70.5% - 47.2% - 59.3% - 6.5% - 104.7% - 132.8%
Labor Force Status
Persons 16 years and over NA NA 496 100.0% 260 100.0% 411 100.0% 948 100.0% #DIV/0! 406 100.0% 1,631 100.0% 1,853 100.0% 803 100.0% 313 100.0% 78 100.0% 659 100.0% 559 100.0% 312 100.0% 174 100.0%
In labor force NA NA 294 59.3% 116 44.6% 232 56.4% 523 55.2% #DIV/0! 244 60.1% 702 43.0% 975 52.6% 462 57.5% 169 54.0% 42 53.8% 309 46.9% 243 43.5% 161 51.6% 96 55.2%
Civilian labor force NA NA 220 44.4% 116 44.6% 232 56.4% 522 55.1% #DIV/0! 244 60.1% 698 42.8% 954 51.5% 439 54.7% 169 54.0% 42 53.8% 309 46.9% 243 43.5% 161 51.6% 96 55.2%
Employed NA NA 179 36.1% 105 40.4% 195 47.4% 448 47.3% #DIV/0! 232 57.1% 584 35.8% 874 47.2% 345 43.0% 156 49.8% 27 34.6% 252 38.2% 221 39.5% 113 36.2% 83 47.7%
Unemployed NA NA 41 8.3% 11 4.2% 37 9.0% 74 7.8% #DIV/0! 12 3.0% 114 7.0% 80 4.3% 94 11.7% 13 4.2% 15 19.2% 57 8.6% 22 3.9% 48 15.4% 13 7.5%
Armed Forces NA NA 74 14.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% #DIV/0! 0 0.0% 4 0.2% 21 1.1% 23 2.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Not in labor force NA NA 202 40.7% 144 55.4% 179 43.6% 425 44.8% #DIV/0! 162 39.9% 929 57.0% 878 47.4% 341 42.5% 144 46.0% 36 46.2% 350 53.1% 316 56.5% 151 48.4% 78 44.8%
Persons 16 years and over 32 100.0% 610 100.0% 291 100.0% 509 100.0% 938 100.0% 1,546 100.0% 431 100.0% 1479 100.0% 2106 100.0% 913 100.0% 326 100.0% 69 100.0% 637 100.0% 581 100.0% 351 100.0% 188 100.0%
In labor force 24 75.0% 436 71.5% 152 52.2% 277 54.4% 588 62.7% 837 54.1% 278 64.5% 719 48.6% 1140 54.1% 473 51.8% 216 66.3% 46 66.7% 320 50.2% 335 57.7% 191 54.4% 94 50.0%
Civilian labor force 24 75.0% 266 43.6% 152 52.2% 277 54.4% 588 62.7% 825 53.4% 278 64.5% 717 48.5% 1138 54.0% 466 51.0% 216 66.3% 46 66.7% 320 50.2% 335 57.7% 191 54.4% 94 50.0%
Employed 21 65.6% 236 38.7% 140 48.1% 230 45.2% 543 57.9% 719 46.5% 250 58.0% 594 40.2% 1067 50.7% 441 48.3% 206 63.2% 46 66.7% 277 43.5% 303 52.2% 169 48.1% 88 46.8%
Unemployed 3 9.4% 30 4.9% 12 4.1% 47 9.2% 45 4.8% 106 6.9% 28 6.5% 123 8.3% 71 3.4% 25 2.7% 10 3.1% 0 0.0% 43 6.8% 32 5.5% 22 6.3% 6 3.2%
Armed Forces 0 0.0% 170 27.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 12 0.8% 0 0.0% 2 0.1% 2 0.1% 7 0.8% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Not in labor force 8 25.0% 174 28.5% 139 47.8% 232 45.6% 350 37.3% 709 45.9% 153 35.5% 760 51.4% 966 45.9% 440 48.2% 110 33.7% 23 33.3% 317 49.8% 246 42.3% 160 45.6% 94 50.0%
Population 16 years and over 28 100.0% 469 100.0% 252 100.0% 599 100.0% 1,090 100.0% 1,367 100.0% 419 100.0% 1,329 100.0% 1,984 100.0% 899 100.0% 397 100.0% 112 100.0% 711 100.0% 610 100.0% 451 100.0% 264 100.0%
In labor force 10 35.7% 280 59.7% 135 53.6% 394 65.8% 684 62.8% 775 56.7% 284 67.8% 650 48.9% 1,090 54.9% 454 50.5% 265 66.8% 77 68.8% 378 53.2% 369 60.5% 250 55.4% 108 40.9%
Civilian labor force 10 35.7% 215 45.8% 135 53.6% 394 65.8% 682 62.6% 769 56.3% 284 67.8% 647 48.7% 1,084 54.6% 453 50.4% 265 66.8% 77 68.8% 378 53.2% 369 60.5% 250 55.4% 108 40.9%
Employed 10 35.7% 210 44.8% 129 51.2% 366 61.1% 637 58.4% 651 47.6% 278 66.3% 602 45.3% 979 49.3% 446 49.6% 253 63.7% 77 68.8% 335 47.1% 317 52.0% 197 43.7% 103 39.0%
Unemployed 0 0.0% 5 1.1% 6 2.4% 28 4.7% 45 4.1% 118 8.6% 6 1.4% 45 3.4% 105 5.3% 7 0.8% 12 3.0% 0 0.0% 43 6.0% 52 8.5% 53 11.8% 5 1.9%
Armed Forces 0 0.0% 65 13.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2 0.2% 6 0.4% 0 0.0% 3 0.2% 6 0.3% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Not in labor force 18 64.3% 189 40.3% 117 46.4% 205 34.2% 406 37.2% 592 43.3% 135 32.2% 679 51.1% 894 45.1% 445 49.5% 132 33.2% 35 31.3% 333 46.8% 241 39.5% 201 44.6% 156 59.1%
- - - 0.72% - 20.07% - 16.53% - 13.75% - #DIV/0! - 12.78% - 13.63% - 4.41% - -12.23% - 23.63% - 27.68% - 13.38% - 39.16% - 7.42% - -25.85%
Labor Force by Occupation
Employed persons 16 years and over NA NA 179 100.0% 105 100.0% 195 100.0% 448 100.0% #DIV/0! 232 100.0% 584 100.0% 874 100.0% 345 100.0% 156 100.0% 27 100.0% 252 100.0% 221 100.0% 113 100.0% 83 100.0%
Management and professional specialty occ NA NA 35 19.6% 28 26.7% 23 11.8% 75 16.7% #DIV/0! 23 9.9% 127 21.7% 284 32.5% 66 19.1% 25 16.0% 3 11.1% 36 14.3% 44 19.9% 36 31.9% 20 24.1%
Technical, sales and administrative support NA NA 26 14.5% 7 6.7% 41 21.0% 97 21.7% #DIV/0! 55 23.7% 125 21.4% 244 27.9% 41 11.9% 63 40.4% 8 29.6% 38 15.1% 38 17.2% 14 12.4% 5 6.0%
Service occupations NA NA 27 15.1% 11 10.5% 6 3.1% 86 19.2% #DIV/0! 34 14.7% 85 14.6% 162 18.5% 51 14.8% 20 12.8% 7 25.9% 22 8.7% 28 12.7% 42 37.2% 16 19.3%
Farming, forestry and fishing occupations NA NA 19 10.6% 8 7.6% 52 26.7% 21 4.7% #DIV/0! 35 15.1% 38 6.5% 23 2.6% 79 22.9% 3 1.9% 2 7.4% 13 5.2% 21 9.5% 3 2.7% 23 27.7%
Precision production, craft and repair occup NA NA 29 16.2% 15 14.3% 31 15.9% 79 17.6% #DIV/0! 21 9.1% 99 17.0% 102 11.7% 34 9.9% 33 21.2% 3 11.1% 57 22.6% 57 25.8% 9 8.0% 9 10.8%
Operators, fabricators, and repair occupatio NA NA 43 24.0% 36 34.3% 42 21.5% 90 20.1% #DIV/0! 64 27.6% 110 18.8% 59 6.8% 74 21.4% 12 7.7% 4 14.8% 86 34.1% 33 14.9% 9 8.0% 10 12.0%
Employed persons 16 years and over 21 100.0% 236 100.0% 140 100.0% 230 100.0% 543 100.0% 719 100.0% 250 100.0% 594 100.0% 1067 100.0% 441 100.0% 206 100.0% 46 100.0% 277 100.0% 303 100.0% 169 100.0% 88 100.0%
Executive, administrative, and managerial o 0 0.0% 26 11.0% 18 12.9% 19 8.3% 30 5.5% 72 10.0% 24 9.6% 55 9.3% 100 9.4% 37 8.4% 20 9.7% 6 13.0% 11 4.0% 35 11.6% 23 13.6% 10 11.4%
Professional specialty occupations 5 23.8% 18 7.6% 12 8.6% 34 14.8% 84 15.5% 68 9.5% 43 17.2% 69 11.6% 219 20.5% 58 13.2% 20 9.7% 16 34.8% 31 11.2% 55 18.2% 6 3.6% 9 10.2%
Technicians and related support occupation 0 0.0% 9 3.8% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 0.7% 21 2.9% 3 1.2% 3 0.5% 53 5.0% 17 3.9% 2 1.0% 2 4.3% 5 1.8% 5 1.7% 24 14.2% 0 0.0%
Sales occupations 0 0.0% 15 6.4% 3 2.1% 21 9.1% 43 7.9% 46 6.4% 23 9.2% 46 7.7% 125 11.7% 32 7.3% 35 17.0% 0 0.0% 15 5.4% 27 8.9% 10 5.9% 0 0.0%
Administrative support occupations, includin 3 14.3% 21 8.9% 11 7.9% 22 9.6% 77 14.2% 88 12.2% 35 14.0% 69 11.6% 165 15.5% 63 14.3% 42 20.4% 5 10.9% 18 6.5% 35 11.6% 31 18.3% 12 13.6%
Private household occupations 3 14.3% 2 0.8% 0 0.0% 3 1.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 8 1.3% 0 0.0% 5 1.1% 3 1.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 3 1.0% 0 0.0% 3 3.4%
Protective service occupations 0 0.0% 2 0.8% 3 2.1% 16 7.0% 0 0.0% 15 2.1% 6 2.4% 11 1.9% 24 2.2% 18 4.1% 6 2.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 20 11.8% 2 2.3%
Service occupations, except protective and 0 0.0% 34 14.4% 13 9.3% 23 10.0% 88 16.2% 116 16.1% 40 16.0% 94 15.8% 160 15.0% 38 8.6% 20 9.7% 0 0.0% 35 12.6% 22 7.3% 23 13.6% 10 11.4%
Farming, forestry, and fishing occupations 0 0.0% 42 17.8% 11 7.9% 15 6.5% 31 5.7% 44 6.1% 13 5.2% 82 13.8% 41 3.8% 57 12.9% 5 2.4% 0 0.0% 15 5.4% 15 5.0% 4 2.4% 21 23.9%
Precision production, craft, and repair occup 3 14.3% 25 10.6% 13 9.3% 27 11.7% 79 14.5% 80 11.1% 18 7.2% 64 10.8% 94 8.8% 54 12.2% 30 14.6% 6 13.0% 48 17.3% 49 16.2% 13 7.7% 7 8.0%
Machine operators, assemblers, and inspec 0 0.0% 12 5.1% 23 16.4% 10 4.3% 42 7.7% 91 12.7% 14 5.6% 21 3.5% 7 0.7% 18 4.1% 4 1.9% 0 0.0% 35 12.6% 26 8.6% 7 4.1% 2 2.3%
Transportation and material moving occupat 4 19.0% 14 5.9% 11 7.9% 32 13.9% 36 6.6% 33 4.6% 31 12.4% 27 4.5% 36 3.4% 19 4.3% 17 8.3% 9 19.6% 33 11.9% 18 5.9% 6 3.6% 6 6.8%
Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, and 3 14.3% 16 6.8% 22 15.7% 8 3.5% 29 5.3% 45 6.3% 0 0.0% 45 7.6% 43 4.0% 25 5.7% 2 1.0% 2 4.3% 31 11.2% 13 4.3% 2 1.2% 6 6.8%
Employed civilians 16 years and over 10 100.0% 210 100.0% 129 100.0% 366 100.0% 637 100.0% 651 100.0% 278 100.0% 602 100.0% 979 100.0% 446 100.0% 253 100.0% 77 100.0% 335 100.0% 317 100.0% 215 100.0% 103 100.0%
Management, professional, and related occu 0 0.0% 58 27.6% 33 25.6% 86 23.5% 140 22.0% 210 32.3% 73 26.3% 148 24.6% 285 29.1% 128 28.7% 91 36.0% 25 32.5% 73 21.8% 93 29.3% 63 29.3% 22 21.4%
Service occupations 3 30.0% 31 14.8% 15 11.6% 47 12.8% 143 22.4% 105 16.1% 48 17.3% 115 19.1% 251 25.6% 89 20.0% 51 20.2% 8 10.4% 50 14.9% 40 12.6% 61 28.4% 14 13.6%
Sales and office occupations 4 40.0% 49 23.3% 26 20.2% 70 19.1% 161 25.3% 105 16.1% 50 18.0% 118 19.6% 242 24.7% 70 15.7% 44 17.4% 17 22.1% 73 21.8% 69 21.8% 46 21.4% 26 25.2%
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 0 0.0% 44 21.0% 10 7.8% 39 10.7% 37 5.8% 40 6.1% 23 8.3% 87 14.5% 34 3.5% 59 13.2% 4 1.6% 3 3.9% 15 4.5% 33 10.4% 6 2.8% 32 31.1%
Construction, extraction, and maintenance o 0 0.0% 17 8.1% 7 5.4% 58 15.8% 90 14.1% 48 7.4% 42 15.1% 39 6.5% 65 6.6% 31 7.0% 27 10.7% 15 19.5% 47 14.0% 33 10.4% 16 7.4% 6 5.8%
Production, transportation, and material 
moving occupations 3 30.0% 11 5.2% 38 29.5% 66 18.0% 66 10.4% 143 22.0% 42 15.1% 95 15.8% 102 10.4% 69 15.5% 36 14.2% 9 11.7% 77 23.0% 49 15.5% 23 10.7% 3 2.9%
1990
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Percent Change of 'In labor force'  (1980-2000)
1980
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Percent Change high school or higher (1980-2000)
Percent Change bachelor's or higher (1980-2000)
1980
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U.S. Census Summary Statistics
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Year
% change 90-
00
2014 Est*
Educational Attainment  
Percent high school graduate or higher 
Percent bachelor's degree or higher
Percent high school graduate or higher 
Percent bachelor's degree or higher
Percent high school graduate or higher 
Percent bachelor's degree or higher
Labor Force Status
Persons 16 years and over
In labor force
Civilian labor force
Employed
Unemployed
Armed Forces
Not in labor force
Persons 16 years and over
In labor force
Civilian labor force
Employed
Unemployed
Armed Forces
Not in labor force
Population 16 years and over
In labor force
Civilian labor force
Employed
Unemployed
Armed Forces
Not in labor force
Labor Force by Occupation
Employed persons 16 years and over
Management and professional specialty occ
Technical, sales and administrative support 
Service occupations
Farming, forestry and fishing occupations
Precision production, craft and repair occup
Operators, fabricators, and repair occupatio
Employed persons 16 years and over
Executive, administrative, and managerial o
Professional specialty occupations
Technicians and related support occupation
Sales occupations
Administrative support occupations, includin
Private household occupations
Protective service occupations
Service occupations, except protective and 
Farming, forestry, and fishing occupations
Precision production, craft, and repair occup
Machine operators, assemblers, and inspec
Transportation and material moving occupat
Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, and
Employed civilians 16 years and over
Management, professional, and related occu
Service occupations
Sales and office occupations
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations
Construction, extraction, and maintenance o
Production, transportation, and material 
moving occupations
1990
2000
1990
2000
Percent Change of 'In labor force'  (1980-2000)
1980
2000
Percent Change high school or higher (1980-2000)
Percent Change bachelor's or higher (1980-2000)
1980
1980
1990
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Washington CountyWhitneyvilleWesley Whiting
45.76% 41.23% 71.30% 46.97%
$20,194 - $23,821 - $26,763 - $25,399 -
- 53.9% - 78.2% - 62.2% - 61.5%
- 2.6% - 6.5% - 8.3% - 10.6%
- 64.3% - 86.4% - 79.2% - 73.2%
- 5.1% - 20.2% - 12.3% - 12.7%
- 74.7% - 82.1% - 84.4% - 79.9%
- 5.1% - 17.6% - 11.7% - 14.7%
- 38.6% - 5.0% - 35.7% - 29.9%
- 96.2% - 170.8% - 41.0% - 38.7%
112 100.0% 235 100.0% 176 100.0% 26,152 100.0%
61 54.5% 132 56.2% 97 55.1% 13,456 51.5%
61 54.5% 128 54.5% 95 54.0% 13,270 50.7%
37 33.0% 105 44.7% 84 47.7% 11,392 43.6%
24 21.4% 23 9.8% 11 6.3% 1,878 7.2%
0 0.0% 4 1.7% 2 1.1% 186 0.7%
51 45.5% 103 43.8% 79 44.9% 12,696 48.5%
103 100.0% 289 100.0% 183 100.0% 27,264 100.0%
55 53.4% 137 47.4% 98 53.6% 15,142 55.5%
55 53.4% 133 46.0% 98 53.6% 14,885 54.6%
44 42.7% 104 36.0% 90 49.2% 13,271 48.7%
11 10.7% 29 10.0% 8 4.4% 1,614 5.9%
0 0.0% 4 1.4% 0 0.0% 257 0.9%
48 46.6% 152 52.6% 85 46.4% 12,122 44.5%
85 100.0% 337 100.0% 178 100.0% 27,214 100.0%
22 25.9% 185 54.9% 111 62.4% 15,500 57.0%
22 25.9% 185 54.9% 111 62.4% 15,354 56.4%
20 23.5% 179 53.1% 102 57.3% 14,042 51.6%
2 2.4% 6 1.8% 9 5.1% 1,312 4.8%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 146 0.5%
63 74.1% 152 45.1% 67 37.6% 11,714 43.0%
- -52.48% - -2.27% - 13.15% - 10.70%
37 100.0% 105 100.0% 84 100.0% 11,392 100.0%
4 10.8% 24 10.8% 19 10.8% 2,142 18.8%
2 5.4% 25 5.4% 18 5.4% 2,345 20.6%
9 24.3% 11 24.3% 6 24.3% 1,566 13.7%
6 16.2% 0 16.2% 11 16.2% 1,202 10.6%
2 5.4% 22 5.4% 5 5.4% 1,632 14.3%
14 37.8% 23 37.8% 25 37.8% 2,505 22.0%
44 100.0% 104 100.0% 90 100.0% 13,271 100.0%
4 9.1% 8 7.7% 8 8.9% 1,160 8.7%
5 11.4% 23 22.1% 1 1.1% 1,717 12.9%
0 0.0% 1 1.0% 8 8.9% 355 2.7%
0 0.0% 9 8.7% 7 7.8% 1,184 8.9%
6 13.6% 18 17.3% 8 8.9% 1,532 11.5%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 63 0.5%
0 0.0% 3 2.9% 2 2.2% 291 2.2%
4 9.1% 14 13.5% 23 25.6% 1,672 12.6%
0 0.0% 8 7.7% 6 6.7% 1006 7.6%
6 13.6% 18 17.3% 12 13.3% 1,740 13.1%
4 9.1% 0 0.0% 5 5.6% 785 5.9%
10 22.7% 2 1.9% 10 11.1% 885 6.7%
5 11.4% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 881 6.6%
20 100.0% 179 100.0% 102 100.0% 14,042 100.0%
2 10.0% 57 31.8% 23 22.5% 3,563 25.4%
2 10.0% 24 13.4% 16 15.7% 2,505 17.8%
0 0.0% 34 19.0% 26 25.5% 2,888 20.6%
12 60.0% 10 5.6% 0 0.0% 1,145 8.2%
2 10.0% 14 7.8% 16 15.7% 1,533 10.9%
2 10.0% 40 22.3% 21 20.6% 2,408 17.1%
U.S. Census Summary Statistics
Machias-Eastport Labor Market Area Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Northfield Pembroke Perry Pleasant Point Roque BluffsLubec Machias Machiasport MarshfieldEast C. Wash UT East Machias Eastport JonesboroCenterville CutlerYear Dennysville
Commuting Methods  
Workers 16 years and over NA NA 240 100.0% 98 100.0% 195 100.0% 432 100.0% #DIV/0! 230 100.0% 566 100.0% 858 100.0% 346 100.0% 150 100.0% 25 100.0% 234 100.0% 214 100.0% 107 100.0% 75 100.0%
Drove alone NA NA 117 48.8% 63 64.3% 83 42.6% 335 77.5% #DIV/0! 159 69.1% 311 54.9% 443 51.6% 130 37.6% 94 62.7% 12 48.0% 116 49.6% 137 64.0% 53 49.5% 51 68.0%
In carpools NA NA 45 18.8% 27 27.6% 68 34.9% 81 18.8% #DIV/0! 45 19.6% 106 18.7% 151 17.6% 158 45.7% 51 34.0% 6 24.0% 84 35.9% 39 18.2% 0 0.0% 24 32.0%
Using public transportation NA NA 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% #DIV/0! 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Walked only NA NA 58 24.2% 4 4.1% 5 2.6% 9 2.1% #DIV/0! 17 7.4% 99 17.5% 176 20.5% 22 6.4% 5 3.3% 0 0.0% 11 4.7% 17 7.9% 54 50.5% 0 0.0%
Other means NA NA 11 4.6% 4 4.1% 7 3.6% 4 0.9% #DIV/0! 5 2.2% 14 2.5% 44 5.1% 13 3.8% 0 0.0% 4 16.0% 3 1.3% 15 7.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Worked at home NA NA 9 3.8% 0 0.0% 32 16.4% 3 0.7% #DIV/0! 4 1.7% 36 6.4% 44 5.1% 23 6.6% 0 0.0% 3 12.0% 20 8.5% 5 2.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Workers 16 years and over 21 100.0% 384 100.0% 126 100.0% 207 100.0% 527 100.0% 707 100.0% 250 100.0% 576 100.0% 1042 100.0% 428 100.0% 200 100.0% 46 100.0% 260 100.0% 290 100.0% 165 100.0% 85 100.0%
Drove alone 18 85.7% 204 53.1% 80 63.5% 152 73.4% 393 74.6% 427 60.4% 196 78.4% 374 64.9% 695 66.7% 318 74.3% 180 90.0% 42 91.3% 178 68.5% 257 88.6% 99 60.0% 64 75.3%
Carpooled 3 14.3% 78 20.3% 36 28.6% 30 14.5% 74 14.0% 154 21.8% 28 11.2% 99 17.2% 113 10.8% 72 16.8% 9 4.5% 0 0.0% 29 11.2% 20 6.9% 31 18.8% 9 10.6%
Using public transportation (including taxica 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 10 7.9% 4 1.9% 3 0.6% 7 1.0% 0 0.0% 7 1.2% 3 0.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 6 2.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Bicycle or walked 0 0.0% 79 20.6% 0 0.0% 6 2.9% 29 5.5% 66 9.3% 10 4.0% 46 8.0% 178 17.1% 14 3.3% 6 3.0% 4 8.7% 5 1.9% 2 0.7% 35 21.2% 6 7.1%
Motorcycle or other means 0 0.0% 9 2.3% 0 0.0% 3 1.4% 9 1.7% 14 2.0% 6 2.4% 8 1.4% 4 0.4% 6 1.4% 3 1.5% 0 0.0% 11 4.2% 2 0.7% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Worked at home 0 0.0% 14 3.6% 0 0.0% 12 5.8% 19 3.6% 39 5.5% 10 4.0% 42 7.3% 49 4.7% 18 4.2% 2 1.0% 0 0.0% 31 11.9% 9 3.1% 0 0.0% 6 7.1%
 
Workers 16 years and over 10 100.0% 272 100.0% 128 100.0% 359 100.0% 616 100.0% 647 100.0% 266 100.0% 579 100.0% 910 100.0% 440 100.0% 243 100.0% 77 100.0% 319 100.0% 315 100.0% 192 100.0% 103 100.0%
Drove alone 7 70.0% 201 73.9% 96 75.0% 257 71.6% 487 79.1% 455 70.3% 227 85.3% 415 71.7% 671 73.7% 349 79.3% 204 84.0% 73 94.8% 250 78.4% 259 82.2% 119 62.0% 87 84.5%
Carpooled 3 30.0% 25 9.2% 15 11.7% 75 20.9% 73 11.9% 74 11.4% 19 7.1% 63 10.9% 92 10.1% 56 12.7% 15 6.2% 0 0.0% 53 16.6% 28 8.9% 35 18.2% 13 12.6%
Using public transportation (including taxica 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 5 1.4% 0 0.0% 3 0.5% 3 1.1% 4 0.7% 2 0.2% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Bicycle or walked 0 0.0% 40 14.7% 4 3.1% 0 0.0% 28 4.5% 52 8.0% 10 3.8% 51 8.8% 78 8.6% 8 1.8% 9 3.7% 0 0.0% 2 0.6% 0 0.0% 27 14.1% 0 0.0%
Motorcycle or other means 0 0.0% 1 0.4% 2 1.6% 4 1.1% 4 0.6% 10 1.5% 0 0.0% 4 0.7% 7 0.8% 4 0.9% 2 0.8% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 1.3% 3 1.6% 0 0.0%
Worked at home 0 0.0% 5 1.8% 11 8.6% 18 5.0% 24 3.9% 53 8.2% 7 2.6% 42 7.3% 60 6.6% 23 5.2% 13 5.3% 4 5.2% 14 4.4% 24 7.6% 8 4.2% 3 2.9%
- NA - 51.6% - 16.7% - 68.2% - 1.9% - #DIV/0! - 23.4% - 30.4% - 42.8% - 111.1% - 34.0% - 97.5% - 58.1% - 28.4% - 25.1% - 24.2%
1980 NA - 16.3 - 28.5 - 25.8 - 17.4 - - 14.4 - 17.5 - 10.4 - 18.7 - 10.1 - 25.7 - 22.8 - 20.9 - 8.3 - 13.7 -
1990 35.2 - 13.9 - 26.6 - 29.4 - 17.1 - 11.8 - 18.3 - 16.9 - 11.1 - 18.2 - 10.0 - 32.2 - 21.5 - 21.3 - 5.2 - 15.9 -
2000 13.5 - 16.7 - 28.1 - 24.3 - 16.0 - 12.9 - 23.1 - 16.5 - 13.8 - 16.6 - 14.3 - 18.2 - 28.2 - 20.7 - 11.2 - 21.8 -
%GPY - - 0.12% - -0.07% - -0.29% - -0.40% - #DIV/0! - 3.02% - -0.29% - 1.63% - -0.56% - 2.08% - -1.46% - 1.18% - -0.05% - 1.75% - 2.96% -
2014 Est* NA - 23.4 - 31.7 - 12.1 - 13.4 - 15.5 - 34.6 - 15.5 - 20.3 - 12.8 - 24.6 - -15.4 - 44.3 - 19.3 - 25.6 - 36.0 -
Journey to Work***  
Total Commuters 21 100.0% 384 100.0% 126 100.0% 207 100.0% 524 100.0% 707 100.0% 250 100.0% 560 100.0% 1,042 100.0% 428 100.0% 200 100.0% 46 100.0% 260 100.0% 290 100.0% 165 100.0% 85 100.0%
Work and Reside in Same Town 0 0.0% 132 34.4% 28 22.2% 12 5.8% 152 29.0% 578 81.8% 81 32.4% 450 80.4% 782 75.0% 138 32.2% 12 6.0% 0 0.0% 120 46.2% 95 32.8% 6 3.6% 20 23.5%
Work in Washington County 21 100.0% 243 63.3% 94 74.6% 6 2.9% 364 69.5% 120 17.0% 146 58.4% 98 17.5% 212 20.3% 279 65.2% 188 94.0% 46 100.0% 134 51.5% 184 63.4% 156 94.5% 65 76.5%
Work in Other Maine County 0 0.0% 6 1.6% 4 3.2% 182 87.9% 8 1.5% 6 0.8% 23 9.2% 8 1.4% 12 1.2% 4 0.9% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2 0.8% 9 3.1% 3 1.8% 0 0.0%
Work in Other State 0 0.0% 3 0.8% 0 0.0% 7 3.4% 0 0.0% 3 0.4% 0 0.0% 4 0.7% 36 3.5% 7 1.6% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 1.5% 2 0.7% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Total Commuters** 10 100.0% 269 100.0% 128 100.0% 359 100.0% 616 100.0% 647 100.0% 266 100.0% 568 100.0% 908 100.0% 440 100.0% 243 100.0% 77 100.0% 319 100.0% 315 100.0% 192 100.0% 103 100.0%
Work and Reside in Same Town 0 0.0% 151 56.1% 26 20.3% 20 5.6% 184 29.9% 484 74.8% 69 25.9% 466 82.0% 651 71.7% 147 33.4% 27 11.1% 4 5.2% 64 20.1% 98 31.1% 37 19.3% 26 25.2%
Work in Washington County 7 70.0% 109 40.5% 98 76.6% 321 89.4% 408 66.2% 147 22.7% 182 68.4% 94 16.5% 201 22.1% 283 64.3% 209 86.0% 73 94.8% 245 76.8% 203 64.4% 123 64.1% 74 71.8%
Work in Other Maine County 3 30.0% 7 2.6% 0 0.0% 18 5.0% 22 3.6% 5 0.8% 12 4.5% 4 0.7% 45 5.0% 10 2.3% 6 2.5% 0 0.0% 9 2.8% 9 2.9% 30 15.6% 3 2.9%
Work in Other State 0 0.0% 2 0.7% 4 3.1% 0 0.0% 2 0.3% 11 1.7% 3 1.1% 4 0.7% 11 1.2% 0 0.0% 1 0.4% 0 0.0% 1 0.3% 5 1.6% 2 1.0% 0 0.0%
- #DIV/0! - 63.30% - -8.59% - -3.90% - 2.97% - -8.50% - -19.94% - 2.10% - -4.47% - 3.62% - 85.19% - #DIV/0! - -56.53% - -5.03% - 429.95% - 7.28%
- #DIV/0! - 66.54% - ####### - -94.30% - 133.93% - -8.94% - -50.96% - -50.70% - 330.34% - 143.18% - #DIV/0! - #DIV/0! - 266.77% - -7.94% - 759.38% - #DIV/0!
1990
2000
Percent Change Work and Reside in Same Town (1980-200
Percent Change Work in Other Maine County (1980-2000)
2000
Percent Change 'Drove Alone' (1980-2000)
Mean Travel Time to Work (Minutes)
1980
1990
U.S. Census Summary Statistics
Machias-Eastport Labor Market Area
Year
Commuting Methods  
Workers 16 years and over
Drove alone
In carpools
Using public transportation
Walked only
Other means
Worked at home
Workers 16 years and over
Drove alone
Carpooled
Using public transportation (including taxica
Bicycle or walked
Motorcycle or other means
Worked at home
 
Workers 16 years and over
Drove alone
Carpooled
Using public transportation (including taxica
Bicycle or walked
Motorcycle or other means
Worked at home
1980
1990
2000
%GPY
2014 Est*
Journey to Work***  
Total Commuters
Work and Reside in Same Town
Work in Washington County
Work in Other Maine County
Work in Other State
Total Commuters**
Work and Reside in Same Town
Work in Washington County
Work in Other Maine County
Work in Other State
1990
2000
Percent Change Work and Reside in Same Town (1980-200
Percent Change Work in Other Maine County (1980-2000)
2000
Percent Change 'Drove Alone' (1980-2000)
Mean Travel Time to Work (Minutes)
1980
1990
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Washington CountyWhitneyvilleWesley Whiting
37 100.0% 99 100.0% 86 100.0% 11,099 100.0%
22 59.5% 54 54.5% 48 55.8% 6,242 56.2%
11 29.7% 34 34.3% 24 27.9% 2,710 24.4%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 83 0.7%
4 10.8% 3 3.0% 12 14.0% 1,335 12.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2 2.3% 363 3.3%
0 0.0% 8 8.1% 0 0.0% 366 3.3%
44 100.0% 105 100.0% 88 100.0% 13,074 100.0%
35 79.5% 74 70.5% 64 72.7% 9,121 69.8%
9 20.5% 21 20.0% 13 14.8% 1,990 15.2%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2 2.3% 94 0.7%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2 2.3% 1,017 7.8%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 223 1.7%
0 0.0% 10 9.5% 7 8.0% 629 4.8%
17 100.0% 179 100.0% 100 100.0% 13,743 100.0%
12 70.6% 133 74.3% 83 83.0% 10,444 76.0%
5 29.4% 21 11.7% 9 9.0% 1,657 12.1%
0 0.0% 11 6.1% 0 0.0% 64 0.5%
0 0.0% 2 1.1% 0 0.0% 729 5.3%
0 0.0% 8 4.5% 1 1.0% 155 1.1%
0 0.0% 4 2.2% 7 7.0% 694 5.0%
- 18.7% - 36.2% - 48.7% - 35.1%
25.2 - 15.2 - 16.7 - 16.9 -
23.2 - 25.0 - 16.8 - 16.5 -
16.2 - 26.8 - 17.3 - 19.2 -
-1.79% - 3.82% - 0.18% - 0.68% -
-0.6 - 31.1 - 18.5 - 25.7 -
44 100.0% 104 100.0% 88 100.0% 13,006 100.0%
18 40.9% 25 24.0% 9 10.2% - -
26 59.1% 72 69.2% 74 84.1% 12,147 93.4%
0 0.0% 7 6.7% 5 5.7% 746 5.7%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 113 0.9%
17 100.0% 176 100.0% 100 100.0% 13,709 100.0%
13 76.5% 28 15.9% 14 14.0% - -
4 23.5% 138 78.4% 82 82.0% 12,593 91.9%
0 0.0% 10 5.7% 4 4.0% 1,010 7.4%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 106 0.8%
- 86.93% - -33.82% - 36.89% - -
- #DIV/0! - -15.58% - -29.60% - 28.45%

